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Magistrates' Courts Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 43

PART VII

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

Restrictions on imprisonment

132 Minimum term

A magistrates' court shall not impose imprisonment for less than 5 days.

133 Consecutive terms of imprisonment

(1) A magistrates' court imposing imprisonment on any person may order that the term of
imprisonment shall commence on the expiration of any other term of imprisonment
imposed by that or any other court; but where a magistrates' court imposes two or
more terms of imprisonment to run consecutively the aggregate of such terms shall
not, subject to the provisions of this section, exceed 6 months.

(2) If two or more of the terms imposed by the court are imposed in respect of an
offence triable either way which was tried summarily otherwise than in pursuance
of section 22(2) above, the aggregate of the terms so imposed and any other terms
imposed by the court may exceed 6 months but shall not, subject to the following
provisions of this section, exceed 12 months.

(3) The limitations imposed by the preceding subsections shall not operate to reduce the
aggregate of the terms that the court may impose in respect of any offences below the
term which the court has power to impose in respect of any one of those offences.

(4) Where a person has been sentenced by a magistrates' court to imprisonment and a
fine for the same offence, a period of imprisonment imposed for non-payment of the
fine, or for want of sufficient distress to satisfy the fine, shall not be subject to the
limitations imposed by the preceding subsections.
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(5) For the purposes of this section a term of imprisonment shall be deemed to be imposed
in respect of an offence if it is imposed as a sentence or in default of payment of a
sum adjudged to be paid by the conviction or for want of sufficient distress to satisfy
such a sum.


