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Hong Kong (War Wives
and Widows) Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 41

1 Acquisition of British citizenship.

(1) The Secretary of State may, on an application made for the purpose, register as a British
citizen any woman who, before the passing of this Act, was the recipient or intended
recipient of a UK settlement letter if—

(a) she has her residence, or principal residence, in Hong Kong; F1...
(b) where she is no longer married to the man in recognition of whose service the

assurance was given, she has not remarried[F2; and
(c) the Secretary of State is satisfied that she is of good character]

(2) In this section “UK settlement letter” means a letter written by the Secretary of State
which—

(a) confirmed the assurance given to the intended recipient that, in recognition
of her husband’s service, or her late or former husband’s service, in defence
of Hong Kong during the Second World War, she could come to the United
Kingdom for settlement at any time; and

(b) was sent by the Secretary of State to the Hong Kong Immigration Department
for onward transmission to the intended recipient (whether or not she in fact
received it).
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