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Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 46

PART XI

SENTENCING

Pre-sentencing procedure

203 Reports.

(1) Where a person specified in section 27(1)(b)(i) to (vi) of the M1Social Work (Scotland)
Act 1968 commits an offence, the court shall not dispose of the case without obtaining
from the local authority in whose area the person resides a report as to—

(a) the circumstances of the offence; and
(b) the character of the offender, including his behaviour while under the

supervision, or as the case may be subject to the order, so specified in relation
to him.

[F1(1A) However, if there is available to the court a report from a local authority—
(a) of the kind described in subsection (1)(b) above; and
(b) which was prepared in relation to the person not more than 3 months before

the person was convicted of the offence,
the court need not obtain another report of that kind before disposing of the case unless
it considers, following representations made by or on behalf of the person as to the
person's circumstances, that it is appropriate to obtain another report.

(1B) Nothing in subsection (1) or (1A) above requires the court to obtain a report if the
court is satisfied, having regard to its likely method of dealing with the case before it
for disposal, that the report would not be of any material assistance.]

(2) In subsection (1) above, “the court” does not include a [F2JP court] .

(3) Where, in any case, a report by an officer of a local authority is made to the court
with a view to assisting the court in determining the most suitable method of dealing
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with any person in respect of an offence, a copy of the report shall be given by the
clerk of the court to
[F3(a) the offender,

(b) the offender's solicitor (if any), and
(c) the prosecutor.]
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