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Landlord and Tenant Act 1987
1987 CHAPTER 31

PART III

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION BY TENANTS OF THEIR LANDLORD'S INTEREST

27 Preliminary notice by tenants

(1) Before an application for an acquisition order is made in respect of any premises to
which this Part applies, a notice under this section must (subject to subsection (3))
be served on the landlord by qualifying tenants of the flats contained in the premises
who, at the date when it is served, constitute the requisite majority of such tenants.

(2) A notice under this section must—
(a) specify the names of the qualifying tenants by whom it is served, the addresses

of their flats and the name and the address in England and Wales of a person
on whom the landlord may serve notices (including notices in proceedings)
in connection with this Part instead of serving them on those tenants;

(b) state that those tenants intend to make an application for an acquisition order
to be made by the court in respect of such premises to which this Part applies
as are specified in the notice, but (if paragraph (d) is applicable) that they will
not do so if the landlord complies with the requirement specified in pursuance
of that paragraph;

(c) specify the grounds on which the court would be asked to make such an order
and the matters that would be relied on by the tenants for the purpose of
establishing those grounds;

(d) where those matters are capable of being remedied by the landlord, require the
landlord, within such reasonable period as is specified in the notice, to take
such steps for the purpose of remedying them as are so specified; and

(e) contain such information (if any) as the Secretary of State may by regulations
prescribe.

(3) The court may by order dispense with the requirement to serve a notice under this
section in a case where it is satisfied that it would not be reasonably practicable to
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serve such a notice on the landlord, but the court may, when doing so, direct that such
other notices are served, or such other steps are taken, as it thinks fit.

(4) Any reference in this Part to the requisite majority of qualifying tenants of the flats
contained in any premises is a reference to qualifying tenants of the flats so contained
with more than 50 per cent. of the available votes; and for the purposes of this
subsection—

(a) the total number of available votes shall correspond to the total number of
those flats for the time being let to qualifying tenants; and

(b) there shall be one available vote in respect of each of the flats so let which
shall be attributed to the qualifying tenant to whom it is let.

(5) Nothing in this Part shall be construed as requiring the persons constituting any such
majority in any one context to be the same as the persons constituting any such
majority in any other context.


