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Government of Wales Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 38

An Act to establish and make provision about the National Assembly for Wales and
the offices of Auditor General for Wales and Welsh Administration Ombudsman; to
reform certain Welsh public bodies and abolish certain other Welsh public bodies; and
for connected purposes. [31st July 1998]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  Act: modified (7.7.2005 for W.) Higher Education Act 2004 (c. 8), ss. 44(6), 52; S.I. 2005/1833, art.
4(b) (as amended by S.I. 2006/1660, art. 2)
C2  Act: modified (E.W.) (26.5.2006) by Transport (Wales) Act 2006 (c. 5), ss. 5(9), 12 ; S.I. 2006/1403,
art. 2(2)(e)

PART I QI8 €

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES
The Assembly

1 The Assembly.

(1) There shall be an Assembly for Wales to be known as the National Assembly for Wales
or Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru (but referred to in this Act as the Assembly).

(2) The Assembly shall be a body corporate.
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(3) The exercise by the Assembly of its functions is to be regarded as done on behalf of
the Crown.

2 Membership.

(1) The Assembly shall consist of—
(a) one member for each Assembly constituency, and
(b) members for each Assembly electoral region.

(2) The Assembly constituencies and Assembly electoral regions, and the number of
Assembly seats for each Assembly electoral region, shall be as provided for by or in
accordance with Schedule 1.

(3) Members of the Assembly (referred to in this Act as Assembly members) shall be
returned in accordance with the provision made by and under this Act for—

(a) the holding of ordinary elections of Assembly members, and
(b) the filling of vacancies in Assembly seats.

(4) An ordinary election involves the holding of elections for the return of the entire
Assembly.

(5) The term of office of an Assembly member—
(a) begins when he is declared to be returned as an Assembly member, and

(b) continues until the end of the day before the day of the poll at the next ordinary
election.

(6) But an Assembly member may at any time resign his seat by giving notice to—
(a) the presiding officer, or

(b) any person authorised by the standing orders of the Assembly to receive the
notice.

(7) The validity of anything done by the Assembly is not affected by any vacancy in its

membership.
Ordinary elections
3 Time of ordinary elections.

(1) The poll at the first ordinary election shall be held on a day appointed by order made
by the Secretary of State.

(2) The poll at each subsequent ordinary election shall be held on the first Thursday in
May in the fourth calendar year following that in which the previous ordinary election
was held.

(3) But the Secretary of State may by order require the poll at such an ordinary election
to be held on a day which is neither—

(a) more than one month earlier, nor
(b) more than one month later,
than the first Thursday in May.
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(4) Where the poll at an ordinary election would be held on the same day as polls at
ordinary elections of community councillors, the Secretary of State may by order
provide for the polls at ordinary elections of community councillors to be postponed,
for not more than three months, to a day specified in the order.

(5) An order under subsection (4) may make provision for—
(a) any provision of, or made under, the Representation of the People Acts, or
(b) any other enactment relating to elections of community councillors,

to have effect with such modifications or exceptions as the Secretary of State considers
appropriate in connection with the postponement of polls for which it provides.

(6) No order shall be made under subsection (3), and no order in connection with an
ordinary election subsequent to the first shall be made under subsection (4), unless the
Secretary of State has consulted the Assembly.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3  S. 3(4): transfer of functions (W.) (1.7.1999 subject to art. 2(b)-(f) of the amending S.I.) by S.I.
1999/672, art. 2(a), Sch. 1

4 Voting at ordinary elections.

(1) Each person entitled to vote at an ordinary election in an Assembly constituency shall
have two votes.

(2) One (referred to in this Act as a constituency vote) is to be given for a candidate to be
the Assembly member for the Assembly constituency.

(3) The other (referred to in this Act as an electoral region vote) is to be given for—

(a) a registered political party which has submitted a list of candidates to be
Assembly members for the Assembly electoral region in which the Assembly
constituency is included, or

(b) anindividual who is a candidate to be an Assembly member for that Assembly
electoral region.

(4) The Assembly member for the Assembly constituency shall be returned under the
simple majority system.

(5) The Assembly members for the Assembly electoral region shall be returned under the
additional member system of proportional representation in accordance with sections
5to7.

(6) The person who is to be returned as the Assembly member for each Assembly
constituency in the Assembly electoral region must be determined before it is
determined who are to be returned as the Assembly members for that Assembly
electoral region.

(7) At an ordinary election a person may not be a candidate to be the Assembly member
for more than one Assembly constituency.

(8) In this Act “registered political party” means a party registered under any enactment
providing for the registration of political parties.
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5 Party lists and individual candidates.

(1) Any registered political party may submit a list of candidates to be Assembly members
for the Assembly electoral region.

(2) The list is to be submitted to the regional returning officer.

(3) The list has effect in relation to—
(a) the ordinary election, and

(b) any vacancies in seats of Assembly members returned for Assembly electoral
regions which occur after that election and before the next ordinary election.

(4) The list must not include more than twelve persons (but may include only one).

(5) The list must not include a person—
(a) who is included on any other list submitted for the Assembly electoral region
or any list submitted for another Assembly electoral region,
(b) who is an individual candidate to be an Assembly member for the Assembly
electoral region or another Assembly electoral region,
(c) who is a candidate to be the Assembly member for an Assembly constituency
which is not included in the Assembly electoral region, or

(d) who is a candidate to be the Assembly member for an Assembly constituency
included in the Assembly electoral region but is not a candidate of the party.

(6) A person may not be an individual candidate to be an Assembly member for the
Assembly electoral region if he is—

(a) included on a list submitted by a registered political party for the Assembly
electoral region or another Assembly electoral region,

(b) an individual candidate to be an Assembly member for another Assembly
electoral region,

(c) acandidate to be the Assembly member for an Assembly constituency which
is not included in the Assembly electoral region, or

(d) a candidate of any registered political party to be the Assembly member for
an Assembly constituency included in the Assembly electoral region.

