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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 4

VEHICLE EXCISE AND REGISTRATION

PART IV

RATES: SUPPLEMENTARY

Introduction
17 This Part of this Schedule (which supplements provisions of Part III of this

Schedule) makes—
(a) provision for determining the revenue weight of a vehicle, and
(b) consequential amendments.

Issue of vehicle licences
18 In section 7(3) of the 1994 Act (matters that may be contained in declarations and

particulars to be made or furnished by applicants for licences) for paragraph (b)
there shall be substituted—

“(b) the vehicle’s revenue weight,
(ba) the place where the vehicle has been or is normally kept, and”.

Exchange of licences
19 In section 15(4) of the 1994 Act (exchange of licences where higher rate becomes

chargeable) at the beginning there shall be inserted “Subject to section 7(5),”.

Exceptions from charge at higher rate
20 In section 16 of the 1994 Act (exceptions from charge at higher rate) in each of

subsections (2)(b)(i), (4)(b)(i) and (6)(b)(i) for the words “a plated train weight (or,
in Northern Ireland, a relevant maximum train weight)” there shall be substituted
“a revenue weight”.

Combined road and rail transport
21 In section 20 of the 1994 Act (combined road and rail transport) for subsection (3)

there shall be substituted the following subsection—

“(3) In this section “relevant goods vehicle” means any vehicle the rate of duty
applicable to which is provided for in Part VIII of Schedule 1 or which would
be such a vehicle if Part VI of that Schedule did not apply to the vehicle.”
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Relevant higher rate used in calculating penalty
22 In section 39 of the 1994 Act (relevant higher rate used in calculating penalty)—

(a) in subsection (2)(a) for the words “plated gross weight or plated train
weight (or, in Northern Ireland, a relevant maximum weight or relevant
maximum train weight)” there shall be substituted “revenue weight”;

(b) in each of subsections (4)(a) and (5)(a) for the words “plated gross weight
or plated train weight (or, in Northern Ireland, relevant maximum weight
or relevant maximum train weight)” there shall be substituted “revenue
weight”;

(c) in the words after paragraph (b) of each of subsections (4) and (5) for the
words “plated gross weight or plated train weight (or relevant maximum
weight or relevant maximum train weight)” there shall be substituted
“revenue weight”.

Relevant period used in calculating penalty
23 In section 40(2) of the 1994 Act (relevant period used in calculating penalty)—

(a) for the words “plated gross weight or a plated train weight (or, in Northern
Ireland, a relevant maximum weight or relevant maximum train weight)”
there shall be substituted “revenue weight”;

(b) for the words “was plated with (or rated at) the higher weight” there shall
be substituted “became a vehicle with a higher revenue weight”.

False or misleading information etc.
24 In section 45 of the 1994 Act (false or misleading information) after subsection (3)

there shall be inserted the following subsections—

“(3A) A person who, in supplying information or producing documents for the
purposes of any regulations made under section 61A—

(a) makes a statement which to his knowledge is false or in any material
respect misleading or recklessly makes a statement which is false or
in any material respect misleading, or

(b) produces or otherwise makes use of a document which to his
knowledge is false or in any material respect misleading,

is guilty of an offence.

(3B) A person who—
(a) with intent to deceive, forges, alters or uses a certificate issued by

virtue of section 61A;
(b) knowing or believing that it will be used for deception lends such a

certificate to another or allows another to alter or use it; or
(c) without reasonable excuse makes or has in his possession any

document so closely resembling such a certificate as to be calculated
to deceive,

is guilty of an offence.”
25 In section 60(2) of the 1994 Act (orders subject to annulment), after “section 3(3)”

there shall be inserted “, paragraph 18(4) of Schedule 1”.
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Meaning of “revenue weight”
26 Immediately before section 61 of the 1994 Act there shall be inserted the following

section—

“60A Meaning of “revenue weight”.
(1) Any reference in this Act to the revenue weight of a vehicle is a reference—

(a) where it has a confirmed maximum weight, to that weight; and
(b) in any other case, to the weight determined in accordance with the

following provisions of this section.

(2) For the purposes of this Act a vehicle which does not have a confirmed
maximum weight shall have a revenue weight which, subject to the following
provisions of this section, is equal to its design weight.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the design weight of a vehicle is, for the purposes
of this section—

(a) in the case of a tractive unit, the weight which is required, by the
design and any subsequent adaptations of that vehicle, not to be
exceeded by an articulated vehicle which—

(i) consists of the vehicle and any semi-trailer capable of being
drawn by it, and

(ii) is in normal use and travelling on a road laden;
and

(b) in the case of any other vehicle, the weight which the vehicle itself is
designed or adapted not to exceed when in normal use and travelling
on a road laden.

(4) Where, at any time, a vehicle—
(a) does not have a confirmed maximum weight,
(b) has previously had such a weight, and
(c) has not acquired a different design weight by reason of any

adaptation made since the most recent occasion on which it had a
confirmed maximum weight,

the vehicle’s design weight at that time shall be equal to its confirmed
maximum weight on that occasion.

(5) An adaptation reducing the design weight of a vehicle shall be disregarded
for the purposes of this section unless it is a permanent adaptation.

