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National Health Service Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 49

PART VI

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

General provisions as to charges

F1122B Penalties.

(1) Regulations may provide that, where a person fails to pay—
(a) any amount recoverable from him under section 122(1) above in respect of

the provision of goods or services to which section 122A above applies, or
(b) any amount recoverable from him under section 122A above,

a notice (referred to in this section as a penalty notice) may be served on the person
by the responsible authority requiring him to pay to the authority, within a prescribed
period, that amount together with a charge (referred to in this section as a penalty
charge) of an amount determined in accordance with the regulations.

(2) The regulations may not provide for the amount of the penalty charge to exceed
whichever is the smaller of—

(a) £100,
(b) the amount referred to in subsection (1)(a) or (b) above multiplied by 5.

(3) The Secretary of State may by order provide for subsection (2) above to have effect as
if, for the sum specified in paragraph (a) or the multiplier specified in paragraph (b)
(including that sum or multiplier as substituted by a previous order), there were
substituted a sum or (as the case may be) multiplier specified in the order.

(4) Regulations may provide that, if a person fails to pay the amount he is required to
pay under a penalty notice within the period in question, he must also pay to the
responsible authority by way of penalty a further sum determined in accordance with
the regulations.

(5) The further sum must not exceed 50 per cent. of the amount of the penalty charge.
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(6) Any sum payable under the regulations (including the amount referred to in
subsection (1)(a) or (b) above) may be recovered by the responsible authority
summarily as a civil debt.

(7) But a person is not liable by virtue of a penalty notice—
(a) to pay at any time so much of any amount referred to in subsection (1)(a) or

(b) above for which he is jointly and severally liable with another as at that
time has been paid, or ordered by a court to be paid, by that other, or

(b) to a penalty charge, or a further sum by way of penalty, if he shows that he
did not act wrongfully, or with any lack of care, in respect of the charge or
payment in question.

(8) In spite of section 126(1) below, no order is to be made under subsection (3) above
unless a draft has been laid before, and approved by resolution of, each House of
Parliament.
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– s. 77(4) inserted by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 11 para. 28
– s. 78A inserted by 1997 c. 46 s. 26(1) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S. 26(1) repealed (1.3.2007) without ever being in force by
National Health Service (Consequential Provisions) Act 2006 (c. 43), s. 8(2), Sch. 4
(with Sch. 2 Pt. 1 Sch. 3 Pt. 1))

– s. 79(5)(b) modified by 2003 c. 43 s. 183(4)
– s. 96(4) added by S.I. 2006/1407 Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27
– s. 96A(12) inserted by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 4 para. 37
– s. 98(1A)-(1C) inserted by S.I. 2003/1324 Sch. 2 para. 1(2)
– s. 98(1A) substituted by S.I. 2004/1714 Sch. 2 para. 1(2)
– s. 98(1A)(e) inserted by S.I. 2006/960 Sch. 2 para. 1(2)
– s. 98(1C) words inserted by S.I. 2004/1714 Sch. 2 para. 1(4)
– s. 98(1C) words substituted by S.I. 2006/960 Sch. 2 para. 1(4)
– s. 98(1D) inserted by 2004 c. 23 Sch. 2 para. 2
– s. 98(1BA)(1BB) inserted by S.I. 2004/1714 Sch. 2 para. 1(3)
– s. 98(1BC) inserted by S.I. 2006/960 Sch. 2 para. 1(3)
– s. 98(4A) inserted by S.I. 2003/1324 Sch. 2 para. 1(4)
– s. 98(7)-(10) inserted by S.I. 2005/1074 art. 2(2)
– s. 103(4)(5) inserted by 2001 c. 15 Sch. 5 para. 5(12)(c) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 5 para. 5(12)(c) repealed (1.3.2007) without ever
being in force by 2006 c. 43, s. 8(2), Sch. 4 (with Sch. 2 Pt. 1, Sch. 3 Pt. 1))

– s. 124A(3)(aa) inserted by 2002 c. 38 Sch. 3 para. 20
– s. 126(1A) inserted by 2003 c. 43 s. 183(3)(b)
– s. 126(4A) inserted by 2001 c. 15 Sch. 5 para. 5(13)(c) (This amendment not applied

to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 5 para. 5(13)(c) repealed (1.3.2007) without ever being in
force by 2006 c. 43, s. 8(2), Sch. 4 (with Sch. 2 Pt. 1, Sch. 3 Pt. 1))