6 Calculation of electoral region figures.

(1) For each registered political party by which a list of candidates has been submitted for
the Assembly electoral region—

(a) there shall be added together the number of electoral region votes given for
the party in the Assembly constituencies included in the Assembly electoral
region, and

(b) the number arrived at under paragraph (a) shall then be divided by the
aggregate of one and the number of candidates of the party returned as
Assembly members for any of those Assembly constituencies.

(2) For each individual candidate to be an Assembly member for the Assembly electoral
region there shall be added together the number of electoral region votes given for him
in the Assembly constituencies included in the Assembly electoral region.

(3) The number arrived at—
(a) in the case of a registered political party, under subsection (1)(b), or
(b) in the case of an individual candidate, under subsection (2),
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is referred to in this Act as the electoral region figure for that party or individual
candidate.

7 Return of electoral region members.

(1) The first seat for the Assembly electoral region shall be allocated to the party or
individual candidate with the highest electoral region figure.

(2) The second and subsequent seats for the Assembly electoral region shall be allocated
to the party or individual candidate with the highest electoral region figure after any
recalculation required by subsection (3) has been carried out.

(3) This subsection requires a recalculation under section 6(1)(b) in relation to a party—
(a) for the first application of subsection (2), if the application of subsection (1)
resulted in the allocation of a seat to the party, or
(b) for any subsequent application of subsection (2), if the previous application
of that subsection did so;

and a recalculation shall be carried out after adding one to the aggregate mentioned
in section 6(1)(b).

(4) An individual candidate already returned as an Assembly member shall be
disregarded.

(5) Seats for the Assembly electoral region which are allocated to a party shall be filled
by the persons on the party’s list in the order in which they appear on the list.

(6) Once a party’s list has been exhausted (by the return of persons included on it as
Assembly members for Assembly constituencies or by the previous application of
subsection (1) or (2)) the party shall be disregarded.

(7) If (on the application of subsection (1) or any application of subsection (2)) the highest
electoral region figure is the electoral region figure of two or more parties or individual
candidates, the subsection shall apply to each of them.

(8) However, where subsection (7) would mean that more than the full number of seats
for the Assembly electoral region were allocated, subsection (1) or (2) shall not apply
until—

(a) arecalculation has been carried out under section 6(1)(b) after adding one to
the number of votes given for each party with that electoral region figure, and

(b) one has been added to the number of votes given for each individual candidate
with that electoral region figure.

(9) If, after that, the highest electoral region figure is still the electoral region figure of
two or more parties or individual candidates, the regional returning officer shall decide
between them by lots.

(10) For the purposes of subsection (5) and section 9 a person included on a list submitted
by a registered political party who is returned as an Assembly member shall be treated
as ceasing to be on the list (even if his return is void).
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Vacancies

8 Constituency seats.

(1) This section applies where the seat of an Assembly member returned for an Assembly
constituency is vacant.

(2) Subject to subsection (6), an election shall be held in the Assembly constituency to
fill the vacancy.

(3) Atthe election to fill the vacancy, each person entitled to vote at the election shall have
only a constituency vote; and the Assembly member for the Assembly constituency
shall be returned under the simple majority system.

(4) The date of the poll at the election shall be fixed by the presiding officer in accordance
with subsection (5).

(5) The date fixed shall be not later than three months after the occurrence of the vacancy,
except that if the vacancy does not come to the presiding officer’s notice within one
month of its occurrence the date fixed shall be not later than three months after the
vacancy comes to his notice.

(6) An election shall not be held if it appears to the presiding officer that the latest date
which may be fixed for the poll would fall within the period of three months preceding
an ordinary election.

(7) A person may not be a candidate in an election to fill a vacancy if he is an Assembly
member or a candidate in another such election.

(8) For the purposes of this section a vacancy shall be taken to have occurred on such date
as may be determined under the standing orders of the Assembly.

(9) References in this section and section 9 to the presiding officer include references to
any person for the time being performing the functions of presiding officer.

9 Electoral region seats.

(1) This section applies where the seat of an Assembly member returned for an Assembly
electoral region is vacant.

(2) If the Assembly member was returned (under section 7 or this section) from the list of
a registered political party, the regional returning officer shall notify to the presiding
officer the name of the person who is to fill the vacancy.

(3) A person’s name may only be so notified if he—
(a) isincluded on that list,

(b) is willing to serve as an Assembly member for the Assembly electoral region,
and

(c) isnot a person to whom subsection (4) applies.

(4) This subsection applies to a person if—
(a) he is not a member of the party, and

(b) the party gives notice to the regional returning officer that his name is not to
be notified to the presiding officer as the name of the person who is to fill
the vacancy.
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(5) But where there is more than one person who satisfies the conditions in subsection (3),
the regional returning officer may only notify the name of whichever of them was the
higher, or highest, on that list.

(6) A person whose name is notified under subsection (2) shall be treated as declared to
be returned as an Assembly member for the Assembly electoral region on the day on
which notification of his name is received by the presiding officer.

(7) If—
(a) the Assembly member whose seat is vacant was returned as an individual
candidate, or
(b) he was returned from the list of a registered political party but there is no-one
who satisfies the conditions in subsection (3),

the seat shall remain vacant until the next ordinary election.
The franchise and conduct of elections

10 Entitlement to vote.

(1) The persons entitled to vote at an election of Assembly members (or of an Assembly
member) in an Assembly constituency are those who on the day of the poll—

(a) would be entitled to vote as electors at a local government election in an
electoral area wholly or partly included in the Assembly constituency, and

(b) areregistered in the register of local government electors at an address within
the Assembly constituency.

