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ELIZABETH 11

Compulsory Purchase
(Vesting Declarations) Act
1981

1981 CHAPTER 66

An Act to consolidate the provisions of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1968 concerning general vesting
declarations, and related enactments. [30th October 1981]

with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

Part I

GENERAL

1.—(1) This Act has effect for the purpose of enabling any
authority to whom this section applies to vest in themselves by
a declaration land which they are authorised by a compulsory
purchase order to acquire, and with respect to connected
matters. :

(2) This section applies to any Minister or local or other
public authority authorised to acquire land by means of a
compulsory purchase order.

2.—(1) In this Act—
“ acquiring authority ” means a Minister or other authority
to whom section 1 above applies,
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ParT I “ general vesting declaration ” means a declaration executed
under section: 4 below,

“land ”, in relation to compulsory acquisition by an
acquiring authority, has the same meaning as in the
relevant enactments,

“long tenancy which is about to expire ” has the meaning
given by subsection (2) below,

“ minor tenancy ” means a tenancy for a year or from year
to year, or any lesser interest,

“ prescribed * means prescribed by regulations made by
the Secretary of State which shall be made by statutory
instrument subject to annulment in pursuance of a
r&solutlon of either House of Parliament,

“ relevant enactments ” , in relation to an acquiring autho-
rity, means the enactments under which that authority
may acquire or be authorised to acquire land com-
pulsorily and which prescribe a procedure for effecting
the compulsory acquisition by them by means of a
compulsory purchase order,

1954 c. 56. “ tenancy ” has the same meaning as in the Landlord and
Tenant Act 1954, : ‘

“ vesting date ”, in relation to a general vesting declaration,
has the meaning given by section 4(3) below.

(2) In this Act “long tenancy which is about to expire ”, in
relation to -a general vesting declaration, means a tenancy
granted for an interest greater than a minor tenancy, but having
on the vesting date a period still to run which is not more than
the specified period (that is to say, such period, longer than one
year, as may for the purposes of this definition be specified in
the declaration in relation to the land in which the tenancy
subsists).

In determining for the purposes- of this subsection what penod
a tenancy still’ has to ‘Tun on thse v&stmg datc 1t shall be
assumed— :
(@) that the tenant will exercise any optxon ‘to renew the
tenancy, and will not exercise any option to terminate
the tenancy, then or thereafter available to- him,

* (b) that the landlord will exercise any ‘option to termmate
the tenancy then or thereafter available to. him. .

1971 ¢. 78, (3) Section 284 of the Town and Country Planning ‘Act 1971
(information as to interests in land) shall have effect as if this
- Act were part of that Act. . Ty
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- PArT IT
EXECUTION OF DECLARATION

. 3.—Before making a declaration under section 4 below Preliminary
with respect to amy land which is subject to a compulsory notices.
purchase order the acquiring authority shall include ‘the parti-
culars specified in subsection (3) below in—
(@) the statutory notice of confirmation of the order, or
(b) in a notice which is given subsequently and to which
' the requirements of the relevant enactments with

respect to the publication and service of the statutory
notice of confirmation of the order shall apply.

"(2) A notice under subsection (1)(b) above . shall be given
before the service of any notice to treat in respect of the land
with respect to which the declaration is to be made.

(3) The particulars to be included in the notice are—

(@) such a statement of the effect of this Part, and Part 111
below, as may be prescribed, and

(b) a notification to the effect that every person who, if a
general vesting declaration were executed in respect of
all the land comprised in the order (other than land
-in respect of which notice to treat has been served),

- would be entitled to claim compensation in respect of
any such land is invited to give information to the
authority making the declaration in the prescribed
form with respect to his name and address and thc
. land in question..

(4) A notice complying with the precedmg provisions of this
section shall be registered in the register of local land charges
by the proper officer of the local authonty for the area in which
that land, or any part of that land, is situated..

