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SCOTLAND ACT 1998
EXPLANATORY NOTES

SCHEDULES
Schedule 5
Part II: Preliminary paragraphs
Head C: Trade and Industry
Section C11: Posts
Purpose and Effect
This Section reserves the subject matter of the Postal Services Act 2000 (c.26) but
there is excepted financial assistance for the provision of certain services provided from
public post offices. This Section was substituted, with effect from 14 December 2000,
by S.I. 2000/3252.
General
Previously, this Section reserved “the Post Office, posts (including postage stamps,
postal orders and postal packets) and regulation of postal services”. However, the Postal
Services Act 2000 abolished the statutory monopoly enjoyed by the Post Office and
provided for postal services to be provided by persons holding a licence from the Postal
Services Commission.
Parliamentary Consideration
Stage

Date

Column

CC

4-Mar-98

1095

LR

3-Nov-98

194

Details of Provisions
The reservation extends to the subject matter of the Postal Services Act 2000, subject
to the exception mentioned below.
The interpretation part disapplies paragraph 5(1) of Part III of Schedule 5 to the Scotland
Act (which provides that references to the subject matter of an enactment are to be
construed as at 1 July 1999). It provides that the reference to the subject matter of the
Postal Services Act 2000 is to be read as a reference to the subject matter of that Act as
at the date when it received the Royal Assent (28 July 2000).
The Postal Services Act 2000 regulates the provision of postal services by means of
licences from the Postal Services Commission and creates offences in relation to postal
services ( e.g. providing postal services without a licence, interfering with mail etc). It
reorganises, and provides for the dissolution of, the Post Office and establish public post
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offices top provide postal services (and other services) to the public. It also establishes
a Consumer Council for Postal Services.
There is excepted from the reservation financial assistance for the provision of services
(other than postal services and services relating to money or postal orders) to be provided
from public post offices. The expressions “postal services” and “public post offices”
have the same meaning as in the Postal Services Act 2000.
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