(2) But a person is not entitled as an elector—

(a) to cast more than one constituency vote, or more than one electoral region
vote, in the same Assembly constituency at any ordinary election,

(b) to vote in more than one Assembly constituency at any ordinary election, or
(c) to cast more than one vote in an election held under section 8.

11 Power to make provision about elections etc.

(1) The Secretary of State may by order make provision as to—
(a) the conduct of elections for the return of Assembly members,

(b) the questioning of an election for the return of Assembly members and the
consequences of irregularities, and

(c) the return of an Assembly member otherwise than at an election.

(2) The provision which may be made under subsection (1)(a) includes, in particular,
provision—
(a) about the registration of electors,
(b) for disregarding alterations in a register of electors,

(c) about the limitation of the election expenses of candidates and registered
political parties (and the creation of criminal offences in connection with the
limitation of such expenses),

(d) for the combination of polls at elections for the return of Assembly members
and other elections, and
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(e) for modifying the operation of section 4 in a case where the poll at an election
for the return of the Assembly member for an Assembly constituency is
abandoned (or notice of it is countermanded).

(3) An order under this section may—

(a) apply or incorporate, with or without modifications or exceptions, any
provision of, or made under, the Representation of the People Acts or
the ™ European Parliamentary Elections Act 1978 or any other enactment
relating to parliamentary elections, European Parliamentary elections or local
government elections,

(b) modify any form contained in, or in regulations or rules made under, the
Representation of the People Acts so far as may be necessary to enable it to
be used both for the original purpose and in relation to elections for the return
of Assembly members, and

(c) so far as may be necessary in consequence of any provision made by this
Act or an order under this section, amend any provision made by or under
any enactment relating to the registration of parliamentary electors or local
government electors.

(4) An order under this section may require sums to be paid by the Assembly.

(5) No return of an Assembly member at an election shall be questioned except by an
election petition under the provisions of Part III of the Representation of the ¥*People
Act 1983 as applied by or incorporated in an order under this section.

(6) In this Act “regional returning officer”, in relation to any Assembly electoral region,
means the person designated as the regional returning officer for the Assembly
electoral region in accordance with an order under this section.

Marginal Citations
M1 1978 c. 10.
M2 1983 c.2.

Disqualification

12 Disqualification from being Assembly member.

(1) A person is disqualified from being an Assembly member if—

(a) he is disqualified from being a member of the House of Commons
under paragraphs (a) to (e) of section 1(1) of the House of Commons
Disqualification Act 1975 (judges, civil servants, members of the armed
forces, members of police forces and members of foreign legislatures),

(b) he holds any of the offices for the time being designated by Order in Council
as offices disqualifying persons from being Assembly members,

(¢) he holds the office of Auditor General for Wales or the office of Welsh
Administration Ombudsman, or

(d) heisdisqualified from being a member of a local authority under section 17(2)
(b) or 18(7) of the MAudit Commission Act 1998 (members of local
authorities who are responsible for incurring or authorising unlawful
expenditure or whose wilful misconduct has caused a loss or deficiency).
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(2) Subject to section 13(1) and (2), a person is also disqualified from being an
Assembly member if he is disqualified otherwise than under the “*House of Commons
Disqualification Act 1975 (either generally or in relation to a particular constituency)
from being a member of the House of Commons or from sitting and voting in it.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) the references to the Republic of Ireland in section 1
of the Representation of the M*People Act 1981 (disqualification of offenders detained
in, or unlawfully at large from detention in, the British Islands or the Republic of
Ireland) shall be treated as references to any member State (other than the United
Kingdom).

(4) A person who holds office as lord-lieutenant, lieutenant or high sheriff of any area in
Wales is disqualified from being an Assembly member for any Assembly constituency
or Assembly electoral region wholly or partly included in that area.

(5) An Order in Council under paragraph (b) of subsection (1) may designate particular
offices or offices of any description and may designate an office by reference to any
characteristic of a person holding it; and in that paragraph and this subsection “office”
includes any post or employment.

(6) No recommendation shall be made to Her Majesty in Council to make an Order in
Council under subsection (1)(b) unless a draft of the statutory instrument containing
the Order in Council has been laid before, and approved by a resolution of, each House
of Parliament.

(7) But subsection (6) does not apply in the case of an Order in Council varying or
revoking a previous Order in Council if the Assembly has resolved that the Secretary
of State be requested to recommend the making of the Order in Council.

Marginal Citations
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13 Exceptions and relief from disqualification.

(1) A person is not disqualified from being an Assembly member merely because—

(a) he is a peer (whether of the United Kingdom, Great Britain, England or
Scotland), or

(b) he has been ordained or is a minister of any religious denomination.

(2) A citizen of the European Union who is resident in the United Kingdom is not
disqualified from being an Assembly member merely because of section 3 of the Act
of Settlement (disqualification of persons born outside the United Kingdom other than
Commonwealth citizens and citizens of the “Republic of Ireland).

(3) Where a person was, or is alleged to have been, disqualified from being an Assembly
member on a ground within section 12(1)(a), (b) or (c) or (4), the Assembly may
resolve that any disqualification incurred by that person on that ground is to be
disregarded if it appears to the Assembly—

(a) that that ground has been removed, and
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(b) that it is proper so to resolve.

(4) A resolution under subsection (3) shall not—

(a) affect any proceedings under Part III of the Representation of the "*People
Act 1983 as applied by or incorporated in an order under section 11, or

(b) enable the Assembly to disregard any disqualification which has been
established in such proceedings or in proceedings under section 15.

ginal Citations
1700 c. 2.
1983 c. 2.

Effect of disqualification.

(1) If a person who is disqualified from being an Assembly member, or from being
an Assembly member for a particular Assembly constituency or Assembly electoral
region, is returned as an Assembly member or as an Assembly member for that
Assembly constituency or Assembly electoral region, his return shall be void and his
seat vacant.