(5) In this section “statutory notice of oonﬁrmatlon ”, in
relation to a compulsory purchase order, means. the notlce of
the confirmation of the order which is required to be published
or served by section 15 of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981, or
by any other provision. of the pelevant enactments correspondmg
to that section.

(6) Where the acquiring authonty is a Minister for references
in subsections (1) to (4) above to the statutory notice of con-
firmation ‘of the order there shall be substituted references to
the notice of the making of the order which is required to be
pubhshed or served by paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 to the
Acquisition of Land Act 1981, or any other prov1s1on of the
relevant enactments corresponding to that paragraph.

A3
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4.—(1) The acquiring authority may execute in respect of any
of the land which they are authorised to acquire by the com-
pulsory purchase order a declaration in the prescribed form
vesting the land in themselves from the end of such period as
may be specified in the declaration (not being less than 28
days from the date on which the service of notices required
by section 6 below is completed).

(2) For the purposes of this Act a certificate by the acquiring
authority that the service of notices required by section 6 below
was completed on a date specified in the certificate shall be
conclusive evidence of the fact so stated.

(3) In this Act the “vesting date ” in relation to a general
vesting declaration means the first day after the end of the period
specified in- the declaration in accordance with subsection (1)
above.

5.—(1) A declaration under section 4 above shall not be
executed before the end of the period of two months beginning
with the date of the first publication of the notice complying
with section 3 above, or such longer period, if any, as may be
specified in the notice:

Provided that, with the consent in writing of every occupier
of the land specified in the declaration, the acquiring authority
may execute the declaration before the end of that period of
go months, or of the longer period so specified, as the case may

(2) A declaration under section 4 above shall not be executed
before the compulsory purchase order has come into operation,
and this subsection applies in particular where the compulsory
purchase order is subject to special parliamentary procedure
and therefore does not come into operation in accordance with
section 26(1) of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981 or any corres-
ponding provision of the relevant enactments.

6.—(1) As soon as may be after executing a general vesting
declaration the acquiring authority shall serve—
(@) on every occupier of any of the land specified in the
declaration (other than land in which there subsists
a minor tenancy or a long tenancy which is about to
expire), and
(b) on every other person who has given information to
the acquiring authority with respect to any of that
land in pursuance of the invitation published and served
under section 3(1) above,
a notice in the prescribed form specifying the land and stating
the effect of the declaration.
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(2) Section 283 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971  PartII
:lslervx‘ge of notices) shall apply as if this section formed part of 1971 ¢ 78.
at Act.

Part IIT
EFFECT OF DECLARATION

7.—(1) On the vesting date the provisions of— - Constructive

(@) the Land Compensation Act 1961 (as modified by sec- ?;;if © t;;reat‘
tion 4 of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981) and €. 22
(b) the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965, 1965 c. 56.
shall apply as if, on the date on which the general vesting
declaration was executed, a notice to treat had been served on
every person on whom, under section 5 of the Compulsory
Purchase Act 1965, the acquiring authority could have served
such a notice, other than—
(1) any person entitled to an interest in the land in respect
of which such a notice had actually been served before
the vesting date, and
(i) any person entitled to a minor tenancy or a long
tenancy which is about to expire.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) above it shall be
assumed that the acquiring authority required to take the whole
of the land specified in the declaration and had knowledge of all
the parties referred to in section 5 of the Compulsory Purchase
Act 1965.

(3) The power conferred by section 31 of the Land Compensa-
tion Act 1961 to withdraw a notice to treat shall not be exercis-
able in respect of a notice to treat which is deemed to be served
under this section.

8.—(1) On the vesting date the land specified in the general Vesting, and
vesting declaration, together with the right to enter upon and take Tiht to enter
possession of it, shall, subject to section 9 below, vest in the Sﬂiﬁ?ﬁin
acquiring authority as if— : .

(@) the circumstances in which under Part I of the Compul-
sory Purchase Act 1965 an authority authorised to
purchase land compulsorily have any power to execute
a deed poll had arisen in respect of all the land, and all
interests therein, and

(b) the acquiring authority had duly exercised that power
accordingly on the vesting date.

