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Food Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 30

PART V

SUGAR BEET AND COLD STORAGE

Ministerial functions as to sugar beet

68 Research and education

(1) The appropriate Minister, after consultation with the Company and with any body
which in that Minister's opinion is substantially representative of growers of home-
grown beet—

(a) shall prepare for each year a programme for carrying out research and
education in matters affecting the growing of home-grown beet; and

(b) may by order provide for carrying any such programme into effect.

(2) Any such programme for any year shall contain an estimate of the amount of the
expenditure to be incurred in carrying it out; and any order made for carrying such a
programme into effect shall, in particular, provide—

(a) for assessing the contributions towards defraying such expenditure to be made
by the Company and by every grower of home-grown beet who delivers beet
to the Company in that year; and

(b) for the collection of such contributions and the recovery of unpaid
contributions by the appropriate Minister.

(3) All contributions paid in accordance with an order under subsection (1) shall be paid
into a research and education fund.

(4) All expenditure certified by the appropriate Minister to have been properly incurred
in carrying out any programme prepared under this section (including expenditure
incurred by him or on his behalf) shall be defrayed out of the fund mentioned in
subsection (3).
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(5) That fund shall be under the Minister's control; and an account showing the revenue
and expenditure of the fund for any year shall, not later than 30th November in the year
following that to which it relates, be transmitted by the Minister to the Comptroller
and Auditor General, who shall examine and certify the account and lay copies of it,
together with his report on it, before Parliament.

(6) In this section—
" the appropriate Minister "—

(a) in relation to a programme or order extending to the whole of Great
Britain, means the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the
Secretary of State for Scotland and the Secretary of State for Wales,
acting jointly,

(b) in relation to a programme or order extending only to England and
Wales, means the Minister and the Secretary of State, acting jointly,

(c) in relation to a programme or order extending only to Scotland, means
the Secretary of State;

" the Company " means British Sugar, public limited company;
" financial year of the Company" means the 12 months beginning with 1st

April;
" home-grown beet" means sugar beet grown in Great Britain;
" year " means a financial year of the Company.

69 Crop price

(1) If as regards the home-grown beet crop for any year it is made to appear to the
Ministers—

(a) by the processors of home-grown beet, or
(b) by a body which is in their opinion substantially representative of the growers

of home-grown beet,
that the processors and that body are unable to agree on the prices and other terms and
conditions for the purchase of homegrown beet by the processors, the Ministers may
determine or designate a person to determine those prices, terms and conditions.

(2) Any purchase by processors for which prices, terms and conditions have been so
determined, or contract for such a purchase, shall take effect as a purchase or contract
for purchase at those prices and on those terms and conditions.

(3) In this section "home-grown beet" means sugar beet grown in Great Britain ; and "
the Ministers " means the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the Secretary
of State for Scotland and the Secretary of State for Wales, acting jointly.

Cold storage

70 Provision of cold storage

(1) A local authority who have provided or are about to provide a market may—
(a) provide a cold air store or refrigerator for the storage and preservation of meat

and other articles of food ; and
(b) make charges in respect of the use of any such store or refrigerator.
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(2) Any proposal by a local authority to provide under this section a cold air store or
refrigerator within the district of another local authority requires the consent of that
other authority.

(3) Such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld and any question whether or not the
consent of an authority for the purposes of subsection (2) is unreasonably withheld
shall be referred to and determined by the Minister.

(4) Subsections (1) to (5) of section 250 of the Local Government Act 1972 (which relate
to local inquiries) shall apply for the purposes of this section as if any reference in
those subsections to that Act included a reference to this section.