(2) If an Assembly member becomes disqualified from being an Assembly member or
from being an Assembly member for the Assembly constituency or Assembly electoral
region for which he is sitting, he shall cease to be an Assembly member (so that his
seat is vacant).

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) have effect subject to any resolution of the Assembly under
section 13(3).

(4) Subsection (2) also has effect subject to section 141 of the ¥Mental Health Act 1983
(mental illness) and section 427 of the "'’Insolvency Act 1986 (bankruptcy etc.); and
where, in consequence of either of those sections, the seat of a disqualified Assembly
member is not vacant he shall not cease to be an Assembly member until his seat
becomes vacant but—

(a) he shall not participate in any proceedings of the Assembly (including
proceedings of a committee of the Assembly or of a sub-committee of such
a committee), and

(b) any of his other rights and privileges as an Assembly member may be
withdrawn by the Assembly.

(5) The validity of anything done by the Assembly is not affected by the disqualification of
any person from being an Assembly member or from being an Assembly member for
the Assembly constituency or Assembly electoral region for which he purports to sit.

Marginal Citations
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1983 c. 20.

M10 1986 c. 45.
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Judicial proceedings as to disqualification.

(1) Any person who claims that a person purporting to be an Assembly member is, or at
any time since being returned as an Assembly member has been, disqualified from
being—

(a) an Assembly member, or
(b) an Assembly member for the Assembly constituency or Assembly electoral
region for which he purports to sit,

may apply to the High Court for a declaration to that effect.

(2) An application under subsection (1) in respect of any person may be made whether
the grounds on which it is made are alleged to have subsisted at the time when he was
returned or to have arisen subsequently.

(3) No declaration shall be made under this section in respect of any person—

(a) on grounds which subsisted when he was returned, if an election petition is
pending or has been tried in which his disqualification on those grounds is or
was in issue, or

(b) on any ground, if a resolution under section 13(3) requires that any
disqualification incurred by him on that ground is to be disregarded.

(4) On an application under this section—

(a) the person in respect of whom the application is made shall be the respondent,
and

(b) the applicant shall give such security for the costs of the proceedings as the
court may direct.

(5) The amount of the security shall not exceed £5,000 or such other sum as the Secretary
of State may by order specify.

(6) The decision of the court on an application under this section shall be final.

Remuneration, oaths etc.

Salaries and allowances.

(1) The Assembly shall pay to Assembly members salaries at such levels—
(a) asthe Assembly from time to time determines, or
(b) Dbefore the first determination, as the Secretary of State directs.

(2) The Assembly may pay to Assembly members allowances at such levels—
(a) asthe Assembly may from time to time determine, or
(b) before the first determination, as the Secretary of State may direct.

(3) A determination or direction under this section may provide—
(a) for higher levels of salaries to be payable to Assembly members holding any
of the offices specified in Part III of this Act or in the standing orders of the
Assembly, and
(b) for different salaries to be payable to Assembly members holding different
such offices.

(4) A determination or direction under this section may provide for different allowances
for different cases.
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(5) A determination under this section may provide for levels of salaries or allowances to
change from time to time by reference to a specified formula.

(6) The Assembly may not delegate the function of making a determination under this
section.

(7) A determination under this section shall not be made unless a motion to approve it
is passed by the Assembly on a vote in which at least two-thirds of the Assembly
members voting support the motion.

(8) The standing orders of the Assembly must include provision for the publication of
every determination under this section; and the Secretary of State shall publish any
direction under this section as soon as is reasonably practicable after it is given.

Limit on salaries of members of other public bodies.

(1) The Secretary of State may by order make provision such as is specified in
subsection (3) in relation to any Assembly members to whom relevant remuneration
is payable—

(a) pursuant to a resolution (or combination of resolutions) of either House of
Parliament relating to the remuneration of members of that House,

(b) under section 1 of the "' European Parliament (Pay and Pensions) Act 1979
(remuneration of United Kingdom MEPs), or

(c) in respect of their membership of any other public body (whether elected or
appointed) which is specified in the order.

(2) In this section “relevant remuneration” means—
(a) asalary, or

(b) any allowance of a description specified by order made by the Secretary of
State.

(3) The provision referred to in subsection (1) is provision that the amount of the salary
payable to an Assembly member under section 16—

(a) shall be reduced to a specified proportion of what it otherwise would be or
to a specified amount, or

(b) shall be reduced by the amount of the relevant remuneration payable to him
as mentioned in subsection (1), by a specified proportion of that amount or
by some other specified amount.

(4) An order under subsection (1) may make different provision in relation to Assembly
members—

(a) to whom (apart from the order) different amounts of salary would be payable
under section 16, or

(b) to whom different amounts of relevant remuneration are payable as mentioned
in subsection (1).

(5) Such an order may include provision that it (or a specified part of it) is not to apply to
a specified Assembly member or description of Assembly members—

(a) either indefinitely or for a specified period, and
(b) either unconditionally or subject to the fulfilment of specified conditions.
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Marginal Citations
M11 1979 c. 50.

18 Pensions etc.

(1) The Assembly may make such provision for the payment of pensions, allowances and
gratuities to or in respect of persons who have ceased to be Assembly members—

(a) asthe Assembly may from time to time determine, or
(b) before the first determination, as the Secretary of State may direct.

(2) The provision which may be made under this section includes, in particular, provision
for—

(a) the making of payments towards the provision of superannuation benefits, and

(b) establishing and administering one or more schemes for the provision of such
benefits.

(3) Different provision may be made under this section for different cases.

(4) The Assembly may not delegate the function of making a determination under this
section.

(5) A determination under this section shall not be made unless a motion to approve it
is passed by the Assembly on a vote in which at least two-thirds of the Assembly
members voting support the motion.

(6) The standing orders of the Assembly must include provision for the publication of
every determination under this section; and the Secretary of State shall publish any
direction under this section as soon as is reasonably practicable after it is given.

