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Water Industry Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 56

PART III

WATER SUPPLY

[F1CHAPTER 2A

[F1SUPPLY DUTIES ETC: WATER SUPPLY LICENSEES]

[F1Offences

Textual Amendments
F1 Pt. 3 Ch. 2A inserted (1.4.2004 for specified provisions and purposes and 1.12.2005 otherwise) by

Water Act 2003 (c. 37), ss. 56, 105(3), Sch. 4 para. 3; S.I. 2004/641, art. 3(l), Sch. 1 (with art. 6, Sch.
3); S.I. 2005/2714, art. 3(a) (with Sch. 2 para. 8)

66I Prohibition on unauthorised use of supply system

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) and section 66K below, no person shall use a water
undertaker’s supply system for the purpose of supplying water to any premises [F2of—

(a) a customer,
(b) the person so using that system, or
(c) a person associated with that person].

(2) Subsection (1) above shall not apply where the supply is made—
(a) by the water undertaker, or
(b) by a [F3water supply licensee] in pursuance of [F4the licensee's licence].

(3) The Secretary of State may by regulations specify further circumstances in which
subsection (1) above shall not apply.
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(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1) above shall be guilty of an offence.

(5) Any undertaking entered into which involves a contravention of subsection (1) above
shall be unenforceable.

(6) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum, and
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine.

(7) No proceedings for an offence under this section shall be instituted except by—
(a) the Secretary of State, or
(b) the Authority.

(8) The functions of—
(a) making regulations under subsection (3) above; and
(b) instituting proceedings under subsection (7)(a) above,

are exercisable by the Assembly (and not by the Secretary of State) in relation to any
supply system of a water undertaker whose area is wholly or mainly in Wales.

[
F5(8A)

For the purposes of this section, a person (A) is associated with another person (B) if
they would be associated with each other for the purposes of Schedule 2A if A were
a water supply licensee.]

(9) In this section and sections 66J and 66L below, references to the supply system of a
water undertaker shall be construed in accordance with [F6section 17B].

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in s. 66I(1) substituted (1.4.2016) by Water Act 2014 (c. 21), s. 94(3), Sch. 2 para. 9(2); S.I.

2016/465, art. 2(j)(ii) (with Sch. 2) (as amended (22.3.2017) by S.I. 2017/462, art. 16)
F3 Words in s. 66I(2)(b) substituted (1.4.2016) by Water Act 2014 (c. 21), s. 94(3), Sch. 2 para. 9(3)(a);

S.I. 2016/465, art. 2(j)(ii) (with Sch. 2) (as amended (22.3.2017) by S.I. 2017/462, art. 16)
F4 Words in s. 66I(2)(b) substituted (1.4.2016) by Water Act 2014 (c. 21), s. 94(3), Sch. 2 para. 9(3)(b);

S.I. 2016/465, art. 2(j)(ii) (with Sch. 2) (as amended (22.3.2017) by S.I. 2017/462, art. 16)
F5 S. 66I(8A) inserted (1.4.2017) by Water Act 2014 (c. 21), s. 94(3), Sch. 2 para. 9(4); S.I. 2017/462,

art. 3(i)(vi)
F6 Words in s. 66I(9) substituted (1.4.2017) by Water Act 2014 (c. 21), s. 94(3), Sch. 2 para. 9(5); S.I.

2017/462, art. 3(i)(vi)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 66I(1) restricted (1.12.2005) by The Water Supply (Exceptions from Supply System Prohibitions)

Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/3075), reg. 3

66J Prohibition on unauthorised introduction of water

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) and section 66K below, no person shall introduce
water into a water undertaker’s supply system (other than the undertaker itself).

(2) Subsection (1) above shall not apply where the water is introduced—
(a) by a [F7water supply licensee] in pursuance of its licence, or
(b) by another water undertaker under an agreement for a supply of water in bulk.
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(3) The Secretary of State may by regulations specify further circumstances in which
subsection (1) above shall not apply.

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1) above shall be guilty of an offence.

(5) Any undertaking entered into which involves a contravention of subsection (1) above
shall be unenforceable.

(6) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable [F8on summary
conviction, or on conviction on indictment, to a fine].