(6) For the purposes of this Act where—
(a) a vehicle which does not have a confirmed maximum weight is used

on a public road in the United Kingdom, and
(b) at the time when it is so used—

(i) the weight of the vehicle, or
(ii) in the case of a tractive unit used as part of an articulated

vehicle consisting of the vehicle and a semi-trailer, the
weight of the articulated vehicle,

exceeds what, apart from this subsection, would be the vehicle’s
design weight,
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it shall be conclusively presumed, as against the person using the vehicle,
that the vehicle has been temporarily adapted so as to have a design weight
while being so used equal to the actual weight of the vehicle or articulated
vehicle at that time.

(7) For the purposes of this Act limitations on the space available on a vehicle
for carrying a load shall be disregarded in determining the weight which
the vehicle is designed or adapted not to exceed when in normal use and
travelling on a road laden.

(8) A vehicle which does not have a confirmed maximum weight shall not at any
time be taken to have a revenue weight which is greater than the maximum
laden weight at which that vehicle or, as the case may be, an articulated
vehicle consisting of that vehicle and a semi-trailer may lawfully be used in
Great Britain.

(9) A vehicle has a confirmed maximum weight at any time if at that time—
(a) it has a plated gross weight or a plated train weight; and
(b) that weight is the maximum laden weight at which that vehicle or,

as the case may be, an articulated vehicle consisting of that vehicle
and a semi-trailer may lawfully be used in Great Britain;

and the confirmed maximum weight of a vehicle with such a weight shall be
taken to be the weight referred to in paragraph (a).

(10) Where any vehicle has a special maximum weight in Northern Ireland which
is greater than the maximum laden weight at which that vehicle or, as the
case may be, an articulated vehicle consisting of that vehicle and a semi-
trailer may lawfully be used in Great Britain, this section shall have effect,
in relation to that vehicle, as if the references to Great Britain in subsections
(8) and (9) were references to Northern Ireland.

(11) For the purposes of this section a vehicle has a special maximum weight
in Northern Ireland if an order under Article 29(3) of the Road Traffic
(Northern Ireland) Order 1981 (authorisation of use on roads of vehicles and
trailers not complying with regulations) has effect in relation to that vehicle
for determining the maximum laden weight at which it may lawfully be used
in Northern Ireland or, as the case may be, for determining the maximum
laden weight at which an articulated vehicle consisting of that vehicle and a
semi-trailer may lawfully be used there.”

Interpretation
27 (1) In subsection (3) of section 61 of the 1994 Act (meaning of “appropriate plate”)—

(a) the word “and” shall be inserted at the end of paragraph (a); and
(b) paragraph (c) (plated weight determined by reference to section 41 of the

Road Traffic Act 1988) and the word “and” immediately preceding it shall
be omitted.

(2) After subsection (3) of that section there shall be inserted the following subsection—

“(3A) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that there is a description of
document which—

(a) falls to be treated for some or all of the purposes of the Road Traffic
Act 1988 as if it were a plating certificate, or



Finance Act 1995 (c. 4)
SCHEDULE 4 – Vehicle Excise and Registration
Document Generated: 2024-01-04

5

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(b) is issued under the law of any state in the European Economic Area
for purposes which are or include purposes corresponding to those
for which such a certificate is issued,

he may by regulations provide for references in this section to a plating
certificate to have effect as if they included references to a document of that
description.”

(3) Subsections (4), (5) and (7) of that section (relevant weights in Northern Ireland and
definition of “design weight”) shall be omitted.

Certificates as to vehicle weight
28 After section 61 of the 1994 Act there shall be inserted the following section—

“61A Certificates etc. as to vehicle weight.
(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision—

(a) for the making of an application to the Secretary of State for the
issue of a certificate stating the design weight of a vehicle;

(b) for the manner in which any determination of the design weight of
any vehicle is to be made on such an application and for the issue of
a certificate on the making of such a determination;

(c) for the examination, for the purposes of the determination of the
design weight of a vehicle, of that vehicle by such persons, and in
such manner, as may be prescribed by the regulations;

(d) for a certificate issued on the making of such a determination to be
treated as having conclusive effect for the purposes of this Act as to
such matters as may be prescribed by the regulations;

(e) for the Secretary of State to be entitled, in cases prescribed by the
regulations, to require the production of such a certificate before
making a determination for the purposes of section 7(5); and

(f) for appeals against determinations made in accordance with the
regulations.

(2) Regulations under this section may provide for an adaptation of a vehicle—
(a) to be taken into account in determining the design weight of a

vehicle in a case to which section 60A(6) does not apply, or
(b) to be treated as permanent for the purposes of section 60A(5),

if, and only if, it is an adaptation with respect to which a certificate has been
issued under the regulations.

(3) Regulations under this section may provide that such documents purporting
to be plating certificates (within the meaning of Part II of the Road Traffic
Act 1988) as satisfy requirements prescribed by the regulations are to have
effect, for some or all of the purposes of this Act, as if they were certificates
issued under such regulations.

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding provisions of this
section, regulations under this section may, in relation to—

(a) the examination of a vehicle on an application under the regulations,
or



6 Finance Act 1995 (c. 4)
SCHEDULE 4 – Vehicle Excise and Registration

Document Generated: 2024-01-04
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(b) any appeals against determinations made for the purposes of the
issue of a certificate in accordance with the regulations,

make provision corresponding to, or applying (with or without
modifications), any of the provisions having effect by virtue of so much of
sections 49 to 51 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as relates to examinations
authorised by virtue of, or appeals under, any of those sections.

(5) In this section “design weight” has the same meaning as in section 60A.”

Commencement
29 Paragraph 16 above shall apply for the purposes of this Part of this Schedule as it

applies for the purposes of Part III of this Schedule.


