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Merchant Shipping Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 21

PART XII

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

Detention of ship and distress on ship

284 Enforcing detention of ship.

(1) Where under this Act a ship is to be or may be detained any of the following officers
may detain the ship—

(a) any commissioned naval or military officer,
[F1(b) any officer of a Minister of the Crown or Northern Ireland department who is

authorised by the Secretary of State, either generally or in a particular case,
to exercise powers under this section,]

(c) any officer of customs and excise, and
(d) any British consular officer.

F2[(1A) A notice of detention may—
(a) include a direction that the ship—

(i) must remain in a particular place, or
(ii) must be moved to a particular anchorage or berth, and

(b) if it includes such a direction, may specify circumstances relating to safety or
the prevention of pollution in which the master may move his ship from that
place, anchorage or berth.]

[F3(2) If a ship as respects which notice of detention has been served on the master proceeds
to sea, otherwise than in accordance with such a notice, before it is released by a
competent authority, the master of the ship shall be guilty of an offence.

(2A) If a ship as respects which notice of detention has been served on the master fails to
comply with a direction given under subsection (1A)(a) above, the master of the ship
shall be guilty of an offence.



2 Merchant Shipping Act 1995 (c. 21)
Part XII – Legal Proceedings

Document Generated: 2024-04-22
Changes to legislation: Merchant Shipping Act 1995, Section 284 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on

or before 22 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(2B) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (2) or (2A) above shall be liable[F4—
[F4on summary conviction, or on conviction on indictment, to a fine].]

(3) The owner of a ship, and any person who sends to sea a ship, as respects which an
offence is committed under subsection (2) [F5or (2A)] above shall, if party or privy to
the offence, also be guilty of an offence under that subsection and liable accordingly.

(4) Where a ship proceeding to sea in contravention of subsection (2) above [F6or failing to
comply with a direction given under subsection (1A)(a) above][F7carries away without
his consent] any of the following who is on board the ship in the execution of his duty,
namely—

(a) any officer authorised by subsection (1) above to detain the ship, or
(b) any surveyor of ships,

the owner and master of the ship shall each—
(i) be liable to pay all expenses of and incidental to the officer or surveyor being

so [F8carried away]; and
(ii) be guilty of an offence.

(5) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (4) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine.

(6) Where under this Act a ship is to be detained an officer of customs and excise shall,
and where under this Act a ship may be detained an officer of customs and excise may,
refuse to clear the ship outwards or grant a transire to the ship.

(7) When any provision of this Act provides that a ship may be detained until any
document is produced to the proper officer of customs and excise the officer able to
grant a clearance or transire of the ship is (unless the context otherwise requires) that
officer.

(8) Any reference in this section to proceeding to sea includes a reference to going on a
voyage or excursion that does not involve going to sea, and references to sending or
taking to sea shall be construed accordingly.
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C13 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2010) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health
and Safety at Work) (Biological Agents) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/323), regs. 1, 28 (with regs. 4, 5)

C14 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2010) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health
and Safety at Work) (Chemical Agents) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/330), regs. 1, 21 (with regs. 4, 5)

C15 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2010) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health
and Safety at Work) (Work at Height) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/332), regs. 1, 23 (with regs. 4, 5)

C16 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2010) by The Merchant Shipping (Passenger Ships) (Safety
Code for UK Categorised Waters) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/680), regs. 1(2), 22(2) (with reg. 3)

C17 S. 284 applied (10.1.2011) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety at Work)
(Asbestos) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/2984), regs. 1, 27(1)

C18 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (10.1.2011) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels
(Health and Safety at Work) (Artificial Optical Radiation) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/2987), regs. 1,
17(1)

C19 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (24.11.2011) by The Merchant Shipping (Port State Control)
Regulations 2011 (S.I. 2011/2601), regs. 1(2), 3(5)

C20 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (coming into force in accordance with reg. 1(2) of the amending
S.I.) by The Merchant Shipping (Compulsory Insurance of Shipowners for Maritime Claims)
Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/2267), regs. 1(2), 9(2) (with reg. 3)

C21 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (12.1.2013) by The Merchant Shipping (Carriage of Passengers by
Sea) Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/3152), regs. 1(2), 9(2)

C22 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (17.3.2014) by S.I. 2002/2125, regs. 17A(3), 17B(4) (as inserted
by The Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention) (Hours of Work) (Amendment) Regulations
2014 (S.I. 2014/308), regs. 1(2), 2(19))

C23 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (18.7.2014) by The Merchant Shipping (International Safety
Management (ISM) Code) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/1512), regs. 1(1), 14(4)(5) (with reg. 3)

C24 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (7.8.2014) by The Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour
Convention) (Minimum Requirements for Seafarers etc.) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/1613), regs.
1(2), 58(3)

