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Disability Discrimination Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 50

PART V

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Taxis

37 Carrying of guide dogs and hearing dogs

(1) This section imposes duties on the driver of a taxi which has been hired—
(a) by or for a disabled person who is accompanied by his guide dog or hearing

dog, or
(b) by a person who wishes such a disabled person to accompany him in the taxi.

(2) The disabled person is referred to in this section as “the passenger”.

(3) The duties are—
(a) to carry the passenger’s dog and allow it to remain with the passenger; and
(b) not to make any additional charge for doing so.

(4) A driver of a taxi who fails to comply with any duty imposed on him by this section is
guilty of an offence and liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale.

(5) If the licensing authority is satisfied that it is appropriate on medical grounds to exempt
a person from the duties imposed by this section, it shall issue him with a certificate
of exemption.

(6) In determining whether to issue a certificate of exemption, the licensing authority
shall, in particular, have regard to the physical characteristics of the taxi which the
applicant drives or those of any kind of taxi in relation to which he requires the
certificate.

(7) A certificate of exemption shall be issued—
(a) with respect to a specified taxi or a specified kind of taxi; and
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(b) for such period as may be specified in the certificate.

(8) The driver of a taxi is exempt from the duties imposed by this section if—
(a) a certificate of exemption issued to him under this section is in force with

respect to the taxi; and
(b) the prescribed notice of his exemption is exhibited on the taxi in the prescribed

manner.

(9) The Secretary of State may, for the purposes of this section, prescribe any other
category of dog trained to assist a disabled person who has a disability of a prescribed
kind.

(10) This section applies in relation to any such prescribed category of dog as it applies
in relation to guide dogs.

(11) In this section—
“guide dog” means a dog which has been trained to guide a blind person;

and
“hearing dog” means a dog which has been trained to assist a deaf person.


