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CARE STANDARDS ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

 Part Vi – Child Minding and Day Care for Young Children

Section 79 Amendment of the Children Act 1989

Checks on suitability of persons working with children over the age of seven
Section 79W Requirement for certificate of suitability

213. This section enables regulations to be made to place duties, if certain conditions are
met, on those who provide care for children aged eight and over for more than five
hours a week, and who would otherwise not have to register under Part XA. Providers
are required to hold a valid certificate for themselves and others on the premises (for
example, employees or other residents) which demonstrates to parents that they are
suitable to look after children. The regulations under this section may create certain
offences in connection with the certificate. These will carry a fine of up to level 5 on
the standard scale.

214. Section 79(2) gives effect to Schedule 3, which inserts a new Schedule 9A into the
Children Act 1989 (see below). Section 79 (3) and (4) enable an order to be made setting
out the scheme to transfer staff currently working for local authorities to the regulatory
authority. Section 79(5) disapplies Part X of the Children Act in England and Wales.
It will continue to apply in Scotland.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/14/section/79
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