
Changes to legislation: Criminal Law Act 1977, Section 3 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 01 May 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Criminal Law Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 45

PART I

CONSPIRACY

3 Penalties for conspiracy.

(1) A person guilty by virtue of section 1 above of conspiracy to commit any offence or
offences shall be liable on conviction on indictment—

(a) in a case falling within subsection (2) or (3) below, to imprisonment for a
term related in accordance with that subsection to the gravity of the offence or
offences in question (referred to below in this section as the relevant offence
or offences); and

(b) in any other case, to a fine.
Paragraph (b) above shall not be taken as prejudicing the application of [F1section 120
of the Sentencing Code] (general power of court to fine offender convicted on
indictment) in a case falling within subsection (2) or (3) below.

(2) Where the relevant offence or any of the relevant offences is an offence of any of the
following descriptions, that is to say—

(a) murder, or any other offence the sentence for which is fixed by law;
(b) an offence for which a sentence extending to imprisonment for life is

provided; or
(c) an indictable offence punishable with imprisonment for which no maximum

term of imprisonment is provided,
the person convicted shall be liable to imprisonment for life.

(3) Where in a case other than one to which subsection (2) above applies the relevant
offence or any of the relevant offences is punishable with imprisonment, the person
convicted shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding the maximum term
provided for that offence or (where more than one such offence is in question) for
any one of those offences (taking the longer or the longest term as the limit for the
purposes of this section where the terms provided differ).
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In the case of an offence triable either way the references above in this subsection to
the maximum term provided for that offence are references to the maximum term so
provided on conviction on indictment.
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