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Building Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 55

PART II

SUPERVISION OF BUILDING WORK ETC. OTHERWISE THAN BY
[F1LOCAL AUTHORITIES][F1BUILDING CONTROL AUTHORITIES]

Supervision of plans and work by approved inspectors

49 Approved inspectors.

(1) In this Act, “approved inspector” means a person who, in accordance with building
regulations, is approved for the purposes of this Part of this Act—

(a) by the Secretary of State, or
(b) by a body (corporate or unincorporated) that, in accordance with the

regulations, is designated by the Secretary of State for the purpose.

(2) Any such approval as is referred to in subsection (1) above may limit the description
of work in relation to which the person concerned is an approved inspector.

(3) Any such designation as is referred to in subsection (1)(b) above may limit the cases
in which and the terms on which the body designated may approve a person and,
in particular, may provide that any approval given by the body shall be limited as
mentioned in subsection (2) above.

(4) There shall be paid on an application for any such approval as is referred to in
subsection (1) above—

(a) where the application is made to the Secretary of State, such fee as may be
prescribed,

(b) where the application is made to a body designated by him as mentioned in
that subsection, such fee as that body may determine.

(5) Building regulations may—
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(a) contain provision prescribing the period for which, subject to any provision
made by virtue of paragraph (b) or (c) below, any such approval as is referred
to in subsection (1) above continues in force,

(b) contain provision precluding the giving of, or requiring the withdrawal of, any
such approval as is referred to in subsection (1) above in such circumstances
as may be prescribed,

(c) contain provision authorising the withdrawal of any such approval or
designation as is referred to in subsection (1) above,

(d) provide for the maintenance—
(i) by the Secretary of State of a list of bodies that are for the time being

designated by him as mentioned in subsection (1) above, and
(ii) by the Secretary of State and by each designated body of a list of

persons for the time being approved by him or them as mentioned in
that subsection,

(e) make provision for the supply to local authorities of copies of any list of
approved inspectors maintained by virtue of paragraph (d) above and for such
copy lists to be made available for inspection, and

(f) make provision for the supply, on payment of a prescribed fee, of a certified
copy of any entry in a list maintained by virtue of paragraph (d) above or in a
copy list held by a local authority by virtue of paragraph (e) above.

(6) Unless the contrary is proved, in any proceedings (whether civil or criminal) a
document that appears to the court to be a certified copy of an entry either in a list
maintained as mentioned in subsection (5)(d) above or in a copy of such a list supplied
as mentioned in subsection (5)(e) above—

(a) is presumed to be a true copy of an entry in the current list so maintained, and
(b) is evidence of the matters stated in it.

(7) An approved inspector may make such charges in respect of the carrying out of the
functions referred to in section 47(1) above as may in any particular case be agreed
between him and the person who intends to carry out the work in question or, as the
case may be, by whom that work is being or has been carried out.

(8) Nothing in this Part of this Act prevents an approved inspector from arranging for
plans or work to be inspected on his behalf by another person; but such a deletation—

(a) shall not extend to the giving of a certificate under section 50 or 51 below, and
(b) shall not affect any liability, whether civil or criminal, of the approved

inspector which arises out of functions conferred on him by this Part of this
Act or by building regulations,

and, without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (b) above, an approved inspector
is liable for negligence on the part of a person carrying out an inspection on his behalf
in like manner as if it were negligence by a servant of his acting in the course of his
employment.



Building Act 1984 (c. 55)
Document Generated: 2024-04-26

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team to Building
Act 1984. Any changes that have already been made by the team appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 49 omitted by 2022 c. 30 Sch. 4 para. 5

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(1A)(d) inserted by 2015 c. 7 s. 37(2)
– s. 44(11) inserted by 2004 c. 22 s. 3(8)
– s. 79A inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 65
– s. 91B inserted by 2022 c. 30 Sch. 5 para. 56
– s. 95(5) inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 60(2)
– s. 105C inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 58
– s. 116(3)-(6) inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 45(2)(d)
– s. 117(A1)(A2) inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 45(3)(b)
– s. 118(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 45(4)(b)
– s. 131A inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 59
– s. 131B inserted by 2022 c. 30 s. 60(3)
– Sch. 1 para. 7A inserted by 2015 c. 7 s. 37(4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/schedule/4/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/7/section/37/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/22/section/3/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13/paragraph/65
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/schedule/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/schedule/5/paragraph/56
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/60/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/45/2/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/45/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/45/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/59
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/30/section/60/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/7/section/37/4

