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Part 13: Miscellaneous

Third Pillar of the European Union
Dangerous Substances

Section 114 Hoaxes involving noxious substances or things

298. Section 51 of the Criminal Law Act 1977 (as amended by the Criminal Justice Act
1991) makes it an offence for someone to place or send any article intending to make
another person believe that it is likely to explode or ignite and thereby cause personal
injury or damage to property. It is also an offence for someone to communicate any
information which he knows or believes to be false intending to make another person
believe that a bomb is likely to explode or ignite. Section 63 of the act makes similar
provision for Scotland. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Northern Ireland) Order 1977
created a similar offence in Northern Ireland.

299. These offences relate only to hoax explosive devices. Other hoaxes, such as sending
powders or liquids through the post and claiming that they are harmful, are not covered.
This section fills that gap

300. Subsection (1) makes it an offence to place anywhere or send any substance or article
intending to make others believe that that it is likely to be or contain a noxious substance
or thing which could endanger human life or health.

301. Subsection (2) makes it an offence for a person to falsely communicate any information
to another that a noxious substance or thing is or will be in a place and so likely to cause
harm to endanger human life or health.

302. Subsection (3) sets out the penalties for these offences. On summary conviction a person
may be imprisoned for up to six months, or receive a fine up to the statutory maximum
or both. On conviction on indictment a person may be imprisoned for up to seven years,
or receive a fine or both.
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