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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART VI

RIGHTS OF OWNERS ETC. TO REQUIRE PURCHASE OF INTERESTS

CHAPTER II

INTERESTS AFFECTED BY PLANNING PROPOSALS: BLIGHT

Special provisions for requiring purchase of whole of partially affected agricultural unit

158 Inclusion in blight notices of requirement to purchase parts of agricultural units
unaffected by blight.

(1) This section applies where—
(a) a blight notice is served in respect of an interest in the whole or part of an

agricultural unit, and
(b) on the date of service that unit or part contains land (“the unaffected area”)

which is not blighted land as well as land (“the affected area”) which is such
land.

(2) Where this section applies the claimant may include in the blight notice—
(a) a claim that the unaffected area is not reasonably capable of being farmed,

either by itself or in conjunction with other relevant land, as a separate
agricultural unit; and

(b) a requirement that the appropriate authority shall purchase his interest in the
whole of the unit or, as the case may be, in the whole of the part of it to which
the notice relates.

(3) Subject to section 159(4), “other relevant land” in subsection (2) means—
(a) if the blight notice is served only in respect of part of land comprised in the

agricultural unit, the remainder of it; and
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(b) land which is comprised in any other agricultural unit occupied by the
claimant on the date of service and in respect of which he is then entitled to
an owner’s interest as defined in section 168(4).

159 Objections to s. 158 notices.

(1) The grounds on which objection may be made in a counter-notice to a blight notice
served by virtue of section 158 shall include the ground that the claim made in the
notice is not justified.

(2) Objection shall not be made to a blight notice served by virtue of section 158 on
the grounds mentioned in section 151(4)(c) unless it is also made on the grounds
mentioned in subsection (1).

(3) The [F1Upper Tribunal] shall not uphold an objection to a notice served by virtue of
section 158 on the grounds mentioned in section 151(4)(c) unless it also upholds the
objection on the grounds mentioned in subsection (1).

(4) Where objection is made to a blight notice served by virtue of section 158 on the
ground mentioned in subsection (1) and also on those mentioned in section 151(4)
(c), the [F1Upper Tribunal], in determining whether or not to uphold the objection,
shall treat that part of the affected area which is not specified in the counter-notice as
included in “other relevant land” as defined in section 158(3).

(5) If the [F1Upper Tribunal] upholds an objection but only on the ground mentioned in
subsection (1), the Tribunal shall declare that the blight notice is a valid notice in
relation to the affected area but not in relation to the unaffected area.

(6) If the Tribunal upholds an objection both on the ground mentioned in subsection (1)
and on the grounds mentioned in section 151(4)(c) (but not on any other grounds) the
Tribunal shall declare that the blight notice is a valid notice in relation to the part of the
affected area specified in the counter-notice as being the part which the appropriate
authority propose to acquire as mentioned in that notice but not in relation to any other
part of the affected area or in relation to the unaffected area.

(7) In a case falling within subsection (5) or (6), the Tribunal shall give directions
specifying a date on which notice to treat (as mentioned in sections 154 and
section 160) is to be deemed to have been served.

(8) Section 153(6) shall not apply to any blight notice served by virtue of section 158.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 159(3)(4)(5) substituted (1.6.2009) by The Transfer of Tribunal Functions (Lands Tribunal

and Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1307), art. 5(1)(2), Sch. 1 para. 202

160 Effect of notices served by virtue of s. 158.

(1) In relation to a blight notice served by virtue of section 158—
(a) subsection (2) of section 154 shall have effect as if for the words “or in the

case of an agricultural unit the interest of the claimant in so far as it subsists in
the affected area” there were substituted the words “ or agricultural unit ”; and

(b) subsections (4) and (5) of that section shall not apply to any such blight notice.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/159/3/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307/article/5/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307/schedule/1/paragraph/202
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(2) Where the appropriate authority have served a counter-notice objecting to a blight
notice on the grounds mentioned in section 159(1), then if either—

(a) the claimant, without referring that objection to the [F2Upper Tribunal] and
before the time for so referring it has expired, gives notice to the appropriate
authority that he withdraws his claim as to the unaffected area; or

(b) on a reference to the Tribunal, the Tribunal makes a declaration in accordance
with section 159(5),

the appropriate authority shall be deemed—
(i) to be authorised to acquire compulsorily under the appropriate enactment the

interest of the claimant in so far as it subsists in the affected area (but not in
so far as it subsists in the unaffected area), and

(ii) to have served a notice to treat in respect of it on the date mentioned in
subsection (3).

(3) The date referred to in subsection (2)—
(a) in a case falling within paragraph (a) of subsection (2), is the date on which

notice is given in accordance with that paragraph; and
(b) in a case falling within paragraph (b) of that subsection, is the date specified

in directions given by the Tribunal in accordance with section 159(7).

