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Broadcasting Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 42

F1PART I

INDEPENDENT TELEVISION SERVICES

CHAPTER II

TELEVISION BROADCASTING ON CHANNELS 3, 4 AND 5

Channel 3

21 Restriction on changes in control over Channel 3 licence holder.

(1) Where—
(a) any change in the persons having control over—

(i) a body to which a Channel 3 licence has been awarded or transferred
in accordance with this Part of this Act, or

(ii) an associated programme provider,
takes place within the relevant period, and

(b) that change takes place without having been previously approved for the
purposes of this section by [F1OFCOM] ,

then (subject to subsection (4)) [F1OFCOM] may, if the licence has not yet been
granted, refuse to grant it to the body referred to in paragraph (a)(i) above or, if it has
already been granted, serve on that body a notice revoking it.

(2) In subsection (1)—
“associated programme provider”, in relation to such a body as is

mentioned in paragraph (a)(i) of that subsection, means any body which is
connected with that body and [F2is or is likely to be involved, to a substantial
extent, in the provision of the programmes included] in the licensed service;
and
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“the relevant period”, in relation to a Channel 3 licence, means the period
beginning with the date of the award of the licence and ending on the first
anniversary of the date of its coming into force;

and paragraph 3 in Part I of Schedule 2 to this Act shall have effect for the purposes
of this subsection as if a body to which a Channel 3 licence has been awarded but not
yet granted were the holder of such a licence.

(3) [F1OFCOM] shall refuse to approve for the purposes of this section such a change as
is mentioned in subsection (1)(a)—

(a) if it appears to them that the change would be prejudicial to the provision
under the licence, by the body referred to in subsection (1)(a)(i), of a service
which accords with the proposals submitted under section 15(3)(b) by that
body (or, as the case may be, by the person to whom the licence was originally
awarded), or

(b) it appears to them that the change would be prejudicial to the provision
of Channel 3 as such a nationwide system of services as is mentioned in
section 14(1);

and [F1OFCOM] may refuse so to approve any such change if, in any circumstances
not falling within paragraph (a) or (b) above, they consider it appropriate to do so.

(4) [F1OFCOM] shall not under subsection (1) refuse to grant a licence to, or serve a
notice on, any body unless they have given it a reasonable opportunity of making
representations to them about the matters complained of.

(5) Where under subsection (1) [F1OFCOM] refuse to grant a licence to any body,
section 17 shall (subject to section 17(14)) have effect as if that body had not made an
application for the licence; and, where under that subsection they serve on any body a
notice revoking its licence, subsections (6) and (7) of section 42 shall apply in relation
to that notice as they apply in relation to a notice served under subsection (3) of that
section.
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