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Transport Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 38

PART IV

RAILWAYS

CHAPTER I

THE STRATEGIC RAIL AUTHORITY

Securing provision of railway services and assets etc.

212 Securing of services by franchising.

(1) In section 23 of the M1Railways Act 1993, in subsection (1) (duty of Authority to
designate passenger services as eligible for provision under franchise agreements), for
the words after “designate” substitute “ such services for the carriage of passengers
by railway (other than services which are, by virtue of section 24 below, exempt from
designation under this subsection) as it considers ought to be provided under franchise
agreements. ”

(2) In that section, after subsection (2) insert—

“(2A) A designation may be varied or revoked; but a variation or revocation of the
designation of particular services, or services of a class or description, shall
not affect any franchise agreement previously entered into with respect to
those services or services of that class or description.

(2B) The Authority shall publish designations, and any variations or revocations of
designations, in such manner as it considers appropriate.”

(3) In section 26 of that Act (invitations to tender for franchise), after subsection (3)
insert—
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“(4) The directions which may be given under subsection (1) above (at any time
when the Secretary of State considers it inappropriate that the person who is
to be the franchisee under a franchise agreement should be selected after an
invitation to tender) include—

(a) a direction that that person is to be the person specified in the
direction, and

(b) a direction requiring the Authority to select that person in such
manner as is so specified,

(as well as a direction authorising the Authority to select that person in such
other manner as it may consider appropriate).

(5) The Secretary of State shall prepare and publish a statement of policy with
respect to directions under subsection (1) above.

(6) The statement shall (in particular) contain the Secretary of State’s policy
about—

(a) when he will consider giving a direction (including, in particular,
when he will consider doing so in relation to a franchise agreement
which is to replace an earlier franchise agreement before the end of
its franchise term); and

(b) the sorts of direction which he will consider giving in particular
circumstances.

(7) In deciding whether to give a direction, and (if so) what direction to give, the
Secretary of State shall have regard to the statement of policy.

(8) The Secretary of State—
(a) may at any time alter or replace a statement of policy; and
(b) shall publish the altered or replacement statement.

(9) The Secretary of State shall undertake appropriate consultation when
preparing, altering or replacing a statement of policy.

(10) When a statement of policy is prepared, altered or replaced, a copy of the
statement shall be laid before each House of Parliament.”

F1(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(5) For section 30 of that Act substitute—

“30  Duty of Authority in absence of franchise.

(1) The Authority shall provide, or secure the provision of, services for the
carriage of passengers by railway where—

(a) a direction not to seek to secure the provision of the services
under a franchise agreement has been given to the Authority under
section 26A or 26B above (and not revoked); or

(b) a franchise agreement in respect of the services is terminated or
otherwise comes to an end but no further franchise agreement has
been entered into in respect of the services (otherwise than because
of such a direction).
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(2) The duty in subsection (1) above in relation to any services ceases if the
services begin (or again begin) to be provided under a franchise agreement.

(3) Subsection (1) above does not—
(a) require the Authority to provide or secure the provision of services

if and to the extent that, in its opinion, adequate alternative railway
passenger services are available;

(b) preclude it from giving notice under subsection (5) of section 38
below in relation to any of the services, in which case its duty
under this section to secure the provision of the services to which
the notice relates will (subject to subsections (5) and (6) of that
section) terminate on the day specified in the notice in pursuance of
paragraph (b) of that subsection; or

(c) preclude it from ceasing to provide or secure the provision of any of
the services in any case falling within any of paragraphs (a) to (d) of
subsection (2) of that section.”

(6) In section 18 of that Act (access agreements: contracts requiring approval of
Regulator), after subsection (6) insert—

“(6A) The grounds on which the Regulator may reject, or approve subject to
modifications, a proposed access contract submitted to him pursuant to
subsection (5) above include that he considers that the use of the facility for
which it provides might impede the provision of services—

(a) under a franchise agreement; or
(b) under an agreement entered into by the Authority pursuant to its duty

under section 30 below.”
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