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County Courts Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 28

PART III

PROCEDURE

Judgments and orders.

72 Set-off in cases of cross judgments in county courts and High Court.

(1) Where one person has obtained a judgment or order in [F1the county court] against
another person, and that other person has obtained a judgment or order against the
first-mentioned person in the F2... county court or in the High Court, either such person
may, in accordance with rules of court, give notice in writing to the court or the several
courts as the case may be, and may apply to the court or any of the said courts in
accordance with rules of court for leave to set off any sums, including costs, payable
under the several judgments or orders.

(2) Upon any such application, the set-off may be allowed in accordance with the practice
for the time being in force in the High Court as to the allowance of set-off and in
particular in relation to any solicitor’s lien for costs.

(3) Where the cross judgments or orders have not been obtained in the same court, a copy
of the order made on any such application shall be sent by the proper officer of the
court to which the application is made to the proper officer of the other court.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in ss. 36-147 substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 10(1)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F2 Words in s. 72(1) omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch.
9 para. 10(28); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 72(2) applied (with modifications) (23.12.2011) by The Legal Services Act 2007 (Designation as a

Licensing Authority) (No. 2) Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/2866), art. 1(2), Sch. 2
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– s. 60A inserted by 2007 c. 29 s. 191
– s. 60A(2) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 9 para. 10(17) (Effect not applied as

s. 60A has not been brought into force)
– s. 60A(3)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(a)(ii) (This amendment

comes into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
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– s. 60A(7) words substituted by S.I. 2010/844 Sch. 2 para. 2 (Effect not applied as s.
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– s. 112A112B inserted by 1990 c. 41 s. 13(5)
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