(7) A determination or direction under this section shall not affect pensions or allowances
in payment before the determination was made or the direction was given.

19 Publication of information about remuneration paid.

The standing orders of the Assembly must contain provision for the publication of
information relating to sums paid under sections 16 and 18 for each financial year.

20 Oath or affirmation of allegiance.

(1) An Assembly member shall take the oath of allegiance set out in section 2 of the
MI2promissory Oaths Act 1868 (or make the corresponding affirmation) as soon as
may be after he is returned as an Assembly member (whether for the first time or
subsequently).

(2) The oath shall be taken (or the affirmation made) before a person appointed by the
Assembly (or, until the first appointment is made by the Assembly, before a person
appointed by the Secretary of State).

(3) Until an Assembly member has taken the oath (or made the affirmation) he shall not do
anything as an Assembly member (other than take part in proceedings of the Assembly
at which Assembly members take the oath or make the affirmation, or any earlier
proceedings for the election of the presiding officer or deputy presiding officer).


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1979/50
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(4) If an Assembly member has not taken the oath (or made the affirmation) within—

(a) the period of two months beginning with the day on which he was declared
to be returned as an Assembly member, or

(b) such longer period as the Assembly may have allowed before the end of that
period of two months,

he shall at the end of that period of two months or longer period cease to be an
Assembly member (so that his seat is vacant).

(5) No salary, allowance, gratuity or payment towards the provision of superannuation
benefits shall be paid under this Act to or in respect of an Assembly member until he
has taken the oath (or made the affirmation); but this subsection does not affect any
entitlement to payments in respect of the period before he took the oath (or made the
affirmation) once he has done so.

Marginal Citations
M12 1868 c. 72.

PART IT [ I58

ASSEMBLY FUNCTIONS

Commencement Information
n Part II (ss. 21-45) in force at 1.12.1998 by S.I. 1998/2789, art. 2

Introduction

21 Introductory.

The Assembly shall have the functions which are—
(a) transferred to, or made exercisable by, the Assembly by virtue of this Act, or
(b) conferred or imposed on the Assembly by or under this Act or any other Act.

Transfer of Ministerial functions to Assembly

22 Transfer of Ministerial functions.

(1) Her Majesty may by Order in Council—

(a) provide for the transfer to the Assembly of any function so far as exercisable
by a Minister of the Crown in relation to Wales,

(b) direct that any function so far as so exercisable shall be exercisable by the
Assembly concurrently with the Minister of the Crown, or

(c) direct that any function so far as exercisable by a Minister of the Crown in
relation to Wales shall be exercisable by the Minister only with the agreement
of, or after consultation with, the Assembly.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1868/72
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/2789
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/2789/article/2
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(2) The Secretary of State shall, before the first ordinary election, lay before each House
of Parliament the draft of an Order in Council under this section making provision
for the transfer of such functions in each of the fields specified in Schedule 2 as the
Secretary of State considers appropriate.

(3) An Order in Council under this section may contain any appropriate consequential,
incidental, supplementary or transitional provisions or savings (including provisions
in the form of amendments or repeals of enactments).

(4) No recommendation shall be made to Her Majesty in Council to make an Order in
Council under this section—

(a) unless a draft of the statutory instrument containing the Order in Council has
been laid before, and approved by a resolution of, each House of Parliament,
and

(b) in the case of an Order in Council varying or revoking a previous Order in
Council, unless such a draft has also been laid before, and approved by a
resolution of, the Assembly.

(5) Schedule 3 (which makes further provision about the transfer etc. of functions by
Order in Council under this section) has effect.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C4  S. 22 modified (30.6.1999) by 1999 c. 9, ss. 14(1)(2), 17(2)(d)
S. 22 modified (E.W.S.) (1.1.2002 for E. and 1.9.2002 otherwise) by 2001 c. 10, s. 42(5) (with s.
43(13)); S.1. 2001/2217, art. 5 (as amended by virtue of S.I. 2001/2614, art. 4); S.I1. 2002/2217, art. 3,
Sch. 1 Pt. 1
S. 22 modified (1.4.2003 for E. and 9.1.2004 for W.) by Education Act 2002 (c. 32), ss. 208(3), 211,
216 (with ss. 210(8), 214(4)); S.I. 2003/124, art. 4; S.1. 2003/2961, art. 7, Sch. Pt. IV

CS5  S.22extended (7.11.2002) by Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38), s. 145(4) (with Sch. 4 paras.
6-8)

C6 S. 22 modified (18.4.2005) by Commissioners for Revenue and Customs Act 2005 (c. 11), ss. 8(4)(5),
53(1); S.I. 2005/1126, art. 2(2)(e)

23 General transfer of property, rights and liabilities etc.

(1) There shall be transferred to and vest in the Assembly by virtue of this subsection all
property, rights and liabilities to which a Minister of the Crown is entitled or subject,
at the coming into force of an Order in Council under section 22, in connection with
any function exercisable by the Minister which is transferred by the Order in Council.

(2) There may be continued by or in relation to the Assembly anything (including legal
proceedings) which relates to—
(a) any function exercisable by a Minister of the Crown which is transferred by
an Order in Council under section 22, or
(b) any property, rights or liabilities transferred by subsection (1) as the result of
the transfer of any such function by such an Order in Council,
and which is in the process of being done by or in relation to the Minister immediately
before the coming into force of the Order in Council.

