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Criminal Justice Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 53

PART II

EARLY RELEASE OF PRISONERS

New arrangements for early release

33 Duty to release short-term and long-term prisoners

(1) As soon as a short-term prisoner has served one-half of his sentence, it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of State—

(a) to release him unconditionally if that sentence is for a term of less than twelve
months; and

(b) to release him on licence if that sentence is for a term of twelve months or
more.

(2) As soon as a long-term prisoner has served two-thirds of his sentence, it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of State to release him on licence.

(3) As soon as a short-term or long-term prisoner who—
(a) has been released on licence under subsection (1)(b) or (2) above or section 35

or 36(1) below; and
(b) has been recalled to prison under section 38(2) or 39(1) below,

would (but for his release) have served three-quarters of his sentence, it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of State to release him unconditionally.

(4) Where a prisoner whose sentence is for a term of less than twelve months has
been released on licence under section 36(1) below and recalled to prison under
section 38(2) below, subsection (3) above shall have effect as if for the reference to
three-quarters of his sentence there were substituted a reference to one-half of that
sentence.

(5) In this Part—
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“long-term prisoner” means a person serving a sentence of imprisonment
for a term of four years or more;

“short-term prisoner” means a person serving a sentence of imprisonment
for a term of less than four years.


