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Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART X

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

CHAPTER VI

GENERAL

Documents and evidence

566 Evidence: documents.

(1) In any legal proceedings, any of the following documents, namely—
(a) a document purporting to be a document issued by a [F1local authority in

connection with the exercise of their education functions], and to be signed
by the clerk of that authority or by the [F2director of children’s services (in
the case of an authority in England) or the chief education officer (in the case
of an authority in Wales)] or by any other officer of the authority authorised
to sign it,

(b) a document purporting to be an extract from the minutes of the proceedings
of the governing body of [F3a maintained school], and to be signed by the
chairman of the governing body or by their clerk,

(c) a document purporting to be a certificate giving particulars of the attendance
of a child or young person at a school, and to be signed by the head teacher
of the school, and

(d) a document purporting to be a certificate issued by a medical officer of a
[F4local authority], and to be signed by such an officer,

shall be received in evidence and shall be treated, without further proof, as the
document which it purports to be and as having been signed by the person by whom
it purports to have been signed, unless the contrary is proved.
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(2) In any legal proceedings, any such extract or certificate as is mentioned in
subsection (1)(b), (c) or (d) shall be evidence of the matters stated in it.

[F5(3) Where a child of compulsory school age is required to attend at—
(a) any place at which education is provided for him in the circumstances

mentioned in subsection (1) [F6or (1A)] of section 444ZA, or
(b) any place in the circumstances mentioned in subsection [F7(1B) or] (2) of that

section,
subsection (1)(c) has effect as if the place in question were a school and the person
in charge of the provision of education or training at that place were its head teacher
(and subsection (2) has effect accordingly).]
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