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Housing (Scotland) Act 1987
1987 CHAPTER 26

PART XI

RENTS AND SERVICE CHARGES

210 Rents for public sector housing.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a local authority may charge such reasonable
rents as they may determine for the tenancy or occupation of houses provided by them.

(2) A local authority shall from time to time review such rents and make such charges
either of rents generally or of particular rents as circumstances may require.

(3) In determining standard rents to which their housing revenue account relates, a local
authority shall take no account of the personal circumstances of the tenants.

211 Service charges.

(1) A local authority shall make a service charge for each year of such amount as they
think reasonable in all the circumstances in respect of the following items to which
the housing revenue account relates—

(a) any garage, car-port or other car parking facilities provided by them in so far
as not included within the terms of the tenancy of a house;

(b) any service provided by them under the terms of the tenancy of a house;
(c) any other item made available under section 3 or 5 or supplied under section 4

for which a charge was made in the financial year 1971-2 under section 139
to 141 of the Act of 1966 and which has continued to be made available or
supplied after that year.

(2) The Secretary of State may direct in relation to any service provided under
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) either generally or in a particular case that no such
service charge shall be made.

(3) Before making any such direction the Secretary of State shall consult—
(a) such associations of local authorities as appear to him to be concerned;
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(b) any local authority with whom consultation appears to him to be desirable.

212 Rent increase notice.

(1) Where an authority lets a house held by it for housing purposes to a tenant it shall be an
implied term of the tenancy that the rent or any other charge payable to the authority
under the tenancy may be increased by notice (“rent increase notice”) without the
tenancy being terminated.

(2) A rent increase notice shall—
(a) be in writing;
(b) specify the increased rent and the date on which it has effect;
(c) be given to the tenant at least 4 weeks before it has effect;
(d) inform the tenant of his right to terminate the tenancy and of the steps to be

taken if he wishes to do so;
(e) inform him of the dates by which the notice of removal under section 213 must

be received and the tenancy terminated if the increase is not to have effect.

(3) A rent increase notice given in accordance with this section shall have effect unless a
removal notice is given in accordance with section 213.

(4) For the purposes of this section an authority is—
(a) a regional, islands or district council;
(b) a joint board or a joint committee;
(c) a development corporation;
(d) the Scottish Special Housing Association;
(e) a water authority or a water development board.

(5) This section does not apply to a secure tenancy.

213 Removal notice.

(1) A tenant who has been given a rent increase notice may give the authority a removal
notice terminating the tenancy.

(2) The removal notice shall have effect to terminate the tenancy if—
(a) it is given within 2 weeks of the date on which the rent increase notice was

given, or such longer period as the notice may specify;
(b) it specifies a date for the termination of the tenancy within 4 weeks after the

date on which it is given.

(3) Nothing in the terms of the tenancy (express or implied) shall prevent a tenant giving
a removal notice that complies with subsection (2).
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