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Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
2000 CHAPTER 37

PART IV

AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

84 Functions of certain bodies in relation to areas of outstanding natural beauty.

(1) The following provisions of the National Parks and Access to the M1Countryside Act
1949 (in this Part referred to as “the 1949 Act”)—

(a) section 6(4)(e) (duty of [F1Natural England] or [F2NRBW] to give advice in
connection with development matters),

(b) section 9 (consultation in connection with development plan),
(c) section 64(5) (consultation in connection with access agreements), and
(d) section 65(5) and (5A) (consultation in connection with access orders),

apply in relation to areas of outstanding natural beauty as they apply in relation to
National Parks.

(2) In section 6(4)(e) of the 1949 Act as it applies by virtue of subsection (1), “appropriate
planning authority” means a local planning authority whose area consists of or
includes the whole or any part of an area of outstanding natural beauty and includes
a local authority, not being a local planning authority, by whom any powers of a local
planning authority as respects an area of outstanding natural beauty are exercisable,
whether under the 1949 Act or otherwise.

(3) Section 4A of the 1949 Act (which confers on the [F2NRBW] functions under Part
II of that Act corresponding to those exercisable as respects England by [F3Natural
England]) applies to the provisions mentioned in subsection (1)(a) and (b) for the
purposes of their application to areas of outstanding natural beauty as that section
applies for the purposes of Part II of the 1949 Act.

(4) A local planning authority whose area consists of or includes the whole or any part
of an area of outstanding natural beauty has power, subject to subsections (5) and (6),
to take all such action as appears to them expedient for the accomplishment of the
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purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of outstanding
natural beauty or so much of it as is included in their area.

(5) Nothing in this Part is to be taken to limit the generality of subsection (4); but in so far
as the provisions of this Part or of the 1949 Act confer specific powers falling within
that subsection those powers are to be exercised in accordance with those provisions
and subject to any limitations expressed or implied in them.

(6) Without prejudice to the powers conferred by this Part, subsection (4) has effect only
for the purpose of removing any limitation imposed by law on the capacity of a local
planning authority by virtue of its constitution, and does not authorise any act or
omission on the part of such an authority which apart from that subsection would be
actionable at the suit of any person on any ground other than such a limitation.

(7) In this section “local planning authority” has the same meaning as in the M2Town and
Country Planning Act 1990.
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