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Housing Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 51

PART II

PRIVATE SECTOR TENANTS

Rents

61 Effect of registration of rent etc.

(1) For section 72 of the 1977 Act (effect of registration of rent) there is substituted the
following section—

“72  Effect of registration of rent.

(1) The registration of a rent for a dwelling-house takes effect—
(a) if the rent is determined by the rent officer, from the date when it is

registered, and
(b) if the rent is determined by a rent assessment committee, from the

date when the committee make their decision.

(2) If the rent for the time being registered is confirmed, the confirmation takes
effect—

(a) if it is made by the rent officer, from the date when it is noted in the
register, and

(b) if it is made by a rent assessment committee, from the date when the
committee make their decision.

(3) If (by virtue of section 67(4) of this Act) an application for registration of a
rent is made before the expiry of the period mentioned in section 67(3) and the
resulting registration of a rent for the dwelling-house, or confirmation of the
rent for the time being registered, would, but for this subsection, take effect
before the expiry of that period it shall take effect on the expiry of that period.



2 Housing Act 1980 (c. 51)
Part II – Private Sector Tenants

Document Generated: 2023-10-13
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Housing Act 1980, Section 61. (See end of Document for details)

(4) The date from which the registration or confirmation of a rent takes effect
shall be entered in the register.

(5) As from the date on which the registration of a rent takes effect any previous
registration of a rent for the dwelling-house ceases to have effect.

(6) Where a valid notice of increase under any provision of Part III of this Act has
been served on a tenant and, in consequence of the registration of a rent, part
but not the whole of the increase specified in the notice becomes irrecoverable
from the tenant, the registration shall not invalidate the notice, but the notice
shall, as from the date from which the registration takes effect, have effect as
if it specified such part only of the increase as has not become irrecoverable.”.

(2) For subsections (4) to (6) of section 13 of the Rent (Agriculture) Act 1976 (efrect of
registration of rent) there are substituted the following subsections—

“(4) The registration of a rent in the said part of the register takes effect—
(a) if the rent is determined by the rent officer, from the date when it is

registered, and
(b) if the rent is determined by a rent assessment committee, from the

date when the committee make, their decision.

(5) If the rent for the time being registered in the said part of the register is
confirmed, the confirmation takes effect—

(a) if it is made by the rent officer, from the date when it is noted in the
register, and

(b) if it is made by a rent assessment committee, from the date when the
committee make their decision.

(6) If (by virtue of section 67(4) of the Rent Act 1977, as applied by subsection (2)
above) an application for registration of a rent is made before the expiry of the
period mentioned in section 67(3) and the resulting registration of a rent for
the dwelling-house, or confirmation of the rent for the time being registered,
would, but for this subsection, take effect before the expiry of that period it
shall take effect on the expiry of that period.

(6A) The date from which the registration or confirmation of a rent takes effect
shall be entered in the said part of the register.

(6B) As from the date on which the registration of a rent takes effect any previous
registration of a rent for the dwelling-house ceases to have effect.”

(3) In Part VI of the 1977 Act (rent limit for dwellings let by housing associations, housing
trusts and the Housing Corporation)

(a) in section 87 (registration of rent), in subsection (2)(a) for the words “and
70” there are substituted the words “70 and 72” and subsections (3) to (5) are
hereby repealed ; and

(b) subsections (1) and (2) of section 96 (effect of determination by rent
assessment committee) are hereby repealed.

(4) In section 45 of the 1977 Act (limit of rent during statutory periods) in subsection (3)
for the words “on which the rent was registered” there are substituted the words “from
which the registration of the rent took effect”.
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(5) In section 67 of the 1977 Act, for subsection (5) (meaning of “relevant date” in relation
to applications for registration of rent) there is substituted the following subsection—

“(5) In this section and sections 68 and 69 of this Act “relevant date”, in relation to a
rent which has been registered under this Part of this Act, means the date from
which the registration took effect or, in the case of a registered rent which has
been confirmed, the date from which the confirmation (or, where there have
been two or more successive confirmations, the last of them) took effect.”.

(6) In Schedule 6 to the Rent (Agriculture) Act 1976 and in Schedule 8 to the 1977 Act
(phasing of rent increases)—

(a) in paragraph 1(1)—
(i) in the definition of “period of delay” for the words from “means” to

the end there are substituted the words “means—
(a) if the registered rent has been confirmed

by a rent assessment committee, a period
beginning with the date from which the
registration of the rent took effect and
ending one year after the date on which the
committee took their decision; and

(b) in any other case, a period of one year
beginning with the date from which the
registration took effect.”.

(ii) in the definition of “previous rent limit” for the words “at the date of
registration” there are substituted the words “immediately before the
relevant date” ; and

(iii) before the definition of “service element” there is inserted the
following definition—

“relevant date” means, in relation to a registered rent—
(a) if the rent was determined by the rent officer (and whether or not it was

confirmed by a rent assessment committee), the date on which the rent was
registered by the rent officer; and

(b) if the rent was determined by a rent assessment committee, the date on which
the rent officer registered the rent determined by him or, as the case may be,
noted in the register his confirmation of the rent for the time being registered.;

(b) for paragraph 4 there is substituted the following paragraph—

“4
Where the registration of a rent takes effect in a period of delay which
began by reference to an earlier registration, then—

(a) from the date on which the later registration takes effect the
limitation under that period of delay shall cease to apply; and

(b) a fresh period of delay shall begin by reference to the later
registration”; and

(c) paragraphs 7 (in Schedule 6) and 8 (in Schedule 8) are hereby repealed.

(7) In Schedule 11 to the 1977 Act (procedure on application for registration of rent), in
paragraph 9(2) for the word “accordingly” there are substituted the words “of their
decision and of the date on which it was made”.
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(8) Subsections (1) to (5) above do not apply in any case where, on the determination or
confirmation of a rent by the rent officer, the rent determined by him is registered, or
his confirmation is noted in the register, before the commencement of this section.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 The text of ss. 55(1), 59(2)(3), 61(1)–(7), 62, 63, 65(1)–(5), 66(1)–(4), 67–69, 70(1), 71, 73(1)–(4),

74(1)(2), 75, 76, 78, 79, 138, 141, 143(3), 148, 152(3) is in the form in which it was originally enacted:
it was not reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may
have been made prior to 1.2.1991



Housing Act 1980 (c. 51)
Document Generated: 2023-10-13

5

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Housing Act 1980, Section 61.


