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Senior Courts Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 54

PART II

JURISDICTION

THE HIGH COURT

General jurisdiction

19 General jurisdiction of High Court.

(1) The High Court shall be a superior court of record.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, there shall be exercisable by the High Court—
(a) all such jurisdiction (whether civil or criminal) as is conferred on it by this

or any other Act; and
(b) all such other jurisdiction (whether civil or criminal) as was exercisable by

it immediately before the commencement of this Act (including jurisdiction
conferred on a judge of the High Court by any statutory provision).

(3) Any jurisdiction of the High Court shall be exercised only by a single judge of that
court, except in so far as it is—

(a) by or by virtue of rules of court or any other statutory provision required to
be exercised by a divisional court; or

(b) by rules of court made exercisable by a master, registrar or other officer of the
court, or by any other person.

(4) The specific mention elsewhere in this Act of any jurisdiction covered by
subsection (2) shall not derogate from the generality of that subsection.



2 Senior Courts Act 1981 (c. 54)
Document Generated: 2024-04-13

Changes to legislation: 
Senior Courts Act 1981, Section 19 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 13 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 31(3)(a) word inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(1)(a)
– s. 31(3)(a) word inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(1)(a)
– s. 31(3)(b) and word inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(1)(b)
– s. 31(3)(b) and word inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(1)(b)
– s. 31(3A)(3B) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(2)
– s. 31(3A)(3B) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/1/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/1/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/85/2