(4) Where the appropriate authority have served a counter-notice objecting to a blight
notice on the grounds mentioned in section 159(1) and also on the grounds mentioned
in section 151(4)(c), then if either—

(a) the claimant, without referring that objection to the [F2Upper Tribunal] and
before the time for so referring it has expired—

(i) gives notice to the appropriate authority that he accepts the proposal
of the authority to acquire the part of the affected area specified in
the counter-notice, and

(ii) withdraws his claim as to the remainder of that area and as to the
unaffected area; or

(b) on a reference to the Tribunal, the Tribunal makes a declaration in accordance
with section 159(6) in respect of that part of the affected area,

the appropriate authority shall be deemed to be authorised to acquire compulsorily
under the appropriate enactment the interest of the claimant in so far as it subsists
in the part of the affected area specified in the counter-notice (but not in so far as it
subsists in any other part of that area or in the unaffected area) and to have served a
notice to treat in respect of it on the date mentioned in subsection (5).

(5) The date referred to in subsection (4)—
(a) in a case falling within paragraph (a) of that subsection, is the date on which

notice is given in accordance with that paragraph; and
(b) in a case falling within paragraph (b) of that subsection, is the date specified

in directions given by the Tribunal in accordance with section 159(7).

(6) In relation to a blight notice served by virtue of section 158 references to “the
appropriate authority” and “the appropriate enactment” shall be construed as if the
unaffected area of an agricultural unit were part of the affected area.
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Textual Amendments
F2 Words in s. 160(2)(a)(4)(a) substituted (1.6.2009) by The Transfer of Tribunal Functions (Lands

Tribunal and Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1307), art. 5(1)(2), Sch. 1 para. 203

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/160/2/a/4/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307/article/5/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1307/schedule/1/paragraph/203
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by 2023 asc 3 s. 79(2)
– Act applied by 2023 asc 3 s. 83(4)
– Act excluded by 2023 asc 3 s. 140(4)(b)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 7(3) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(2)
– s. 7A(6) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(4)
– s. 7ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(3)
– s. 58B and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(1)
– s. 59A(3)(ba) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 4(b)
– s. 62(2A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(2)
– s. 62B(5)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(5)
– s. 70(2)(azb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 3(a)
– s. 70(3)(ca) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2016 c. 22, s. 5(8) by 2023 asc 3

Sch. 13 para. 194
– s. 70(3A) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 2
– s. 70A(5A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 4(a)
– s. 70A(10)(11) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(4)(b)
– s. 70B(5A)(5B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(5)(b)
– s. 73B inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(2)
– s. 74(1C)(aa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 5(b)
– s. 75ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 155
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(2) by 2011

c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(2)
– s. 83(2)-(2B) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(3) by 2011 c.

20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16
– s. 83(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 83(2) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(3)
– s. 83(4) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(4)
– s. 85(1A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(6)
– s. 93(5)(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 6
– s. 94(1)(e) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(15)
– s. 102(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 9(b)
– s. 106A(9A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 125
– s. 106ZA inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 158(1)
– s. 106ZB inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(1)
– s. 106ZB(2)(a) omitted by 2023 c. 55 s. 130(3)(b)
– s. 108(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(4)
– s. 108(3A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 Sch. 6 para. 6
– s. 108(3B)(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(6)
– s. 108(3B)(ba) word omitted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(i)
– s. 108(3B)(bb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(ii)
– s. 108(3DA) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(7)
– s. 108(3DB) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(e)
– s. 141(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 169(1)(a) words renumbered as s. 169(1)(a) by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(a)
– s. 169(1)(b) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(b)
– s. 170(8BA) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(6)
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– s. 171A(2)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(2)(a)
– s. 171B(1)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(1)
– s. 171B(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(2)
– s. 171E(8) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 116(3)
– s. 172ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(3)
– s. 174(2AA)(b) words substituted by 2023 c. 55 s. 113(6)
– s. 176(6) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(2)
– s. 188(1)(zb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(4)(a)
– s. 195(3A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(3)
– s. 196(1A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 8(2)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 216(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(a)
– s. 216(6A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(c)
– s. 303(1ZZA) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 87
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(9B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(4)
– s. 303A(10)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(5)
– s. 303A(12) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(6)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 314A inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 90
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
– s. 327ZA applied (with modifications) by 1990 c. 10, s. 37 (as amended) by 2023 c.

55 s. 124(7)(a)
– s. 327ZA applied by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1) (as amended) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(a)
– s. 327ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(1)
– s. 327ZA modified by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1ZC) (as inserted) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(b)
– s. 333(3ZZAA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(b)
– s. 333(3ZB) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(2)
– s. 333(3ZZA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(a)
– Sch. 1 para. 5(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(7)(c)
– Sch. 1 para. 7(10)(10A) substituted for Sch. 1 para. 7(10) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para.

11(2)
– Sch. 4B para. 11(3)-(5) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 7
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(fa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(4A)(4B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 5(5)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(a)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ea) substituted for Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(e) by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(a)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)

by 2011 c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(7)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) substituted for Sch. 7 para. 12(1) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)
– Sch. 7A para. 14(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(3)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 13(b)
– Sch. 9A inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 13
– Sch. 13 para. 24A inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(7)
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