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Housing and Planning Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 63

PART VI

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

England and Wales

42 Recovery of Minister’s costs in connection with inquiries.

(1) The following provisions of this section apply where a Minister is authorised under
or by virtue of any of the following statutory provisions to recover costs incurred by
him in relation to an inquiry—

(a) section 250(4) of the M1Local Government Act 1972 (general provision as to
costs of inquiries),

F1(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(c) section 129(1)(d) of the M2Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (costs of inquiry

under that Act),
(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F2

(e) any other statutory provision to which this section is applied by order of the
Minister.

(2) What may be recovered by the Minister is the entire administrative cost of the inquiry,
so that, in particular—

(a) there shall be treated as costs incurred in relation to the inquiry such
reasonable sum as the Minister may determine in respect of the general staff
costs and overheads of his department, and

(b) there shall be treated as costs incurred by the Minister holding the inquiry any
costs incurred in relation to the inquiry by any other Minister or government
department and, where appropriate, such reasonable sum as that Minister or
department may determine in respect of general staff costs and overheads.
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(3) The cost of an inquiry which does not take place may be recovered by the Minister
from any person who would have been a party to the inquiry to the same extent, and
in the same way, as the cost of an inquiry which does take place.

(4) The Minister may by regulations prescribe for any description of inquiry a standard
daily amount and where an inquiry of that description does take place what may be
recovered is—

(a) the prescribed standard amount in respect of each day (or an appropriate
proportion of that amount in respect of a part of a day) on which the inquiry
sits or the person appointed to hold the inquiry is otherwise engaged on work
connected with the inquiry,

(b) costs actually incurred in connection with the inquiry on travelling or
subsistence allowances or the provision of accommodation or other facilities
for the inquiry,

(c) any costs attributable to the appointment of an assessor to assist the person
appointed to hold the inquiry, and

(d) any legal costs or disbursements incurred or made by or on behalf of the
Minister in connection with the inquiry.

(5) An order or regulations under this section shall be made by statutory instrument
which shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament.

(6) An order applying this section to a statutory provision may provide for the
consequential repeal of so much of that provision, or any other provision, as restricts
the sum recoverable by the Minister in respect of the services of any officer engaged
in the inquiry or is otherwise inconsistent with the application of the provisions of
this section.
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