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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 7

TERRORIST INVESTIGATIONS

PART I

ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Search for material other than excluded or special procedure material

2 (1) A justice of the peace may, on an application made by a constable, issue a warrant
under this paragraph if satisfied that a terrorist investigation is being carried out and
that there are reasonable grounds for believing—

(a) that there is material on premises specified in the application which is likely
to be of substantial value (whether by itself or together with other material)
to the investigation;

(b) that the material does not consist of or include items subject to legal
privilege, excluded material or special procedure material; and

(c) that any of the conditions in sub-paragraph (2) below are fulfilled.

(2) The conditions referred to in sub-paragraph (1)(c) above are—
(a) that it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled to grant

entry to the premises;
(b) that it is practicable to communicate with a person entitled to grant entry to

the premises but it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled
to grant access to the material;

(c) that entry to the premises will not be granted unless a warrant is produced;
(d) that the purpose of a search may be frustrated or seriously prejudiced unless

a constable arriving at the premises can secure immediate entry to them.

(3) A warrant under this paragraph shall authorise a constable to enter the premises
specified in the warrant and to search the premises and any person found there and to
seize and retain anything found there or on any such person, other than items subject
to legal privilege, if he has reasonable grounds for believing—

(a) that it is likely to be of substantial value (whether by itself or together with
other material) to the investigation; and

(b) that it is necessary to seize it in order to prevent it being concealed, lost,
damaged, altered or destroyed.

(4) In Northern Ireland an application for a warrant under this paragraph shall be made
by a complaint on oath.



2 Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 1989 (repealed) (c. 4)
SCHEDULE 7 – Terrorist Investigations

Document Generated: 2023-07-07
Status: Point in time view as at 01/02/1991.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Prevention
of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 1989 (repealed), Cross Heading: Search for

material other than excluded or special procedure material. (See end of Document for details)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Sch. 7 para. 2 restricted (28.7.1998) by 1998 c. 35, s. 14(3)(a); S.I. 1998/1858, art. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1989/4/schedule/7/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/35/section/14/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1858
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1998/1858/article/2


Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 1989 (repealed) (c. 4)
Document Generated: 2023-07-07

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 01/02/1991.

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary
Provisions) Act 1989 (repealed), Cross Heading: Search for material other than excluded or
special procedure material.


