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CARE STANDARDS ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part Ii  Establishments and Agencies

Registration procedure

Section 20 Urgent procedure for cancellation etc.

81. This section provides that the registration authority may apply to a justice of the peace
for the immediate cancellation of registration or change in the conditions of registration
of an establishment or agency. The justice may only make the order where it appears
to him that unless the order is made there is a serious risk to a person’s life, health or
well-being. An order made under this section has immediate effect. It is intended to
provide for a fast track procedure for appeals to the Tribunal against orders made under
this section (see section 21).

82. Subsection (3) requires the registration authority to notify the local authority and Health
Authority as well as any other statutory authority it considers appropriate, of the making
of an urgent application. This is necessary so that the local authority can comply with
their statutory duties as required, for example to provide or arrange alternative care for
the service users in accordance with their duties under section 47(1) of the National
Health Service and Community Care Act 1990, and that the Health Authority may
consider whether to make provision for NHS services. It will be important that all
statutory bodies that may be affected by the cancellation of a provider’s registration
have as much notice as possible to make any necessary arrangements. Subsection (7)
defines a statutory authority for this purpose.
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