(3) Anything which was done by a Minister of the Crown for the purpose of or in
connection with—


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/9/section/14/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/9/section/17/2/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/10/section/42/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/10/section/43/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/10/section/43/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2217
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2217/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2614
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2614/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/2217
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/2217/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2002/2217/schedule/1/part/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32/section/208/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32/section/211
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32/section/216
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32/section/210/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/32/section/214/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/124
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/124/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/2961
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/2961/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/2961/schedule/part/IV
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/38/section/145/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/38/schedule/4/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/38/schedule/4/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11/section/8/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/11/section/53/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/1126
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/1126/article/2/2/e
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(a) any function exercisable by the Minister which is transferred by an Order in
Council under section 22, or

(b) any property, rights or liabilities transferred by subsection (1) as the result of
the transfer of any such function by such an Order in Council,

and which is in effect immediately before the coming into force of the Order in Council
shall have effect as if done by the Assembly.

(4) The Assembly shall be substituted for any Minister of the Crown in any instruments,
contracts or legal proceedings which relate to—

(a) any function exercisable by the Minister which is transferred by an Order in
Council under section 22, or

(b) any property, rights or liabilities transferred by subsection (1) as the result of
the transfer of any such function by such an Order in Council,

and which are made or commenced before the coming into force of the Order in
Council.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C7  S.23(1) restricted (1.7.1999) by S.1. 1999/672, art. 7
S. 23(1) restricted (16.2.2000) by S.I. 2000/253, arts. 1(2), 10

C8  S.23(1) excluded (15.11.2001) by S.1. 2001/3679, arts. 1, 3; S.I. 2001/3686, reg. 1

C9  S.23(1) applied (18.11.2004) by The National Assembly for Wales (Transfer of Functions) Order 2004
(S.I. 2004/3044), art. 1(2), 5

C10 S. 23(1) excluded (8.6.2006) by The National Assembly for Wales (Transfer of Functions) Order 2006
(S.I. 2006/1458), arts. 1(2), 4

C11 S.23(1) excluded (15.12.2006) by The National Assembly for Wales (Transfer of Functions) (No.2)
Order 2006 (S.1. 2006/3334), arts. 1(2), 5

24 General transfer: supplementary.

(1) An Order in Council under section 22 may provide that all or any of the provisions
of section 23—

(a) shall not apply in relation to the transfer of functions by the Order in Council
or to the property, rights and liabilities connected with the functions,

(b) shall apply only in relation to the transfer of particular functions by the Order
in Council or to particular property, rights or liabilities connected with the
functions transferred by the Order in Council, or

(c) shall not apply in relation to the transfer of particular functions by the Order
in Council or to particular property, rights or liabilities connected with the
functions transferred by the Order in Council.

(2) Section 23 does not apply to rights or liabilities relating to the employment of persons
in Crown employment (as defined in section 191(3) of the Y"*Employment Rights Act
1996).

Marginal Citations
M13 1996 c. 18.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/253
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/253/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/253/article/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3679
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3679/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3679/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3686
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3686/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3044
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3044
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3044/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/3044/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1458
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1458
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1458/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1458/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/38/section/23/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/3334
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/3334
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/3334/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/3334/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/18
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26

Power to make specific transfers etc.

(1) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for the transfer to the Assembly
of—
(a) any specified property, rights or liabilities, or
(b) property, rights or liabilities of any specified description,
to which a Minister of the Crown is entitled or subject.

(2) An order under subsection (1) may provide for the transfer of any property, rights or
liabilities to have effect subject to exceptions or reservations specified in or determined
under the order.

(3) An order under subsection (1) may provide—

(a) for the creation in favour of a Minister of the Crown of interests in, or rights
over, property transferred to the Assembly,

(b) for the creation in favour of the Assembly of interests in, or rights over,
property retained by a Minister of the Crown, or

(c) for the creation of new rights and liabilities between the Assembly and a
Minister of the Crown.

(4) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for the continuation by or in
relation to the Assembly of—

(a) any specified thing, or
(b) anything of a specified description,
commenced by or in relation to a Minister of the Crown.

(5) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for—
(a) any specified thing, or
(b) anything of a specified description,
done by a Minister of the Crown to have effect as if done by the Assembly.

(6) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for the substitution of the
Assembly for any Minister of the Crown in—

(a) any specified instrument, contract or legal proceedings, or
(b) any instrument, contract or legal proceedings of a specified description.

(7) An order under this section may be made in consequence of the making of an Order
in Council under section 22 or in any other circumstances in which the Secretary of
State considers it appropriate to make such an order.

(8) An order under this section may contain any appropriate consequential, incidental,
supplementary or transitional provisions or savings.

Transfers of property: supplementary.

(1) A certificate issued by the Secretary of State that any property has been transferred
by—
(a) section 23, or
(b) an order under section 25,
shall be conclusive evidence of the transfer.
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27

(2) Section 23 and an order under section 25 shall have effect in relation to property, rights
or liabilities to which it applies in spite of any provision (of whatever nature) which
would prevent or restrict the transfer of the property, rights or liabilities otherwise than
by that section or such an order.

Other functions

Reform of Welsh health authorities.

(1) The Assembly may by order make provision for the transfer to the Assembly of any
or all of the functions of a Welsh health authority.

(2) In this section “Welsh health authority” means—
(a) aHealth Authority for an area in, or consisting of, Wales, or
(b) a Special Health Authority performing functions in respect only of Wales.

(3) An order under subsection (1) relating to a Health Authority may provide for the
transfer of any or all of the functions of the authority with respect to the whole, or any
part, of the area for which the authority act.

(4) If such an order provides for the transfer of all of the authority’s functions with respect
to a part of that area, it shall also include provision—

(a) specitying the rest of that area as the new area for which the authority are to
act, and

(b) specifying as the name by which the authority shall be known (in addition
to the title “Health Authority”) such name as appears to the Assembly
appropriately to signify the connection of the authority with the new area.

(5) Where an order under subsection (1) transfers—

(a) all of the functions of a Health Authority with respect to the whole of the area
for which the authority act, or

(b) all of the functions of a Special Health Authority,
the Assembly may by order make provision for the abolition of the authority.

