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Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART II

SCHOOLS MAINTAINED BY LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHMENT, ALTERATION ETC. OF COUNTY AND VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS

Division of a single school into two or more schools

50 Division of a county school

(1) Where—
(a) a county school is organised in two or more departments, and
(b) the local education authority submit to the Secretary of State proposals that

the school should be divided into two or more separate schools,
the Secretary of State may by order direct that the school shall be divided into two or
more separate county schools.

(2) Any such order shall come into operation on such date as may be specified in the order;
and as from that date the local education authority shall maintain as a county school
each of the separate schools constituted in pursuance of the order.

(3) An order under this section may contain such incidental, consequential and
supplemental provisions as the Secretary of State thinks fit, and may, in particular,
include provision for defining the premises of each of the separate schools to be
constituted in pursuance of the order.

(4) The constitution of a separate school in pursuance of an order under this section does
not amount to the establishment of a new school for the purposes of section 35(1).
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(5) In this section “department”, in relation to a school, means a part of the school
organised under a separate head teacher.

51 Division of a voluntary school

(1) Where—
(a) a controlled or aided school is organised in two or more separate departments,

and
(b) the governing body, after consulting the local education authority, submit to

the Secretary of State proposals that the school should be divided into two or
more separate schools,

the Secretary of State may by order direct that the school shall be divided into two or
more separate voluntary schools.

(2) Where the school is a controlled school, the order shall direct that each of the schools
into which it is to be divided shall be a controlled school.

(3) Where the school is an aided school, the order shall direct that each of the schools
into which it is to be divided shall be an aided school; except that, if the governing
body request the Secretary of State to direct that all or any of those schools shall be
controlled schools, the order shall direct accordingly.

(4) An order under this section shall come into operation on such date as may be specified
in the order; and as from that date the local education authority shall maintain as a
voluntary school each of the separate schools constituted in pursuance of the order.

(5) An order under this section may contain such incidental, consequential and
supplemental provisions as the Secretary of State thinks fit, and may, in particular,
include provision for defining the premises of each of the separate schools to be
constituted in pursuance of the order.

(6) The constitution of a separate school in pursuance of an order under this section does
not amount to the establishment of a new school for the purposes of section 41(1).

(7) No order shall be made under this section for the division of a school in respect of
which a special agreement is in force.

(8) In this section “department”, in relation to a school, means a part of the school
organised under a separate head teacher.


