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Bail etc. (Scotland) Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 4

1 Release on conditions

(1) After the commencement of this Act, it shall not be lawful to grant bail or release for
a pledge or deposit of money, and—

(a) release on bail may be granted only on conditions which, subject to
subsection (3) below, shall not include a pledge or deposit of money ;

(b) liberation may be granted by the police under section 18, 294, 295 or 296 of
the 1975 Act as amended by sections 7 to 9 of this Act.

(2) The conditions which the court or, as the case may be, the Lord Advocate imposes in
granting bail shall be such as the court or the Lord Advocate considers necessary to
secure that the accused—

(a) appears at the appointed time at every diet relating to the offence with which
he is charged of which he is given due notice;

(b) does not commit an offence while on bail;
(c) does not interfere with witnesses or otherwise obstruct the course of justice

whether in relation to himself or any other person ; and
(d) makes himself available for the purposes of enabling inquiries or a report to

be made to assist the court in dealing with him for the offence with which he
is charged.

(3) The court or, as the case may be, the Lord Advocate may impose as one of the
conditions of release on bail a requirement that the accused or a cautioner on his behalf
deposits a sum of money in court, but only where the court or, as the case may be, the
Lord Advocate is satisfied that the imposition of such condition is appropriate to the
special circumstances of the case.

(4) In any enactment, including the following provisions of this Act and any enactment
passed after this Act—

(a) any reference to bail shall be construed as a reference to release on conditions
in accordance with this Act or to conditions imposed on bail, as the context
requires;
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(b) any reference to an amount of bail fixed shall be construed as a reference
to conditions, including a sum required to be deposited under subsection (3)
above;

(c) any reference to finding bail or finding sufficient bail shall be construed as a
reference to acceptance of conditions imposed or the finding of a sum required
to be deposited under subsection (3) above.

(5) In this section and sections 2 to 4 of this Act, references to an accused and to
appearance at a diet shall include references respectively to an appellant and to
appearance at the court on the day fixed for the hearing of an appeal.


