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Merchant Shipping Act 1979
1979 CHAPTER 39

The Pilotage Commission

4 Functions of Commission

(1) It shall be the duty of the Commission to give to the Secretary of State, and to pilotage
authorities, dock and harbour authorities, pilots and shipowners, such advice as the
Commission considers appropriate for any of the following purposes, namely—

(a) securing by means of pilotage the safety of navigation in ports of and waters
off the coasts of the United Kingdom ;

(b) ensuring that efficient pilotage services are provided for those ports and waters
and, in particular, that suitable equipment is provided in connection with those
services;

(c) ensuring that the terms of service of pilots providing those services are fair ;
and

(d) promoting standards, in the qualifications which entitle persons to apply for
pilots' licences and in the training of pilots, which are uniform for areas which
the Commission considers are of the same kind.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order confer on the Commission such functions, in
addition to the functions conferred on the Commission by this Act, as he considers
appropriate for any of the purposes mentioned in the preceding subsection.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding subsection, an order in pursuance
of that subsection may in particular provide for the making of schemes under which
payments may be made by the Commission for the purpose of compensating pilots
and their assistants for loss of employment or reductions in earnings suffered by them
in consequence of changes in the organisation of pilotage services or of the granting of
pilotage certificates to nationals of member States of the Economic Community other
than the United Kingdom.

(4) The Commission shall have power to do anything which is calculated to facilitate, or
is conducive or incidental to, the performance of any of its functions.


