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Merchant Shipping Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 21

PART IX

SALVAGE AND WRECK

CHAPTER II

WRECK

Dealing with wreck

239 Claims of owners to wreck.

(1) The owner of any wreck in the possession of the receiver who establishes his claim
to the wreck to the satisfaction of the receiver within one year from the time when
the wreck came into the receiver’s possession shall, on paying the salvage, fees and
expenses due, be entitled to have the wreck delivered or the proceeds of sale paid to
him.

(2) Where—
(a) a foreign ship has been wrecked on or near the coasts of the United Kingdom,

or
(b) any articles belonging to or forming part of or of the cargo of a foreign ship

which has been wrecked on or near the coasts of the United Kingdom are
found on or near the coast or are brought into any port,

the appropriate consular officer shall, in the absence of the owner and of the master
or other agent of the owner, be treated as the agent of the owner for the purposes of
the custody and disposal of the wreck and such articles.

(3) In subsection (2) above “the appropriate consular officer”, in relation to a foreign ship,
means the consul general of the country to which the ship or, as the case may be,
the owners of the cargo may have belonged or any consular officer of that country
authorised for the purpose by any treaty or arrangement with that country.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 145(2)(a)(ia) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 13(2)
– s. 145(2)(a)(ia) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 16(2) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 145(2)(a)(ia) by 2003 c. 44, Sch.
36 para. 13 is still prospective.)

– s. 145(2A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 13(3)
– s. 145(2A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 16(3) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 145(2A) by 2003 c. 44, Sch. 36
para. 13 is still prospective.)
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