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Official Secrets Act 1989
CHAPTER 6

OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT 1989

1 Security and intelligence.  
2 Defence.  
3 International relations.  
4 Crime and special investigation powers.  
5 Information resulting from unauthorised disclosures or entrusted in

confidence.
 

6 Information entrusted in confidence to other States or international
organisations.

 

7 Authorised disclosures.  
8 Safeguarding of information.  
9 Prosecutions.  

10 Penalties.  
11 Arrest, search and trial.  
12 “Crown servant” and “government contractor”.  
13 Other interpretation provisions.  
14 Orders.  
15 Acts done abroad and extent.  
16 Short title, citation, consequential amendments, repeals, revocation and

commencement.
 

SCHEDULES
SCHEDULE 1 — Consequential Amendments
1 In each of the following provisions— (a) section 11(2)(b) of...  
2 In section 22(6) of the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act...  
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 Any provision in a public service pension scheme (within the...  
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SCHEDULE 2 — Repeals and Revocation



Official Secrets Act 1989 (c. 6)
Document Generated: 2012-05-19

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team to Official
Secrets Act 1989. Any changes that have already been made by the team appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations.

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 10(2) text amended by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 26 para. 39
– s. 12(1)(e) text amended by 2005 c. 15 Sch. 4 para. 58
– s. 12(1)(ab) inserted by 2006 c. 32 Sch. 10 para. 34(a)
– s. 12(2)(a) text amended by 2006 c. 32 Sch. 10 para. 34(b)
– s. 12(2)(aa) repealed by 2006 c. 32 Sch. 10 para. 34(b) Sch. 12
– s. 12(4A) inserted by 2004 c. 20 Sch. 14 para. 6

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act, associated Parts and
Chapters:
– Act extended by 2005 c. 10 Sch. 1 para. 11(3)
– Act extended by 2005 c. 10 Sch. 1 para. 13(3)
– Act extended by 2006 c. 32 s. 92
– Act extended by 2006 c. 32 Sch. 8 para. 3(2)
– Act extended by 2006 c. 32 Sch. 8 para. 7(6)

Commencement Orders yet to be applied to the Official Secrets Act 1989:
Commencement Orders bringing legislation that affects this Act into force:
– S.I. 2005/442 art. 2 commences (2004 c. 20)
– S.I. 2005/877 art. 2 commences (2004 c. 20)
– S.I. 2005/2800 art. 3-5 commences (2005 c. 10)
– S.I. 2006/378 art. 2-7 Sch. commences (2005 c. 15)
– S.R. 2010/113 art. 2 commences (2002 c. 26)
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