C25 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (13.10.2014) by S.I. 1997/2962, reg. 27B(4) (as inserted by The
Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention) (Health and Safety) (Amendment) Regulations
2014 (S.I. 2014/1616), regs. 1(2), 2(18))

C26 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (4.4.2015) by The Merchant Shipping (Boatmasters'
Qualifications, Crew and Hours of Work) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/410), regs. 1, 49(4)

C27 S. 284 applied in part (with modifications) (6.4.2015) by The Merchant Shipping (Survey and
Certification) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/508), regs. 1, 27(1) (with reg. 5)

C28 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (9.6.2015) by The Merchant Shipping (Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/782), regs. 1, 54(1)(2)

C29 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (21.11.2016) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels
(Health and Safety at Work) (Electromagnetic Fields) Regulations 2016 (S.I. 2016/1026), regs. 1, 16
(with reg. 4)

C30 S. 284 applied in part (5.12.2016) by The Merchant Shipping (Marine Equipment) Regulations 2016
(S.I. 2016/1025), regs. 1, 27(2)

C31 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (1.10.2017) by The Merchant Shipping (Monitoring, Reporting
and Verification of Carbon Dioxide Emissions) and the Port State Control (Amendment) Regulations
2017 (S.I. 2017/825), regs. 1, 6(2) (with reg. 3)

C32 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (23.10.2017) by The Fishing Vessels (Codes of Practice)
Regulations 2017 (S.I. 2017/943), regs. 1, 15(1) (with reg. 3)

C33 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (9.3.2018) by The Merchant Shipping (International Load Line
Convention) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/155), regs. 1, 27(4) (with regs. 4, 29)

C34 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (12.3.2018) by The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution
from Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/68), regs. 1(1), 34(5) (with reg.
5)
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C35 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2018) by The Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour
Convention) (Hours of Work) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/58), regs. 1, 21(2)(3) (with regs. 3, 4)

C36 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (1.3.2019) by The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Oil
Pollution) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/42), regs. 1(1), 38(5) (with regs. 2, 5)

C37 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (30.11.2019) by The Merchant Shipping (Work in Fishing
Convention) (Survey and Certification) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/1107), regs. 1(2), 11(3), 14(4)
(with reg. 3)

C38 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (9.6.2020) by The Merchant Shipping (Life-Saving Appliances
and Arrangements) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/501), regs. 1, 21(3) (with reg. 4)

C39 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (22.7.2020) by The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by
Garbage from Ships) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/621), regs. 1(2), 17(5)

C40 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (22.7.2020) by The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by
Sewage from Ships) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/620), regs. 1(2), 26(5)

C41 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (31.7.2020) by The Merchant Shipping (Safety of Navigation)
Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/673), regs. 1(1), 12(3) (with reg. 3)

C42 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (26.12.2020) by S.I. 2018/1106, reg. 28B (as inserted by The
Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention and Work in Fishing Convention) (Amendment)
Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1166), regs. 1, 3(3))

C43 S. 284 applied in part (31.12.2020) by The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (Sanctions) (EU
Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/411), regs. 1(2), 75(7); S.I. 2019/627, reg. 7(2); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

C44 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (30.6.2021) by The Merchant Shipping (Cargo Ship) (Bilge
Alarm) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/592), regs. 1(1), 7(2) (with reg. 3)

C45 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (24.12.2021) by The Merchant Shipping (Radiocommunications)
(Amendment) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/1316), regs. 1(1), 14(3) (with reg. 4)

C46 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (6.1.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (Polar Code) (Safety)
Regulations 2021 (S.I. 2021/1401), regs. 1(1), 28(3) (with reg. 3)

C47 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (9.2.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (High Speed Offshore
Service Craft) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/41), regs. 1(2), 5(5)(6) (with reg. 3)

C48 S. 284 applied in part (with modifications) (1.3.2022 at 3.00 p.m.) by S.I. 2019/855, reg. 57D(8) (as
inserted by The Russia (Sanctions) (EU Exit) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/203),
regs. 1(2), 6)

C49 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (14.5.2022) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Entry
into Enclosed Spaces) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/96), regs. 1(b), 12(2) (with reg. 5)

C50 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (29.7.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (Control and Management
of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/737), regs. 1(1), 40(6) (with reg.
4)

C51 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (8.12.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (Nuclear Ships)
Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/1169), regs. 1(1), 33(3) (with reg. 3)

C52 S. 284: power to apply (with modifications) conferred (15.12.2022) by The Merchant Shipping
(Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1334), arts. 1(1), 4(f)

C53 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (19.12.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (High Speed Craft)
Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/1219), regs. 1(1), 17(3) (with reg. 4(2)-(4))

