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Domestic Proceedings and
Magistrates' Courts Act 1978

1978 CHAPTER 22

PART I

MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS IN MAGISTRATES' COURTS
Provisions relating to procedure, jurisdiction and enforcement

Provisions as to jurisdiction and procedure

(1) A magistrates' court shall, subject to section 11 of the Administration of Justice
Act 1964 and any determination of the committee of magistrates thereunder, have
jurisdiction to hear an application for an order under this Part of this Act if at the
date of the making of the application either the applicant or the respondent ordinarily
resides within the commission area for which the court is appointed.

(2) Any application for an order under this Part of this Act, including an application for
the variation or revocation of such an order, shall be made by way of complaint.

(3) In relation to an application for an order under this Part of this Act (other than an
application in relation to which jurisdiction is exercisable by virtue of section 24 of
this Act) the jurisdiction conferred by subsection (1) above—

(a) shall be exercisable notwithstanding that the respondent resides in Scotland or
Northern Ireland if the applicant resides in England and Wales and the parties
last ordinarily resided together as man and wife in England and Wales, and

(b) s hereby declared to be exercisable where the applicant resides in Scotland
or Northern Ireland if the respondent resides in England and Wales.

(4) Nothing in either subsection (3) above or subsection (1) of section 24 of this Act shall
be construed as derogating from any jurisdiction exercisable by any court apart from
the provisions of those subsections.
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(5) It is hereby declared that any jurisdiction conferred on a magistrates' court by this
Part of this Act is exercisable notwithstanding that any party to the proceedings is not
domiciled in England.



