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Prisoners and Criminal
Proceedings (Scotland) Act 1993

1993 CHAPTER 9

PART I

DETENTION, TRANSFER AND RELEASE OF OFFENDERS

Early release

17 Revocation of licence.

[F1(1) Where—
(a) a long-term prisoner has been released on licence under this Part of this Act

and is not detained as mentioned in section 12A(1)(a) or (b) of this Act; or
(b) a life prisoner has been so released on licence and is not detained as mentioned

in section 12A(1)(b) of this Act,
the Scottish Ministers—

(i) shall, if recommended to do so by the Parole Board; or
(ii) may, if revocation and recall are, in their opinion, expedient in the public

interest and it is not practicable to await such a recommendation,
revoke the licence and recall the prisoner to prison.

(1A) Where a long-term prisoner or a life prisoner has been released on licence as mentioned
in subsection (1) above, but is detained as mentioned in that subsection, the Scottish
Ministers—

(a) shall, if recommended to do so by the Parole Board; or
(b) may, if revocation is, in their opinion, expedient in the public interest and it

is not practicable to await such a recommendation,
revoke the licence.
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(1B) Where a short-term prisoner has been released on licence under section 3(1) of
this Act, the Scottish Ministers may, whether or not he is detained as mentioned in
section 12A(1)(b) of this Act—

(a) revoke the licence; and
(b) where he is not so detained, recall him to prison,

if they are satisfied that his health or circumstances have so changed that his release
on licence is no longer justified.

(2) The Scottish Ministers shall, on the [F2return to prison of a person whose licence is
revoked] under subsection (1), (1A) or (1B) above, inform that person of the reasons
for the revocation.

(3) The Scottish Ministers shall refer to the Parole Board the case of a person whose
licence is revoked under subsection (1), (1A) or (1B) above.]

(4) Where on a reference under subsection (3) above the Parole Board directs a prisoner’s
F3... release on licence, [F4the Scottish Ministers must give effect to the direction
without undue delay] .

[F5(4AA) Where the Parole Board directs the release of a prisoner under subsection (4) above
it may recommend that the Scottish Ministers insert, vary or cancel conditions in the
prisoner’s licence.]

[F6(4A) Where the case of a prisoner to whom section 3A of this Act applies is referred to the
Parole Board under subsection (3) above, subsection (4) of that section shall apply to
that prisoner in place of subsection (4) above.]

(5) On the revocation of the licence of any person under the foregoing provisions of this
section, he shall be liable to be detained in pursuance of his sentence and, if at large,
shall be deemed to be unlawfully at large.

(6) A licence under this Part of this Act, other than the licence of a life prisoner, shall be
revoked by the Secretary of State if all conditions in it have been cancelled; and where
a person’s licence has been revoked under this subsection the person shall be treated
in all respects as if released unconditionally.

[F7(7) References in this section to release on licence do not include release on licence under
section 3AA of this Act.]
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