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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: National Health Service

Health Service Funding

Terms of employment of health service employees

Section 6: Terms and conditions of employment by certain health service bodies

47. This section provides for the Secretary of State and the National Assembly for Wales
to make regulations and give directions to certain health service bodies about the
terms and conditions on which they employ staff and generally in connection with
matters concerning the employment of staff. The NHS Plan makes a commitment to
modernisation of the NHS pay system to deliver better, fairer awards for staff. This
new power is designed to ensure that NHS bodies implement changes to terms and
conditions of staff approved by the Secretary of State.

48. Subsection (1) amends paragraph 10(1) of Schedule 5 to the 1977 Act to provide
for Health Authorities and Special Health Authorities to pay their officers such
remuneration and allowances, and employ them on such other terms and conditions,
as they may determine subject to any regulations made or directions given by the
Secretary of State or the National Assembly for Wales. Paragraph 10(1) is also amended
to provide for regulations or directions to make provision with respect to any matter
connected with the employment of an Authority’s officers. Subsection (2) replaces
paragraphs 8 and 11(2) of Schedule 5A to the 1977 Act to the effect that Primary Care
Trusts may pay their officers such remuneration and allowances, and employ them on
such other terms and conditions, as they think fit but subject to regulations or directions
by the Secretary of State or the National Assembly for Wales about those matters or
otherwise in connection with the employment of such officers . Before making any
such regulations the Secretary of State or the National Assembly for Wales are required
to consult representative bodies. Subsection (3) makes similar provision in relation to
NHS trusts.
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