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Fisheries Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 29

PART III

REGULATION OF SEA FISHING

19 Size limits for fish.

(1) For section 1 of the M1Sea Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 (size limits for fish) there
shall be substituted—

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section and of section (1) of this Act, no
person shall land in Great Britain any sea fish of any description, being a fish
of a smaller size than such size as may be prescribed in relation to sea fish of
that description by an order of the Ministers.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, no person shall, in Great Britain, sell,
expose or offer for sale or have in his possession for the purpose of sale, any
sea fish of any description, being a fish of a smaller size than such size as
may be prescribed in relation to sea fish of that description by an order of the
Ministers.

(3) Sea fish of any description which are of less than the minimum size prescribed
in relation to sea fish of that description by an order of the Ministers shall
not be carried, whether within or outside British fishery limits, on a British
fishing boat; and an order under this subsection may prohibit the carrying by
any foreign fishing boat in waters adjacent to the United Kingdom and within
British fishery limits of sea fish of any description prescribed by the order
which are of less than the minimum size so prescribed in relation to sea fish
of that description.

(4) Different sizes may be prescribed for the purposes of each of the foregoing
provisions of this section; and an order under subsection (1) above may
prescribe different sizes in relation to fish of different sexes.
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(5) Where an order under subsection (1) above prescribes a size for fish of any
description (or of any description and sex), whether generally or in relation to
any particular area, then, except so far as provision to the contrary is made by
such an order, a person who in Great Britain or, as the case may be, in that area
lands a part of a fish of that description (or of that description and sex) shall,
subject to section 9(1) of this Act, be deemed to contravene subsection (1)
above if the part is of a smaller size than the one so prescribed.

(6) An order under this section may confer exemptions from any prohibition
imposed by or by virtue of this section; and any such exemption may be
general or subject to conditions and may relate to all fish to which the order
applies or to fish of any specified description.

(7) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) above shall be guilty of an
offence under that subsection.

(8) If subsection (3) above ids contravened in the case of a British fishing boat the
master, the owner and the charterer (if any) shall each be guilty of an offence
under that subsection; and if a prohibition imposed by virtue of that subsection
is contravened in the case of a foreign fishing boat, the master shall be guilty
of an offence under that subsection.

(9) In this section “British fishing boat” means a fishing boat which is registered
in the United Kingdom, exempted from registration by regulations under
section 373 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 or owned wholly by a person
who is (within the meaning of that Act) a person qualified to own a British
ship; and “foreign fishing boat” means any fishing boat other than a British
fishing boat.”

(2) In consequence of subsection (1) above the said Act of 1967 shall be amended as
follows—

(a) in section 2(2) (size limits for fish used in course of business) for “1(1)” there
shall be substituted “ 1(2) ”;

(b) in section 9(1) (exemptions) for “1(1) or (2)” there shall be substituted “ 1(1)
or (5) ”;

F1(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(d) in section 22(2) (definition of “the Ministers”), in paragraphs (a) and (b) for

“1” there shall be substituted “ 1(1) and (2) ”;
(e) in section 23(4) (extent), in paragraph (a), for the words “section 1(1) and (2),

section 1(6) so far as it relates to a contravention of section 1(1)” there shall
be substituted the words “ sectin 1(1), (2), (5) and (7) ” and, in paragraphs
(c) and (d), for the words “section 1(1)” there shall be substituted the words
“ section 1(1) and (2) ”.

(3) Any order in force under section 1 of the said Act of 1967 immediately before the
coming into force of this section shall have effect as if made under that section as
substituted by this section.
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