(6) Subsection (7) applies where—

(a) a Health Authority which act for an area are abolished by an order under
subsection (5), or

(b) an order under subsection (1) relating to a Health Authority provides for the
transfer of all of the functions of the authority with respect to a part of the
area for which the authority act.

(7) Where this subsection applies—

(a) the duty imposed by section 8(1) and (5)(a) of the ™*National Health Service
Act 1977 (duty to establish Health Authorities covering whole of England and
Wales) no longer requires there to be a Health Authority for the area mentioned
in paragraph (a) of subsection (6), or the part mentioned in paragraph (b) of
that subsection, but

(b) the duty imposed by section 20 of that Act (duty to establish community
health councils covering the areas of all Health Authorities) includes a duty
to establish one or more community health councils covering that area or part
(whether or not together with the area, or part of the area, for which any Health
Authority act).
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(8) An order under subsection (1) or (5) relating to a Welsh health authority may include
provision for the transfer of staff of the authority and of any property, rights and
liabilities to which the authority are entitled or subject.

(9) An order under this section may contain any appropriate consequential, incidental,
supplementary or transitional provisions or savings (including provisions in the form
of amendments or repeals of enactments).

(10) Nothing in this section limits any power conferred by the “"'*National Health Service
Act 1977.

Marginal Citations
M14 1977 c. 49.
M15 1977 c. 49.

28 Reform of other Welsh public bodies.

(1) The Assembly may by order make, in relation to any one or more of the statutory
functions of a body specified in Part I or II of Schedule 4, provision for the transfer
of the function or functions—

(a) toabody specified in Part I or III of that Schedule,

(b) to a body specified in Part II or IV of that Schedule if that body consents to
the transfer to it of the function or functions,

(c) to a county council, county borough council or community council in Wales
(or to more than one such council), or

(d) tothe Assembly.

(2) Where the Assembly considers that, if a statutory function of a body specified in Part
I or II of Schedule 4 were transferred to a body within any of paragraphs (a) to (d) of
subsection (1) by an order under that subsection, that body—

(a) would not be able to exercise the function because the function requires or
permits something to be done in relation to that body, or

(b) could by exercising another of its functions do what the function would require
or permit that body to do,

the Assembly may by order make provision for the abolition of the function.

(3) Where each of the statutory functions of a body specified in Part I or II of Schedule 4
is transferred or abolished by an order under subsection (1) or (2), the Assembly may
by order make provision—

(a) for the abolition of the body if it is a body specified in Part I of that Schedule,
or

(b) for the abolition of the duty to recognise the body if it is a body specified in
Part I1 of that Schedule.

(4) An order under subsection (1), (2) or (3)(a) making provision in relation to a body
specified in Part I of Schedule 4 may include provision for the transfer of staff of the
body and of any property, rights and liabilities to which the body is entitled or subject
and may in particular—
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(a) provide for the transfer of any property, rights or liabilities to have effect
subject to exceptions or reservations specified in or determined under the
order,

(b) provide for the creation of interests in, or rights over, property transferred or
retained or for the creation of new rights and liabilities between the body and
the transferee,

(¢) provide for the order to have effect in spite of any provision (of whatever
nature) which would prevent or restrict the transfer of the property, rights or
liabilities otherwise than by the order, or

(d) make provision about property situated outside the United Kingdom or rights
and liabilities arising otherwise than under the law of England and Wales.

(5) Where by an order under subsection (1) or (2)—

(a) any function of a body specified in Part I of Schedule 4 is transferred or
abolished, or

(b) any function is transferred to a body specified in Part I or III of that Schedule,
the Assembly may by order make provision altering the membership of the body.

(6) An order under subsection (3)(a) making provision for the abolition of a body may
include provision for the abolition of any duty in compliance with which it was
established or constituted.

(7) An order under this section may contain any appropriate consequential, incidental,
supplementary or transitional provisions or savings (including provisions in the form
of amendments or repeals of enactments).

(8) In this section “statutory functions” means functions conferred or imposed by an
enactment (including an enactment which is contained in an Act passed after this Act
or is made after the passing of this Act).

29 Implementation of Community law.

(1) The power to designate a Minister of the Crown or government department under
section 2(2) of the " *European Communities Act 1972 may be exercised to designate
the Assembly.

(2) Accordingly, the Assembly may exercise the power to make regulations conferred by
section 2(2) of the ™European Communities Act 1972 in relation to any matter, or
for any purpose, if the Assembly has been designated in relation to that matter or for
that purpose, but subject to such restrictions or conditions (if any) as may be specified
by the Order in Council designating the Assembly.

(3) Paragraph 2(2) of Schedule 2 to the “'®European Communities Act 1972
(Parliamentary procedure) shall not apply to a statutory instrument containing
regulations made by the Assembly unless the statutory instrument contains
regulations—

(a) made by a Minister of the Crown or government department (whether or not
jointly with the Assembly),

(b) relating to an English border area, or

(c) relating to a cross-border body (and not relating only to the exercise of
functions, or the carrying on of activities, by the body in or with respect to
Wales or a part of Wales).
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(4) The power conferred by section 56 of the ""Finance Act 1973 (services provided in
pursuance of a Community obligation etc.) on the Minister in charge of a government
department to make (with the consent of the Treasury) regulations prescribing, or
providing for the determination of, fees and charges in respect of things done by the
department may be exercised by the Assembly (with the consent of the Treasury)
for prescribing, or providing for the determination of, fees and charges in respect of
corresponding things done by the Assembly.

(5) Section 56(4) of the ™Finance Act 1973 shall not cause a statutory instrument
containing regulations made by the Assembly to be subject to annulment in pursuance
of a resolution of either House of Parliament unless the statutory instrument contains
regulations—

(a) made by a Minister of the Crown (whether or not jointly with the Assembly),

(b) relating to an English border area, or

(c) relating to a cross-border body (and not relating only to the exercise of
functions, or the carrying on of activities, by the body in or with respect to
Wales or a part of Wales).

