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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART VII

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Powers of constables and other authorised persons

163 Power of police to stop vehicles.

(1) A person driving a [F1mechanically propelled vehicle] on a road must stop the vehicle
on being required to do so by a constable in uniform [F2or a traffic officer].

(2) A person riding a cycle on a road must stop the cycle on being required to do so by
a constable in uniform [F3or a traffic officer].

(3) If a person fails to comply with this section he is guilty of an offence.

(4) F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 163(1) substituted (1.7.1992) by Road Traffic Act 1991 (c. 40, SIF 107:1), s. 48, Sch. 4

para. 67; S.I. 1992/1286, art. 2, Sch.
F2 Words in s. 163(1) inserted (E.W.) (4.10.2004 for E. and 1.5.2009 for W.) by Traffic Management Act

2004 (c. 18), ss. 6(4), 99 (with s. 38); S.I. 2004/2380, art. 2(a); S.I. 2009/1095, art. 2(a)
F3 Words in s. 163(2) inserted (E.W.) (4.10.2004 for E. and 1.5.2009 for W.) by Traffic Management Act

2004 (c. 18), ss. 6(4), 99 (with s. 38); S.I. 2004/2380, art. 2(a); S.I. 2009/1095, art. 2(a)
F4 S. 163(4) inserted (1.10.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 49(1)(3); S.I. 2002/2306, art. 2(d)

(iv) and subsequently repealed (1.1.2006) by Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (c. 15),
ss. 111, 174(2), 178, Sch. 7 para. 27(3), Sch. 17 Pt. 2; S.I. 2005/3495, art. 2(1)(m)(u) (subject to art.
2(2))
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 163: power to extend conferred by Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (c. 27, SIF 107:1), s. 96(2)(c)

(ii)(3) (as amended by Road Traffic (Consequential Provisions) Act 1988 (c. 54, SIF 107:1), s. 4, Sch.
3 para. 25(6)(b)(7)(a))
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 34A inserted by 2000 c. 37 Sch. 7 para. 6 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. The amending provision has been repealed)
– s. 41(2)(m) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 18(1)(a)
– s. 41(2)(ba) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(3)
– s. 49(3A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 48(1)
– s. 66(7A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 56(5)
– s. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(a) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 2(5)(a) substituted (1.9.2020) by S.I. 2020/818,
regs. 1(b), Sch. 6 para. 39(2)(c)(i))

– s. 85(1) words omitted (temp.) by S.I. 2019/648 reg. 2(5)(d) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 2(5)(a) substituted (1.9.2020) by S.I. 2020/818,
regs. 1(b), Sch. 6 para. 39(2)(c)(ii))

– s. 85(2) added by 1988 c. 54 Sch. 2 para. 17(c)
– s. 97(1)(c)(ia) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 6(2)(b)Sch. 7(4)
– s. 97(1)(d)(ii) words omitted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(4)
– s. 97(1ZA) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 38(2)
– s. 108(1BA) inserted by S.I. 2018/1251 reg. 2(5)(c)
– s. 123123A substituted for s. 123 by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 2
– s. 123A(3) words inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(3)
– s. 124(3)-(5) inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 3
– s. 124(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 2(b) (This amendment is to Part 5 of

the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125(3A)-(3D) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125(5A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 3(3) (This amendment is to Part 5 of
the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125A(5)-(7E) substituted for s. 125A(5)-(7) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 6(3)
– s. 125ZA inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 5
– s. 125ZA(2)(b) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(a) (This amendment is

to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(2)(d) and word inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(b) (This
amendment is to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to
the Road Safety Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(c) word omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(c) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(c) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(b) (This
amendment is to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to
the Road Safety Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(ba)(bb) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(a) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)
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– s. 125ZA(4)(ca) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(d) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126(5) omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 6 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126A inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 1(3)
– s. 126A omitted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 8A (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

3(3)
– s. 126A heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(2) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(a) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128A inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11
– s. 128A(4) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11 (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(4)
– s. 128B inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 9 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the

Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 128ZA inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(1)
– s. 128ZB inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 2
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted) by

2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB substituted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted)

by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(a) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(4) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(a) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 131(A1)-(C1) inserted by 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 13(1A) (as inserted) by S.I.
2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(a)(i)

– s. 131(3)(b)(c) substituted for s. 131(3)(b) and word by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(4)
– s. 131(6) inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(4)
– s. 131(6) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(5)
– s. 131(6) substituted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

4(5)
– s. 132-133ZA and cross-heading substituted for ss. 132, 133 and cross-heading by

2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 14

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/4/3/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/3/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6/paragraph/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/2/paragraph/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17/section/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/17/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/3/b/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/1089/regulation/4/3/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1286
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1286
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1286/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1286/schedule/3/paragraph/92/2/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6/paragraph/13/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/16/section/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/49/schedule/6/paragraph/14


Road Traffic Act 1988 (c. 52)
Document Generated: 2024-01-24

5

– s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)
– s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by

S.I. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)
– s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)
– s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)
– s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

– s. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27
– s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)
– s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28
– s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
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