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Rent (Agriculture) Act 1976
1976 CHAPTER 80

PART V

POWER TO OBTAIN INFORMATION

30 Information about housing accommodation.

(1) The Minister may exercise the powers conferred on him by section 31 of this Act for
the purpose of obtaining information about the housing accommodation which is on,
or held in connection with, or used for, agricultural or forestry land.

(2) The Minister may give information so obtained—
(a) to the housing authority concerned for any part of the area to which the

information relates, and
(b) where, since the giving of the information, other land has come into common

ownership or occupation with the first-mentioned land, to the housing
authority concerned for any part of the other land,

and information so given may be transmitted to any other authority to whom the
Minister may give it under this subsection.

(3) The Minister may also give the information so obtained to any agricultural dwelling-
house advisory committee which is to give advice under section 29 of this Act
concerning any part of the area to which the information relates.

(4) No information relating to any particular land or business which has been obtained
under section 31 of this Act shall be published or otherwise disclosed without the
previous consent in writing—

(a) of the person giving the information, or
(b) (if different) of any person who at the time of the disclosure is the owner or

occupier of the land, or as the case may be, the owner of the business.

(5) Subsection (4) does not apply—
(a) to disclosure under subsection (2) or (3) (but does apply to those to whom

disclosure is so made),
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(b) to disclosure for the purposes of any criminal proceedings, or of any report
of those proceedings.

(6) A person who contravenes subsection (4) shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding [F1level 5 on the standard scale].

(7) In this section and in section 31 of this Act—
“agricultural land” means land used for agriculture as defined in

section 109 of the M1Agriculture Act 1947,
“forestry land” does not include agricultural land,
“occupier” includes a person responsible for the carrying on of any activity

on agricultural or forestry land as servant or agent of the occupier,
“owner” includes a person exercising, as servant or agent of the owner,

functions of estate management in relation to the land.

(8) In this section and in section 31 of this Act reference to the Minister are references to
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and, so far as the reference relates to
forestry land, to the Forestry Commissioners [F2in relation to land in England and the
Natural Resources Body for Wales in relation to land in Wales].
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