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Road Traftic Act 1988

1988 CHAPTER 52

PART VII

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Other duties to give information or documents

['172  Duty to give information as to identity of driver etc in certain circumstances.

(1) This section applies—

(a)

(b)
(©)
(d)

to any offence under the preceding provisions of this Act except—

(1) an offence under Part V, or

(i1) an offence under section 13, 16, 51(2), 61(4), 67(9), 68(4), 96 or 120,
and to an offence under section 178 of this Act,
to any offence under sections 25, 26 or 27 of the Road Traffic Offenders Act
1988,
to any offence against any other enactment relating to the use of vehicles on
roads, . . . and
to manslaughter, or in Scotland culpable homicide, by the driver of a motor
vehicle.

(2) Where the driver of a vehicle is alleged to be guilty of an offence to which this section
applies—

(a)

(b)

the person keeping the vehicle shall give such information as to the identity
of the driver as he may be required to give by or on behalf of a chief officer
of police [or the Chief Constable of the British Transport Police Force], and
any other person shall if required as stated above give any information which
it is in his power to give and may lead to identification of the driver.

(3) Subject to the following provisions, a person who fails to comply with a requirement
under subsection (2) above shall be guilty of an offence.
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(4) A person shall not be guilty of an offence by virtue of paragraph (a) of subsection (2)
above if he shows that he did not know and could not with reasonable diligence have
ascertained who the driver of the vehicle was.

(5) Where a body corporate is guilty of an offence under this section and the offence is
proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance of, or to be attributable
to neglect on the part of, a director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the
body corporate, or a person who was purporting to act in any such capacity, he, as
well as the body corporate, is guilty of that offence and liable to be proceeded against
and punished accordingly.

(6) Where the alleged offender is a body corporate, or in Scotland a partnership or an
unincorporated association, or the proceedings are brought against him by virtue of
subsection (5) above or subsection (11) below, subsection (4) above shall not apply
unless, in addition to the matters there mentioned, the alleged offender shows that no
record was kept of the persons who drove the vehicle and that the failure to keep a
record was reasonable.

(7) A requirement under subsection (2) may be made by written notice served [*in
accordance with Criminal Procedure Rules, if the alleged offence took place in
England and Wales, or by post otherwise]; and where it is so made—

(a) it shall have effect as a requirement to give the information within the period
of 28 days beginning with the day on which the notice is served, and

(b) the person on whom the notice is served shall not be guilty of an offence
under this section if he shows either that he gave the information as soon
as reasonably practicable after the end of that period or that it has not been
reasonably practicable for him to give it.

[ For the purposes of subsection (7) (as it applies in relation to an alleged offence in
"3(7A) England and Wales)—

(a) Criminal Procedure Rules (as they have effect from time to time) apply to the
notice as if it were a document to be served in criminal proceedings before
a magistrates’ court, and

(b) any magistrates’ court may discharge functions conferred on a court by those
Rules in relation to such service.]

(8) Where the person on whom a notice under subsection (7) above is to be served is a
body corporate, the notice is duly served if it is served on the secretary or clerk of
that body.

(9) For the purposes of section 7 of the Interpretation Act 1978 as it applies for the
purposes of this section the proper address of any person in relation to the service on
him of a notice under subsection (7) above is—

(a) inthe case ofthe secretary or clerk of a body corporate, that of the registered or
principal office of that body or (if the body corporate is the registered keeper
of the vehicle concerned) the registered address, and

(b) in any other case, his last known address at the time of service.

(10) In this section—

“registered address”, in relation to the registered keeper of a vehicle, means
the address recorded in the record kept under [*® the Vehicles Excise and
Registration Act 1994] with respect to that vehicle as being that person’s
address, and
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“registered keeper”, in relation to a vehicle, means the person in whose
name the vehicle is registered under that Act;

and references to the driver of a vehicle include references to the rider of a cycle.

(11) Where, in Scotland, an offence under this section is committed by a partnership or

by an unincorporated association other than a partnership and is proved to have been
committed with the consent or connivance or in consequence of the negligence of a
partner in the partnership or, as the case may be, a person concerned in the management
or control of the association, he (as well as the partnership or association) shall be

guilty of the offence.]
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force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))
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s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)

s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by
S.1. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)

s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)

s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)

s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27

s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)

s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28

s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
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