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Mental Health (Scotland) Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 36

PART V

ADMISSION TO AND DETENTION IN HOSPITAL AND GUARDIANSHIP

Procedure for reception of patients: guardianship

39 Medical recommendations: guardianship

The medical recommendations required for the purposes of a guardianship application
shall satisfy the following requirements—

(a) such recommendations shall be signed on or before the date of the application
and shall be given by medical practitioners (neither being the applicant) who
have personally examined the patient separately, in which case not more than 5
days must have elapsed between the days on which the separate examinations
took place, or, where no objection has been made by the patient or his nearest
relative, together;

(b) one of the recommendations shall be given by a practitioner approved for the
purposes of this section by a Health Board as having special experience in
the diagnosis or treatment of mental disorder and the other recommendation
shall, if practicable, be given by the patient's general medical practitioner or
another medical practitioner who has previous acquaintance with him;

(c) such recommendations shall contain a statement as to whether the person
signing the recommendation is related to the patient and of any pecuniary
interest that that person may have in the reception of the patient into
guardianship.


