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Broadcasting Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 55

PART IV

SPORTING AND OTHER EVENTS OF NATIONAL INTEREST

97 Listed events

(1) For the purposes of this Part, a listed event is a sporting or other event of national
interest which is for the time being included in a list drawn up by the Secretary of
State for the purposes of this Part.

(2) The Secretary of State shall not at any time draw up, revise or cease to maintain such
a list as is mentioned in subsection (1) unless he has first consulted—

(a) the BBC,
(b) the Welsh Authority,
(c) the Commission, and
(d) in relation to a relevant event, the person from whom the rights to televise that

event may be acquired;
and for the purposes of this subsection a relevant event is a sporting or other event
of national interest which the Secretary of State proposes to include in, or omit from,
the list.

(3) As soon as he has drawn up or revised such a list as is mentioned in subsection (1),
the Secretary of State shall publish the list in such manner as he considers appropriate
for bringing it to the attention of—

(a) the persons mentioned in subsection (2), and
(b) every person who is the holder of a licence granted by the Commission under

Part I of the 1990 Act or a digital programme licence granted by them under
Part I of this Act.

(4) In this section “national interest” includes interest within England, Scotland, Wales
or Northern Ireland.
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(5) The addition of any relevant event to such a list as is mentioned in subsection (1) shall
not affect—

(a) the validity of any contract entered into before the date on which the Secretary
of State consulted the persons mentioned in subsection (2) in relation to the
proposed addition, or

(b) the exercise of any rights acquired under such a contract.

(6) The list drawn up by the Secretary of State for the purposes of section 182 of the 1990
Act, as that list is in force immediately before the commencement of this section, shall
be taken to have been drawn up for the purposes of this Part.


