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Reservoirs Act 1975
1975 CHAPTER 23

[F1 Discontinuance or abandonment

[F113 Discontinuance of large raised reservoirs.

(1) No large raised reservoir shall be altered in order to render it incapable of holding [F2

10,000 cubic metres of water above the natural level of any part of the surrounding
land], unless a qualified civil engineer is employed to design or approve and to
supervise the alteration.

[F3(1A) An engineer employed for the purposes of subsection (1) may issue a certificate (the
“interim certificate”) if the engineer thinks that the level of water in the reservoir
should be reduced before the alteration is completed.

(1B) The interim certificate must specify—
(a) the reduced water level,
(b) the time by which it must be reduced, and
(c) the conditions (if any) on which the reservoir may be filled to the reduced

level.

(1C) The undertaker must ensure that the reservoir does not contain water except in
accordance with the interim certificate.

(1D) The engineer employed for the purposes of subsection (1) may vary an interim
certificate by giving written notice to the undertaker.

(1E) An interim certificate ceases to have effect on the issue of a certificate under
subsection (2).]

(2) An engineer employed for the purposes of subsection (1) above shall give a certificate,
as soon as he is satisfied it is so, that the alteration has been completed and has been
efficiently executed.

(3) Where a certificate is given under subsection (2) above, a [F4relevant authority] on
receipt of the certificate or a copy of it shall remove the reservoir from their register
of large raised reservoirs; but a reservoir that has been a large raised reservoir but is



2 Reservoirs Act 1975 (c. 23)
Document Generated: 2023-10-20

Changes to legislation: Reservoirs Act 1975, Section 13 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
20 October 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

altered so as no longer to be capable of holding [F510,000 cubic metres of water above
the natural level of any part of the surrounding land] shall nevertheless continue for
purposes of this Act to be a large raised reservoir, unless the alteration is made and a
certificate given in accordance with this section.

[F6(4) The Minister may by order substitute a different volume of water for the volume
specified in subsection (1) or (3).

(5) Where it appears to [F7the appropriate agency] that a qualified civil engineer has not
been employed as required by subsection (1) [F7the appropriate agency] may by notice
require the undertaker—

(a) to appoint a qualified civil engineer for the purposes of this section before the
end of the period of 28 days beginning with the day on which the notice is
given, unless the appointment has already been made, and

(b) to notify [F7the appropriate agency] of the appointment (whether it was made
before or after the notice was given).]]
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