C54 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (20.12.2022) by The Merchant Shipping (Additional Safety
Measures for Bulk Carriers) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/1218), regs. 1(1), 22(3)

C55 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (10.1.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/1342), regs. 1(1), 65(3)

C56 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (29.3.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Cargo and Passenger Ship
Construction and Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/246), regs. 1(1), 18(3)

C57 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (31.3.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Watercraft) Order 2023
(S.I. 2023/35), arts. 1(1), 7

C58 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (15.6.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection)
Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/568), regs. 1(1), 23(3) (with reg. 5)
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C59 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (5.10.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Inspections of Ro-Ro
Passenger Ships and High-Speed Passenger Craft) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/984), regs. 1(1), 8(8)
(with reg. 3)

C60 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (13.12.2023) by The Merchant Shipping (Small Workboats and
Pilot Boats) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1216), regs. 1(1), 22(2) (with regs. 4, 6)

C61 S. 284 applied (with modifications) (2.4.2024) by The Merchant Shipping (Special Measures to
Enhance Maritime Safety) Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/280), regs. 1(1), 11(3) (with reg. 4)

C62 S. 284(1)-(6)(8) modified (23.10.2000) by S.I. 2000/2687, reg. 10
C63 S. 284(1)-(3)(8) applied (with modifications) (29.10.1999) by S.I. 1999/2205, reg. 16
C64 S. 284(1)-(5)(8) applied (with modifications) (31.12.1998) by S.I. 1998/2857, reg. 12

S. 284(1)-(5)(8) applied (with modifications) (31.3.1998) by S.I. 1997/2962, reg. 29
S. 284(1)-(5)(8) applied (with modifications) (25.10.1999) by S.I. 1999/2205, reg. 16
S. 284(1)-(5)(8) applied (with modifications) (7.9.2002) by S.I. 2002/2125, reg. 17

C65 S. 284(1)-(6)(8) applied (with modifications) (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1997/647, reg. 12
S. 284(1)-(6)(8) applied (with modifications) (3.8.1998) by S.I. 1998/1609, reg. 10

C66 S. 284(1)-(6) modified (11.12.2003) by The Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection) Regulations 2003
(S.I. 2003/2950), regs. 1, 9 (with reg. 3)

C67 S. 284(1)-(6) modified by S.I. 1996/3010, reg. 15(3) (as substituted (20.4.2004) by The Merchant
Shipping (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/930), regs. 1(1), 7)

C68 S. 284(1)-(6) applied by S.I. 1994/2464, reg. 11 (as substituted (20.4.2004) by The Merchant Shipping
(Gas Carriers) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/929), regs. 1(1), 7)

C69 S. 284(1)-(6) applied (with modifications) (16.8.2004) by The Fishing Vessels (Working Time: Sea-
fishermen) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/1713), regs. 1, 16(3) (with reg. 3)

C70 S. 284(1)-(6) modified (6.9.2005) by The Merchant Shipping (Bridge Visibility) (Small Passenger
Ships) Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/2286), regs. 1, 11

C71 S. 284(1)-(5) applied (with modifications) (24.11.2006) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing
Vessels (Provision and Use of Work Equipment) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/2183), reg. 40

C72 S. 284(1)-(5) applied (with modifications) (24.11.2006) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing
Vessels (Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/2184), regs. 1(1), 23

C73 S. 284 applied in part (with modifications) (14.12.2023) by The Iran (Sanctions) Regulations 2023
(S.I. 2023/1314), regs. 1(2), 49(8) (with regs. 98-100)

C74 S. 284(8) modified (11.12.2003) by The Merchant Shipping (Fire Protection) Regulations 2003 (S.I.
2003/2950), regs. 1, 9 (with reg. 3)

C75 S. 284(8) modified by S.I. 1996/3010, reg. 15(3) (as substituted (20.4.2004) by The Merchant
Shipping (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/930), regs. 1(1), 7)

C76 S. 284(8) applied by S.I. 1994/2464, reg. 11 (as substituted (20.4.2004) by The Merchant Shipping
(Gas Carriers) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/929), regs. 1(1), 7)

C77 S. 284(8) applied (with modifications) (16.8.2004) by The Fishing Vessels (Working Time: Sea-
fishermen) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/1713), regs. 1, 16(3) (with reg. 3)

C78 S. 284(8) modified (6.9.2005) by The Merchant Shipping (Bridge Visibility) (Small Passenger Ships)
Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/2286), regs. 1, 11

C79 S. 284(8) applied (with modifications) (24.11.2006) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels
(Provision and Use of Work Equipment) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/2183), reg. 40

C80 S. 284(8) applied (with modifications) (24.11.2006) by The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels
(Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/2184), regs. 1(1), 23
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
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– s. 145(2)(a)(ia) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 13(2)
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