– s. 126(4A) inserted by 2003 c. 4 s. 1(2)
– Sch. 5 para. 12B inserted by S.I. 2006/1407 Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 39(c)
– Sch. 5 para. 10(2A)-(2C) substituted for Sch. 5 para. 10(2A) by S.I. 2005/2011

Sch. 6 para. 1(4) (This amendment comes into force on a day to be specified in the
London, Edinburgh and Belfast Gazettes (see, for example, the London Gazette,
issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008))

– Sch. 5A para. 20(1A) inserted by 2006 c. 28 s. 74(3)
– Sch. 5B para. 19(1A) inserted by 2006 c. 28 s. 74(4)
– Sch. 7A inserted by 2003 c. 4 s. 1(3)Sch. 1
– Sch. 7A para. 3(1)(fa) inserted by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 11 para. 40(2)(a)
– Sch. 7A para. 3(1)(g) words repealed by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 11 para. 40(2)(b)Sch. 14 Pt.

4
– Sch. 7A para. 3(2) words substituted by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 11 para. 40(3)
– Sch. 9A para. 10(a)(aa) substituted for s. Sch. 9A para. 10(a) by 2003 c. 43 Sch. 11

para. 42(4)(b)
– Sch. 9A para. 6(d)(i)(ii) substituted for words in para. 6(d) by S.I. 2006/1407 Sch. 1

Pt. 1 para. 40(b)
– Sch. 11 para. 5A inserted by S.I. 2004/3363 art. 7
– Sch. 12 para. 2A(6) added by S.I. 2006/1407 Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 42(g)
– Sch. 12 para. 2B amendment to earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 28, s. 41(3) by S.I.

2006/1407 Sch. 1 Pt. 2 para. 15 (The earlier affecting provision cited is incorrect.
The correct provision should be s. 42(3).)

– Sch. 12 para. 2B inserted by 2006 c. 28 s. 42(3)
– Sch. 12 para. 2A(1)(b)(ba) substituted for Sch. 12 para. 2A(1)(b) by 2006 c. 28 s.

42(2)(a)
– Sch. 12A para. 7(4) inserted by 2001 c. 15 Sch. 5 para. 5(17)(c)
– Sch. 12B inserted by 2006 c. 28 s. 56(2)Sch. 3
– Sch. 12ZA inserted by 2003 c. 43 s. 183(2)
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Commencement Orders yet to be applied to the National Health Service Act 1977
Commencement Orders bringing legislation that affects this Act into force:
– S.I. 2003/53 art. 2-4 commences (2001 c. 15)
– S.I. 2003/713 art. 2 commences (2001 c. 15)
– S.I. 2003/833 art. 23 commences (2002 c. 17)
– S.I. 2003/2245 art. 2 commences (2001 c. 15)
– S.I. 2003/2246 art. 2 commences (2002 c. 17)
– S.I. 2003/2660 art. 2-4 commences (2003 c. 4)
– S.I. 2003/3064 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 4)
– S.I. 2003/3083 art. 2 commences (2002 c. 17)
– S.I. 2003/3346 art. 2-5 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/103 art. 2-4 commences (2001 c. 15)
– S.I. 2004/287 art. 23 commences (1997 c. 46)
– S.I. 2004/288 art. 2-6 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/289 art. 2 commences (1998 c. 8)
– S.I. 2004/480 art. 2-5 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/759 art. 2-13 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/874 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 42)
– S.I. 2004/1009 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/1019 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2004/1859 art. 2-6 commences (1999 c. 8)
– S.I. 2004/2626 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2005/457 art. 2 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2005/558 art. 2Sch. 1 commences (2004 c. 23)
– S.I. 2005/1432 art. 2 commences (2005 c. 12)
– S.I. 2005/2213 art. 23 commences (2002 c. 38)
– S.I. 2005/2800 art. 3-5 commences (2005 c. 10)
– S.I. 2005/2897 art. 2 commences (2002 c. 38)
– S.I. 2005/2925 art. 24-11 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2005/2926 art. 23 commences (1997 c. 46)
– S.I. 2006/345 art. 2-7 commences (2003 c. 43)
– S.I. 2006/481 art. 23 commences (2001 c. 15)
– S.I. 2006/1014 art. 2Sch. 12 commences (2005 c. 4)
– S.I. 2006/1407 Sch. 1 Pt. 2 para. 3681213 commences (1997 c. 46)
– S.I. 2006/2603 art. 2-5 commences (2006 c. 28)
– S.I. 2006/3125 art. 2-4 commences (2006 c. 28)
– S.I. 2007/204 art. 2-4 commences (2006 c. 28)
– S.I. 2008/1972 art. 2 commences (2006 c. 28)
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