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Further and Higher Education Act 1992
1992 CHAPTER 13

PART II

HIGHER EDUCATION

Institutions in the higher education sector

73 Government and conduct of designated institutions.

(1) After section 129 of the M1Education Reform Act 1988 there is inserted—

“129A  Government and conduct of designated institutions.

(1) This section has effect in relation to any designated institution, other than an
institution conducted by a company.

(2) For each such institution there shall be—
(a) an instrument providing for the constitution of a governing body of

the institution (to be known as the instrument of government); and
(b) an instrument in accordance with which the institution is to be

conducted (to be known as the articles of government),
each of which meets the requirements of subsection (3) below.

(3) Those requirements are that the instrument—
(a) was in force when the designation took effect; or
(b) is made in pursuance of a power under a regulatory instrument, or is

made under subsection (5) below,
and is approved for the purposes of this section by the Privy Council.

(4) In this section “regulatory instrument”, in relation to an institution, means any
instrument of government or articles of government and any other instrument
relating to or regulating the institution.
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(5) Where there is no such power as is mentioned in subsection (3)(b) above to
make the instrument, it may be made by the body of persons responsible for
the management of the institution and an instrument made by them under this
subsection may replace wholly or partly any existing regulatory instrument.

(6) If an instrument approved by the Privy Council for the purposes of this
section—

(a) falls within subsection (3)(a) above or was made in pursuance of
a power under a regulatory instrument and, apart from this section,
there is no power to modify it; or

(b) was made by the body of persons responsible for the management of
the institution,

the instrument may be modified by those persons.

(7) Either of the instruments referred to in subsection (2) above may be modified
by order of the Privy Council and no instrument approved by the Privy Council
for the purposes of this section may be modified by any other person without
the Privy Council’s consent.

(8) Before exercising any power under subsection (7) above in relation to any
instrument the Privy Council shall consult—

(a) the governing body of the institution, and
(b) where there is such a power as is mentioned in subsection (3)(b)

above to modify the instrument and the persons having that power
are different from the governing body of the institution, the persons
having the power,

so far as it appears to them to be practicable to do so.

(9) Nothing in this section requires further approval for any instrument approved
by the Secretary of State for the purposes of section 156 of this Act, and
references in this section to instruments approved by the Privy Council for
the purposes of this section include instruments so approved by the Secretary
of State.

(10) In this section and section 129B “designated institution” means an institution
in relation to which a designation made, or having effect as if made, under
section 129 of this Act has effect but does not include any institution
established by Royal Charter.

129B  Designated institutions conducted by companies.

(1) This section has effect in relation to any designated institution conducted by
a company.

(2) The articles of association of the company shall incorporate—
(a) provision with respect to the constitution of a governing body of

the institution (to be known as the instrument of government of the
institution); and

(b) provision with respect to the conduct of the institution (to be known
as the articles of government of the institution).
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(3) The Privy Council may give to the persons who appear to them to have
effective control over the company such directions as they think fit for
securing that—

(a) the memorandum or articles of association of the company; or
(b) any rules or bye-laws made in pursuance of any power conferred by

the articles of association of the company,
are amended in such manner as they may specify in the direction.

(4) No amendment of the memorandum or articles of association of the company
(other than one required under subsection (3)(a) above) shall take effect until
it has been submitted to the Privy Council for their approval and they have
notified their approval to the company.

(5) Before giving any directions under subsection (3) above the Privy Council
shall consult the persons who appear to them to have effective control over
the company.”

(2) Section 156 of that Act (government and conduct of certain further and higher
education institutions) shall cease to have effect in relation to designated institutions.
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