(2) Subsection (1)(a@) above applies to any deed poll whether
for vesting land or any interest in land in the acquiring authority,
or for extinguishing the whole or any part of any rent-service,
rentcharge, chief or other rent, or other payment or incumbrance.
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(3) Section 11(1) of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 (power
to enter upon land after service of notice to treat) shall not apply
to land specified in a general vesting declaration.

9.—(1) This section applies where any land specified in a
general vesting declaration is land in which there subsists a
minor tenancy or a long tenancy which is about to expire.

(2) The right of entry conferred by section 8(1) above shall
not be exercisable in respect of that land unless, after serving a
notice to treat in respect of that tenancy, the acquiring authority
have served on every occupier of any of the land in which the
tenancy subsists a notice stating that, at the end of such period as
is specified in the notice (not being less than 14 days) from the
date on which the notice is served, they intend to enter upon
and take possession of such land as is specified in the notice,
and that period has expired.

(3) The vesting of the land in the acquiring authority shall be
subject to the tenancy until the period specified in a notice
under subsection (2) above expires, or the tenancy comes to an
end, whichever first occurs.

PartT IV
SUPPLEMENTARY

10.—(1) Where any of the land specified in a general vesting
declaration has become vested in an acquiring authority by
virtue of Part III of this Act, the acquiring authority shall be
liable to pay the like compensation, and the like interest on the
compensation agreed or awarded, as they would have been
required to pay if they had taken possession of the land under
section 11(1) of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965.

(2) Section 22 of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 and
Schedule 2 to that Act (absent and untraced owners) shall not
apply to the compensation to be paid for any interest in land in
respect of which a notice to treat is deemed to have been served
by virtue of Part III of this Act.

(3) The time within which a question of disputed compensa-
tion arising out of an acquisition of an interest in land in respect
of which a notice to treat is deemed to have been served by
virtue of Part III of this Act may be referred to the Lands
Tribunal shall be 6 years from the date at which the person
claiming compensation, or a person under whom he derives
title, first knew, or could reasonably be expected to have known,
of the vesting of the interest by virtue of Part III of this Act.

This subsection shall be construed as one with Part I of the
Limitation Act 1980.
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11.—(1) This section applies where after the execution of 8  ParrIV
general vesting declaration a person (“the claimant®) claims Recovery of
compensation in respect of the acquisition by the acquiring compensation
authority of an interest in land by virtue of the declaration, and overpaid.
the authority pay compensation in respect of that interest.

(2) If it is shown that— ' s

(@) the land, or the claimant’s interest in it, was subject to
an incumbrance which was not disclosed in the par-
ticulars of his claim, and

(b) that by reason of that incumbrance the compensation
paid exceeded the compensation to which the claimant
was entitled in respect of that interest,

the acquiring authority may recover from the claimant the
amount of the excess.

- (3) If it is shown that the claimant was not entitled to the
interest, either in the whole or in part of the land to which the
claim related, the acquiring authority may recover from the
claimant an amount equal to the compensation paid, or as
the case may be an amount equal to so much of that compensa-
tion as, on a proper apportionment, is attributable to that part
of the land. :

(4) Any question arising under subsection (2) or (3) above

as to—
(@) the amount of the compensation to which the claimant
was entitled in respect of an interest in land, or
(b) the apportionment of any compensation paid,

shall be referred to and determined by the Lands Tribunal;
and in relation to the determination of the question section 2
of the Land Compensation Act 1961 (public sittings, limitation 1961 c. 33.
on number of expert witnesses and other matters) shall apply
subject to any necessary modifications. '

(5) Subject to subsection (4) above, any amount recoverable
by the acquiring authority under this section shall be recoverable
in any court of competent jurisdiction.

(6) If the acquiring authority are a local authority (as defined
in section 290(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971) 1971 c. 78.
any sum recovered by them under this section shall be applied
towards the repayment of any debt incurred in acquiring or
redeveloping the land, or if no debt was so incurred shall be
paid into the account out of which sums incurred in the
acquisition of that land were paid.

12. Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect. Divided land.

13. Where any of the land specified in a general vesting Right of
declaration has become vested in an acquiring authority under recovery of

i who, in consequence thereof, mistaken
Part III of this Act, any person nseq mistaken
rent, etc.
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is relieved from any liability (whether in respect of a rentcharge,
rent under a tenancy, mortgage interest or any other matter)
and makes any payment as in satisfaction or in part satisfaction
of that liability shall, if he shows that when he made the payment
he did not know of the facts which constituted the cause of his
being so relieved, or of one or more of those facts, be entitled
to recover the sum paid as money had and received to his use
by the person to whom it was paid.

14. Where, after land has become vested in an acquiring
authority under Part III of this Act, a person retains possession
of any document relating to the title to the land, he shall be
deemed to have given to the acquiring authority an acknowledg-
ment in writing of the right of the authority to production of
that document and to delivery of copies thereof and (except
where he retains possession of the document as mortgagee or
trustee or otherwise in a fiduciary capacity) an undertaking for
safe custody thereof ; and section 64 of the Law of Property
Act 1925 shall have effect accordingly, and on the basis that the
acknowledgment and undertaking did not contain any such
expression of contrary intention as is mentioned in that section.

15. In relation to any order under section 141 of the Local
Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 (which provides that
such an order shall have the same effect as a general vesting
declaration) this Act shall have effect subject to the modifica-
tions specified in Schedule 2 to this Act.

16.—(1) The enactments specified in Schedule 3 to this Act
shall have effect subject to the amendments specified in that
Schedule, being amendments consequential upon the provisions
of this Act.

(2) The transitional provisions in Schedule 4 to this Act
shall have effect.
(3) The enactments specified in Schedule 5 to this Act shall

be repealed to the extent specified in the third column of that
Schedule. ‘

17.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Compulsory Purchase
(Vesting Declarations) Act 1981.

(2) This Act shall come into force at the expiration of a
period of three months beginning with the date on which this
Act is passed.

(3) This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Northern
Ireland.
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SCHEDULES

ScHEDULE 1

Divipep LAND

ParT 1
BUILDINGS AND GARDENS ETC.

Interpretation of Part 1
1.-In this Part of this Schedule—

Section 8.

“ notice of objection to severance ” means a notice under para- -

graph 2(1) below,

“land proposed to be severed ” means land in respect of which
notice of objection to severance is served.

Objection to severance
2.—(1) If a general vesting declaration comprises part only of—
(a) any house, building or factory, or
(b) a park or garden belonging to a house,

any person who is able to sell the whole of the house, building,
factory, park or garden may by notice served on the acquiring
authority require them to purchase his interest in the whole.

(2) Except as provided by paragraph 10 below, a notice under this
paragraph shall not have effect if it is served more than 28 days
after the date on which notice under section 6 of this Act is served
on the person giving notice under this paragraph.

(3) Section 8(1) of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 (which
makes other provision for objection to severance of buildings,
gardens etc.) shall not apply to land in respect of which a general
vesting declaration is made. '

3. Where notice of objection to severance is served within the time
allowed in accordance with paragraph 2(2) above then notwithstand-
ing section 8 of this Act—

(@) the interest in respect of which the notice is served shall not
vest in the acquiring authority, and

(b) if he is entitled to possession of the land, the acquiring
authority shall not be entitled to enter upon or take posses-
sion of it, :

until the notice has been disposed of in accordance with the following
provisions of this Schedule.

1965 ¢. S6.
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Response by acquiring authority to objection to serverance

4—(1) Within 3 months after a person has served on an acquiring
a}glhority a notice of objection to severance, the authority shall
either—

(a) serve notice on him withdrawing the notice to treat deemed
to have been served on him in respect of his interest in the
land proposed to be severed, or

(b) serve notice on him that the general vesting declaration shall
have effect, in relation to his interest in the land proposed
to be severed, as if the whole of that land had been com-
prised in the declaration (and in the compulsory purchase
order, if part only of that land was comprised in that order),
or

(c) refer the notice of objection to severance to the Lé.nds Tri-
bunal and notify him that it has been so referred.

