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Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 27

PART II

TRAFFIC REGULATION IN SPECIAL CASES

17 Traffic regulation on special roads.

[F1(1) A special road shall not be used except by traffic of a class authorised to do so—
(a) in England and Wales, by a scheme made, or having effect as if made,

under section 16 of the Highways Act 1980 or by virtue of paragraph 3 of
Schedule 23 to that Act, or

(b) in Scotland, by a scheme made, or having effect as if made, under section 7
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.]

(2) The Secretary of State may make regulations with respect to the use of special
roads,[F2Such regulations may, in particular—

(a) regulate the manner in which and the conditions subject to which special roads
may be used by traffic authorised to do so;]

(b) authorise, or enable such authority as may be specified in the regulations to
authorise, the use of special roads on occasion or in an emergency or for the
purpose of crossing, or for the purpose of securing access to premises abutting
on or adjacent to the roads, by traffic other than that described in paragraph (a)
above; F3. . .

(c) relax, or enable any authority so specified to relax, any prohibition or
restriction imposed by the regulations.

[F4(d) include provisions having effect in such places, at such times, in such manner
or in such circumstances as may for the time being be indicated by traffic signs
in accordance with the regulations.]

(3) Regulations made under subsection (2) above may make provision with respect to
special roads generally, or may make different provision with respect to special roads
provided for the use of different classes of traffic, or may make provision with respect
to any particular special road.
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[F5(3A) Before making regulations under subsection (2) above, the Scottish Ministers shall
consult the National Park authority for any National Park which would be affected by
the regulations.]

(4) If a person uses a special road in contravention of this section or of regulations under
subsection (2) above, he shall be guilty of an offence.

[F6(5) The provisions of this section and of any regulations under subsection (2) above do
not apply in relation to a road, or part of a road, until the date declared by the traffic
authority, by notice published in the prescribed manner, to be the date on which the
road or part is open for use as a special road.

This does not prevent the making of regulations under subsection (2) above before
that date, so as to come into force in relation to that road or part on that date.]

(6) In this section “use”, in relation to a road, includes crossing, F7 . . .
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