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Environmental Protection Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 43

PART VI

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

Enforcement powers and offences

117 Power to deal with cause of imminent danger of damage to the environment.

(1) Where, in the case of anything found by him on any premises which he has power
to enter, an inspector has reason to believe that it is a genetically modified organism
or that it consists of or includes genetically modified organisms and that, in the
circumstances in which he finds it, it is a cause of imminent danger of damage to
the environment, he may seize it and cause it to be rendered harmless (whether by
destruction, by bringing it under proper control or otherwise).

(2) Before there is rendered harmless under this section—
(a) any thing that forms part of a batch of similar things, or
(b) any substance,

the inspector shall, if it is practicable and safe for him to do so, take a sample of it
and give to a responsible person at the premises a portion of the sample marked in a
manner sufficient to identify it.

(3) As soon as may be after anything has been seized and rendered harmless under this
section, the inspector shall prepare and sign a written report giving particulars of the
circumstances in which it was seized and so dealt with by him, and shall—

(a) give a signed copy of the report to a responsible person at the premises where
it was found by him; and

(b) unless that person is the owner of it, also serve a signed copy of the report
on the owner;

and if, where paragraph (b) above applies, the inspector cannot after reasonable inquiry
ascertain the name or address of the owner, the copy may be served on him by giving
it to the person to whom a copy was given under paragraph (a) above.
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Commencement Information
I1 S. 117 wholly in force at 1.2.1993 see s. 164(2)(3) and S.I. 192/3253, art. 3.
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– s. 30(4A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(2)
– s. 33ZB(10A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(3)(b)
– s. 34ZB(8A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(5)(b)
– s. 45A-45AZG substituted for s. 45A by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(4)
– s. 46(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(5)
– s. 106A inserted by 2023 c. 6 s. 41(2)
– s. 161(2AA)(2AB) inserted by 2016 anaw 3 s. 69(4)
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