(2) Sub-paragraph (1)(@) above has effect notwithstanding section
7(3) of this Act.

5. If the acquiring authority do not take action in accordance with
paragraph 4 above within the period allowed by that paragraph then
at the end of that period they shall be deemed to have acted in
accordance with sub-paragraph (1)(a) of that paragraph.

6. Where in accordance with paragraph 4 or paragraph 5 above
the notice to treat deemed to have been served in respect of a person’s
interest in the land proposed to be severed is withdrawn, or is
deemed to have been withdrawn—

(@) that interest shall not vest in the acquiring authority by
virtue of the general vesting declaration, and

(b) if he is entitled to possession of that land, the acquiring
authority shall not be entitled by virtue of that declaration
to enter upon or take possession of it.

7. Where an acquiring authority take action in accordance with
paragraph 4(1)(b) above, the general vesting declaration (and, where
applicable, the compulsory purchase order) shall have effect as men-
tioned in that sub-paragraph, whether apart from this Part of this
Schedule the acquiring authority could have been authorised to
acquire the interest in question in the whole of the land proposed to
be severed or not.

8.—(1) Where in accordance with paragraph 4(1)(c) above an
acquiring authority refer a notice of objection to severance to the
Lands Tribunal, and on that reference the Tribunal determines that
the part of the land proposed to be severed which is comprised in
the general vesting declaration can be taken— '

(@) in the case of a house, building or factory, without material
detriment, or
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(b) in the case of a park or garden, without seriously affecting
the amenity or convenience of the house, o

paragraph 3 above shall thereupon cease to have effect in relation to
that notice.

(2) In making a determination under this paragraph in any of the
cases. in sub-paragraph (1)}a) or (b) above the Tribunal shall take
into acoount not only the effect of the severance but also the use to
be made of the part proposed to be acquired and, in a case where
the part is proposed to be acquired for works or other purposes
extending to other land, the effect of the whole of the works and the
use to be made of the other land.

9.—(1) If on such a reference the Lands Tribunal does not make a
determination in accordance with paragraph 8 above, the Tribunal
shall determine the area of that land (being the whole of it or a part
of it which includes the part comprised in the general vesting
declaration) which the acquiring authority ought to be required to
take ; and the general vesting declaration shall have effect, in relation
to the interest in that area of the person who served the notice of
objection to severance, as if the whole of that area had been com-
prised in the general vesting declaration, whether apart from this
- Part of this Schedule the acquiring authority could have been
authorised to acquire that interest in the whole of that area or not.

(2) Where sub-paragraph (1) above applies, and part of the area
determined by the Lands Tribunal was not comprised in the com-
pulsory purchase order, the general vesting declaration shall have
effect as mentioned in that sub-paragraph as if the whole of that
area had been comprised in the compulsory purchase order as well
as in the declaration.

Late service of notice of objection to severance

10.—(1) Where in accordance with paragraph 2(1) above a person
is entitled to serve a notice of objection to severance, and it is
proved—

(@) that he never received the notice required by section 6 of
this Act to be served on him, or received that notice less
than 28 days before, or on or after, the date on which the
period specified in the general vesting declaration expired,
and ‘

(b) that a notice of objection to severance served by him was
served not more than 28 days after the date on which he
first had knowledge of the execution of the general vesting
declaration,

that notice shall have effect notwithstanding that it is served after
the time allowed in accordance with paragraph 2(2) above has
expired.

(2) Where in the circumstances specified in sub-paragraph (1)
above, a person serves a notice of objection to severance after the end
of the period specified in the general vesting declaration,—

(@) paragraphs 3 and 6 above shall not have effect in relation to
that notice.

ScH. 1

11



12

Sch. 1

1965 c. 36.