(7) For the purposes of section 210 below, the penalty on conviction on indictment of an
offence under this section shall be deemed to include imprisonment (in addition to or
instead of a fine) for a term not exceeding two years.

(8) No proceedings for an offence under this section shall be instituted except by—
(a) the Secretary of State; or
(b) the Authority.

(9) The functions of—
(a) making regulations under subsection (3) above; and
(b) instituting proceedings under subsection (8)(a) above,

are exercisable by the Assembly (and not by the Secretary of State) in relation to any
supply system of a water undertaker whose area is wholly or mainly in Wales.

Textual Amendments
F7 Words in s. 66J(2)(a) substituted (31.3.2017) by The Water Act 2014 (Consequential Amendments

etc.) Order 2017 (S.I. 2017/506), arts. 1(1), 6(4)
F8 Words in s. 66J(6) substituted (12.3.2015) by The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders

Act 2012 (Fines on Summary Conviction) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/664), reg. 1(1), Sch. 4 para.
23(2) (with reg. 5(1))

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 66J modified (temp.) (22.3.2017) by The Water Act 2014 (Commencement No. 9 and Transitional

Provisions) Order 2017 (S.I. 2017/462), art. 11(5)
C3 S. 66J(1) restricted (1.12.2005) by The Water Supply (Exceptions from Supply System Prohibitions)

Regulations 2005 (S.I. 2005/3075), reg. 4

66K Sections 66I and 66J: exemptions

(1) The Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument grant exemption
from section 66I(1) or 66J(1) above to—

(a) a person or persons of a class;
(b) generally or to such extent as may be specified in the order; and
(c) unconditionally or subject to such conditions as may be so specified.

(2) Before making an order under subsection (1) above the Secretary of State shall give
notice—

(a) stating that he proposes to make such an order and setting out the terms of
the proposed order;
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(b) stating the reasons why he proposes to make the order in the terms proposed;
and

(c) specifying the time (not being less than twenty-eight days from the date of
publication of the notice) within which representations or objections with
respect to the proposals may be made,

and shall consider any representations or objections which are duly made and not
withdrawn.

(3) The notice required by subsection (2) above shall be given—
(a) by serving a copy of it on the Authority; and
(b) by publishing it in such manner as the Secretary of State considers appropriate

for bringing it to the attention of those likely to be affected by the proposed
order.

(4) Notice of an exemption granted to a person shall be given—
(a) by serving a copy of the exemption on him; and
(b) by publishing the exemption in such manner as the Secretary of State

considers appropriate for bringing it to the attention of other persons who may
be affected by it.

(5) Notice of an exemption granted to persons of a class shall be given by publishing the
exemption in such manner as the Secretary of State considers appropriate for bringing
it to the attention of—

(a) persons of that class; and
(b) other persons who may be affected by it.

(6) An exemption may be granted—
(a) indefinitely; or
(b) for a period specified in, or determined by or under, the exemption.

(7) Conditions included in an exemption by virtue of subsection (1)(c) above may, in
particular, require any person carrying on any activity in pursuance of the exemption—

(a) to comply with any direction given by the Secretary of State or the Authority
as to such matters as are specified in the exemption or are of a description
so specified;

(b) except in so far as the Secretary of State or the Authority consents to his
doing or not doing them, not to do or to do such things as are specified in the
exemption or are of a description so specified; and

(c) to refer for determination by the Secretary of State or the Authority such
questions arising under the exemption as are specified in the exemption or are
of a description so specified.

66L Section 66K: supplementary

(1) The Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument revoke an order
by which an exemption was granted to a person under section 66K(1) above or vary
an order by which more than one exemption was so granted so as to terminate any
of the exemptions—

(a) at the person’s request;
(b) in accordance with any provision of the order by which the exemption was

granted; or
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(c) if it appears to the Secretary of State inappropriate that the exemption should
continue to have effect.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument revoke an order by
which an exemption was granted to persons of a class under section 66K(1) above or
vary an order by which more than one exemption was so granted so as to terminate
any of the exemptions—

(a) in accordance with any provision of the order by which the exemption was
granted; or

(b) if it appears to the Secretary of State inappropriate that the exemption should
continue to have effect.