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C12 S.29(3) applied (18.11.2004) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), ss. 260(5), 263

Marginal Citations
M16 1972 c. 68.
M17 1972 c. 68.
M18 1972 c. 68.
M19 1973 c.51.
M20 1973 c.51.

30 Consultation about public appointments.

(1) Her Majesty may by Order in Council make provision requiring any Minister of the
Crown or other person to consult the Assembly before—

(a) appointing a person to a specified public post,

(b) recommending, consenting to or approving the appointment of a person to a
specified public post,

(c) nominating a person for appointment to a specified public post, or

(d) selecting persons with a view to the appointment of one or more of them to a
specified public post (whether or not by the person subject to the requirement).

(2) In subsection (1) “a specified public post” means—

(a) apublic office specified, or of a description specified, in the Order in Council,
or

(b) membership, or membership of a description so specified, of a public body so
specified or of a description so specified.

(3) An Order in Council under this section may not specify any public office or body, or
public offices or bodies of any description, unless the office or body exercises, or all
offices or bodies of the description exercise, functions in or in relation to Wales or
a part of Wales (whether or not they also exercise functions in or in relation to any
other area).
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(4) An Order in Council under this section may impose a requirement on a person even
where—

(a) he is required to consult, or obtain the consent or approval of, another person
before acting, or

(b) heisrequired to act at the request of another person or after a recommendation,
nomination or selection has been made by another person.

(5) A requirement imposed by an Order in Council under this section need not be complied
with in relation to an appointment if—
(a) it is not reasonably practicable to comply with it because of the urgency of
making the appointment, or

(b) the appointment is a temporary one.

(6) Where a person is appointed to an office or membership of a body, any failure to
comply with a requirement imposed by an Order in Council under this section in
relation to the appointment does not affect the validity of anything done by or in
relation to him as the holder of the office, or by or in relation to the body while he
is a member of it.

(7) An Order in Council under this section may contain any appropriate consequential,
incidental, transitional or supplementary provisions or savings (including provisions
in the form of amendments or repeals of enactments).

(8) No recommendation shall be made to Her Majesty in Council to make an Order in
Council under this section which contains provisions in the form of amendments or
repeals of enactments contained in an Act unless a draft of the statutory instrument
containing the Order in Council has been laid before, and approved by a resolution
of, each House of Parliament.

(9) A statutory instrument containing an Order in Council under this section shall (unless
a draft of it has been approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament) be subject
to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

31 Consultation about government’s legislative programme.

(1) As soon as is reasonably practicable after the beginning of each session of Parliament,
the Secretary of State for Wales shall undertake with the Assembly such consultation
about the government’s legislative programme for the session as appears to him to be
appropriate but including attending and participating in proceedings of the Assembly
relating to the programme on at least one occasion.

(2) For this purpose the government’s legislative programme for a session of Parliament
consists of the bills which (at the beginning of the session) are intended to be
introduced into either House of Parliament during the session by a Minister of the
Crown.

(3) If at any time after the beginning of a session of Parliament—

(a) itis decided that a bill should be introduced into either House of Parliament
during the session by a Minister of the Crown, and

(b) no consultation about the bill has been undertaken under subsection (1),

the Secretary of State for Wales shall undertake with the Assembly such consultation
about the bill as appears to him to be appropriate.
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(4) This section does not require the Secretary of State for Wales to undertake consultation
with the Assembly about a bill if he considers that there are considerations relating to
the bill which make it inappropriate for him to do so.

32 Support of culture etc.

The Assembly may do anything it considers appropriate to support—
(a) museums, art galleries or libraries in Wales,
(b) buildings of historical or architectural interest, or other places of historical
interest, in Wales,
(c) the Welsh language, or
(d) the arts, crafts, sport or other cultural or recreational activities in Wales.

33 Consideration of matters affecting Wales.

The Assembly may consider, and make appropriate representations about, any matter
affecting Wales.

Ancillary powers etc.

34 Staff. JIALE
(1) The Assembly may appoint such staff as it considers appropriate.

(2) Service as a member of the Assembly’s staff shall be service in Her Majesty’s Home
Civil Service.

(3) Subsection (1) is subject to any provision made in relation to Her Majesty’s Home
Civil Service by or under any Order in Council.

(4) Section 1(2) of the ™'Civil Service (Management Functions) Act 1992 (delegation
of civil service management functions vested in a Minister of the Crown to any other
servant of the Crown) shall have effect as if the reference to any other servant of the
Crown included the Assembly.

(5) Section 1(2) and (3) of the M*Superannuation Act 1972 (delegation of functions
relating to civil service superannuation schemes by Minister for the Civil Service to
another Minister etc. and consultation by that Minister or another Minister) shall have
effect as if the references to a Minister of the Crown other than the Minister for the
Civil Service included the Assembly.

(6) The Assembly shall pay to the Minister for the Civil Service, at such times as he may
direct, such sums as he may determine in respect of—

(a) the provision of pensions, allowances or gratuities by virtue of section 1 of
the M Superannuation Act 1972 to or in respect of persons who are or have
been members of the Assembly’s staff, and

(b) the expenses incurred in administering those pensions, allowances or
gratuities.

(7) The Assembly may make any such payments towards the provision of superannuation
benefits for or in respect of any member of the Assembly’s staff as it considers
appropriate.
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['34A  Assistance to groups of Assembly members.

(1) The Assembly may make to (or in respect of) groups of Assembly members such
payments as the Assembly from time to time determines for the purpose of assisting
Assembly members in the groups to perform their functions as Assembly members.

(2) A determination under this section may make provision—

(a) for ascertaining the groups to which (or in respect of which) payments are
to be made,

(b) for calculating the amount of any payment to a group,
(c) for the conditions subject to which payments are to be made, and

(d) for