¢. 66 Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981

(b) paragraph 4 above shall have effect in relation to that notice
as if sub-paragraph (1)Xa) of that paragraph were omitted,

(¢) paragraph 5 above shall have effect in relation to that notice
with the substitution, for the words * sub-paragraph (1Xa) ”,
of the words “ sub-paragraph (1)(b) ”, and

(d) paragraph 8 above shall not have effect in relation to that
notice, but without prejudice to the making by the Tribunal
of any such determination as is mentioned in that paragraph.

Part I

RENTCHARGES AND TENANCIES

11.—(1) Where land specified in a general vesting declaration is,
together with other land not so specified, charged with a rentcharge,
such proportion of the rentcharge as may be apportioned under
section 18 of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 to the first-mentioned
land shall, subject to sub-paragraph (3) below, be treated as having
been extinguished by virtue of Part III of this Act on the vesting of
that land in an acquiring authority under 'Ehat Part.

{2) Where by virtue of sub-paragraph (1) above a portion of the
rentcharge is treated as having been extinguished, the provisions of
section 18 of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965 shall have effect as
if the extinguishment had taken place under that section.

(3) I, in the circumstances described in sub-paragraph (1) above,
the person entitled to the rent charge and the owner of the land
subject thereto enter into an agreement to that effect, the said section
18 shall have effect as if, at the time of the vesting of the land in
the acquiring authority under Part III of this Act, the person entitled
to the rentcharge had released that land from the rentcharge on the
condition mentioned in subsection (2) of that section ; and in that
case no part of the rentcharge shall be treated as having been
ex.tlﬁlguished as regards the remaining part of the land charged there-
with.

(4) In this paragraph “rentcharge ” has the same meaning as in
section 18 of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965.

12.Where land specified in a general vesting declaration is, together
with other land not so specified. comprised in a tenancy for a term
of years unexpired, section 19 of the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965
shall have effect in relation thereto as if for references to the time
of the apportionment of rent therein mentioned there were substituted
references to the time of vesting of the tenancy in the acquiring
authority.
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SCHEDULE 2 Section 15.

VESTING OF LAND IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

1. In relation to an order (*“ the order ”) under section 141 of the
Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 (subsection (4) of 1980 c. 65.
which provides that an order under that section shall have the same
effect as a general vesting declaration) this Act shall have effect
subject to the modifications in this Schedule.

2~—(1) Any reference in Part III or IV to a general vesting
declaration shall be treated as a reference to the order.

(2) Any reference in Part III or IV to the vesting date shall be
treated as a reference to the date on which the order comes into
force, and the reference in section 11(1) to the execution of a
general vesting declaration shall be treated as a reference to the order
having come into force.

3. In section 7(1)—

(a) the reference to every person on whom, under section 5 of
the Compulsory Purchase Act 1965, the acquiring authority
could have served a notice to treat shall be treated as a
reference to every person whose interest in the land to
which the order relates is vested by the order in the Urban
Development Corporation,

(b) paragraph (i) shall be omitted.

4.~—(1) In Schedule 1, in paragraph 2(2) the reference to the date
on which notice under section 6 is served on any person shall be
treated as a reference to the date on which the order comes into
force.

(2) In Schedule 1, in paragraph 10—
‘(@) sub-paragraph (1)a) shall be omitted, and - »
(b) the reference in sub-paragraph (1)Xb) to the date on which
a person first had knowledge of the execution of the
general vesting declaration shall be treated as a reference
to the date on which the order came into force.

SCHEDULE 3 Section 16(1).

CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS

Land Compensation Act 1973 (c.26)

1. In the Land Compensation Act 1973, in sections 50(4), 53(5)
and 57(1) for “ Schedule 3 to the Town and Country Planning Act
1968 » substitute “Part III of the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting
Declarations) Act 1981 . ‘
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1976 ¢. 40.

Section 16(2).