(3) The Secretary of State may by direction withdraw an exemption granted to persons of
a class under section 66K(1) above from any person of that class—

(a) at the person’s request;
(b) in accordance with any provision of the order by which the exemption was

granted; or
(c) if it appears to the Secretary of State inappropriate that the exemption should

continue to have effect in the case of the person.

(4) Before making an order under subsection (1)(b) or (c) or (2) above or giving a direction
under subsection (3)(b) or (c) above, the Secretary of State shall—

(a) consult the Authority; and
(b) give notice—

(i) stating that he proposes to make such an order or give such a direction;
(ii) stating the reasons why he proposes to make such an order or give

such a direction; and
(iii) specifying the time (not being less than twenty-eight days from the

date of publication of the notice) within which representations or
objections with respect to the proposals may be made,

and shall consider any representations or objections which are duly made and
not withdrawn.

(5) The notice under subsection (4) above shall be given—
(a) where the Secretary of State is proposing to make an order under

subsection (1)(b) or (c) above, by serving a copy of it on the person to whom
the exemption was granted;

(b) where he is proposing to make an order under subsection (2) above, by
publishing it in such manner as the Secretary of State considers appropriate
for bringing it to the attention of persons of the class of persons to whom the
exemption was granted; and

(c) where he is proposing to give a direction under subsection (3)(b) or (c) above,
by serving a copy of it on the person from whom he proposes to withdraw
the exemption.

(6) A statutory instrument containing an order under subsection (1) or (2) above or
subsection (1) of section 66K above shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a
resolution of either House of Parliament.

(7) The power to—
(a) make an order under subsection (1) or (2) above or subsection (1) of

section 66K above; or
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(b) give a direction under subsection (3) above,
is exercisable by the Assembly (and not by the Secretary of State) in relation to any
supply system of a water undertaker whose area is wholly or mainly in Wales.

(8) Accordingly, subsections (1) to (5) above and section 66K above apply in relation to
an order made or a direction given by the Assembly by virtue of subsection (7) above
as they apply in relation to an order made or direction given by the Secretary of State.]
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 3 Ch. 2B inserted by 2014 c. 21 s. 12
– s. 17(2)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 4(4)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 21 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 17A(c) repealed by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 4(2(c)
– s. 17A(d) repealed by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 4(2)(c)
– s. 17A(2)(ba) and word inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 4(2)(b)
– s. 17R(2)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 4(7)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 21 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 17AA(1)(ba)(bb) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 5(2)
– s. 17BA(5A) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 7(3)
– s. 17HA(9)(b)(ia) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 16(2)
– s. 23(2AA) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 7 para. 35(4)
– s. 23(8)(9) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 7 para. 35(10)
– s. 39E-39H inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 78(7)
– s. 87(7C)-(7F) inserted by 2012 c. 7 s. 35(6)
– s. 94A-94E inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 79
– s. 95ZA(6) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 39(4)
– s. 96ZA(2)-(5) substituted for s. 96ZA(2) by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 40
– s. 106B(3A) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 7 para. 94
– s. 117G(2)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 41(2)
– s. 117G(4)-(4D) substituted for s. 117(4) by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 41(3)
– s. 117G(6)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 41(4)
– s. 117K(2)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 42(2)
– s. 117K(5)(5A) substituted for s. 117(5) by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 42(3)
– s. 117L(9) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 43(3)
– s. 117N(4)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 45(2)
– s. 117N(8)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 45(3)
– s. 117N(11)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 45(4)
– s. 117O(4)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 46(2)
– s. 117O(8)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 46(3)
– s. 117S(7)-(9) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 49
– s. 119(2)(ab) inserted by 2003 c. 37 s. 89(1)(a)
– s. 119(3) inserted by 2003 c. 37 s. 89(1)(b)
– s. 121(1)(ba) inserted by 2003 c. 37 s. 89(2)(a)
– s. 141DA inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 81
– s. 141DC inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 83
– s. 177K(7)(aa) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 42(4)
– s. 207D and cross-heading inserted by 2014 c. 21 s. 39
– s. 207D(5) word repealed by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 52(a)
– s. 207D(5) words inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 52(b)
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– s. 213(1ZA) inserted by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 7 para. 119(3)
– s. 213(1ZA) repealed by 2014 c. 21 Sch. 5 para. 53
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