1978 c. 30.
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Finance Act 1975 (¢.7)

2. In paragraph 40(4) of Schedule 10 to the Finance Act 1975,
as amended by section 101(2) of the Finance Act 1976, for “ Schedule
3 to the Town and Country Planning Act 1968 ” substitute “ the
Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981 ™.

Development Land Tax Act 1976 (c.24)

3. In section 45(5) (a) of the Development Land Tax Act 1976
for “Schedule 3 to the Town and Country Planning Act 1968~
substitute *“ the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act
1981 7, ‘

Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1930 (e.65)

4. In section 141(4)' of the Local Government, Planning and Land
Act 1980 for “section 30 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1968 * substitute “ the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations)
Act 1981,

SCHEDULE 4
TRANSITIONAL

References to old law to include new law

1.—(1) This paragraph is without prejudice to section 17(2)(@) of
the Interpretation Act 1978 as extended to the interpretation of sub-
ordinate legislation and instruments and documents by section 23(2)
and (3) of that Act. ' .

(2) Any document made, served or issued before the passing of this
Act or at any time thereafter (whether before or after the commence-
ment of this ‘Act) and containing a reference to an enactment re-
pealed by this Act shall, except in so far as a contrary intention
appears, be construed as referring, or as the context requires, as in-
cluding a reference, to the corresponding provision of this Act.

References to new law to include old law

2. Any reference, whether express or implied, in any enactment,
instrument or document (including this Act and any enactment
amended by Schedule 3 to this Act) to, or to things done or falling to
be done under or for the purposes of, any provision of this Act shall,
if and so far as the nature of the reference permits, be construed as
including, in relation to the circumstances or purposes in relation to
which the corresponding provision in the enactments repealed by
this Act has or had effect, a reference to, or as the case may be to
things done or falling to be done under or for the purpose of, that

corresponding provision.
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Periods of time | Sch. 4
3. Where a period of time specified in any enactment repealed by
this Act is current at the commencement of this Act, this Act bas
effect as if the corresponding provision of this Act had been in
force when that period began to run.

Successor authorities

4—(1) Any reference in this Act (whether express or implied) to a
thing done by a Minister, or by a local authority, under a provision
of this Act includes, except where the context otherwise requires,
a reference to the corresponding thing done by a predecessor auth-
ority under the corresponding enactment repealed by this Act.

(2) In this paragraph “ predecessor authority ” means—

(a) where the relevant function has been transferred from one
Minister to another, the Minister from whom the function
was transferred.

(b) where the relevant function has been transferred from one
local authority to another, under any enactment (including
in particular the London Government Act 1963, the Local
Government Act 1972 and the Water Act 1973), the authority 1963 ¢. 33.
from whom the function was transferred. 1972 ¢. 70.

. 1973 ¢. 37.
Exclusion of compulsory purchase order in force before

Ist April 1969
5. This Act shall not apply to the compulsory acquisition of land

with respect to which a compulsory purchase order was in force
before 1st April 1969.

SCHEDULE 5
REPEALS
Section 16(3),
Chapter Short title Extent of repeal
1968 c. 72. Town and Country Plan-~ | Section 30.
ning Act 1968. In section 104, in subsection (1)

the definitions of “Act of
1946, “ prescribed” and
“the principal Act”, and
subsection (3).

Schedule 3.
Schedule 3A.
In Schedule 10 paragraph 14,
1971 c. 18. Land Commission (Dis- |In Schedule 2 paragraph 2
solution) Act 1971. and Appendix A.
1973 ¢. 26. Land Compensation Act | In section 58(1) the words
1973. “ paragraph 10 of Schedule

3A to the Town and Country
Planning Act 1968 .

1980 c. 65. Local Government, Plan- | In Schedule 27 paragraphs 1
ning and Land Act 1980. | to 8.

PRINTED IN ENGLAND BY W. J. SHARP
Coatroller and Chief Executive of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and
Queen’s Printer of Acts of Parliament



. 66 Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981

LONDON: PUBLISHED BY HER MAJESTY’'S STATIONERY OFFICE
£2.30 net
(52423) ISBN 0 10 546681 6



