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Solicitors Act 1974
1974 CHAPTER 47

PART III

REMUNERATION OF SOLICITORS

Remuneration—general

72 Supplementary provisions as to [F1assessments].

(1) Every application for an order for the [F2assessment] of a solicitor’s bill or for the
delivery of a solicitor’s bill and for the delivery up by a solicitor of any documents in
his possession, custody or power shall be made in the matter of that solicitor.

(2) Where a [F3costs officer] is in the course of [F4assessing] a bill of costs, he may request
the [F3costs officer] of any other court to assist him in [F4assessing] any part of the
bill, and the [F3costs officer] so requested shall [F5assess] that part of the bill and shall
return the bill with his opinion on it to the [F3costs officer] making the request.

(3) Where a request is made as mentioned in subsection (2), the [F6costs officer] who is
requested to [F7assess] part of a bill shall have such powers, and may take such fees,
in respect of that part of the bill, as he would have or be entitled to take if he were
[F8assessing] that part of the bill in pursuance of an order of the court of which he is an
officer; and the [F6costs officer] who made the request shall not take any fee in respect
of that part of the bill.

(4) The certificate of the [F9costs officer] by whom any bill has been [F10assessed] shall,
unless it is set aside or altered by the court, be final as to the amount of the costs
covered by it, and the court may make such order in relation to the certificate as it
thinks fit, including, in a case where the retainer is not disputed, an order that judgment
be entered for the sum certified to be due with costs.
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F1 S. 72: word in section heading substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211,

Sch. 16 para. 67(a) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F2 Word in s. 72(1) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16 para.

67(b) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F3 Words in s. 72(2) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16

para. 67(c)(i) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F4 Words in s. 72(2) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16

para. 67(c)(ii) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F5 Word in s. 72(2) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16 para.

67(c)(iii) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F6 Words in s. 72(3) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16

para. 67(d)(i) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F7 Word in s. 72(3) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16 para.

67(d)(ii) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F8 Word in s. 72(3) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16 para.

67(d)(iii) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F9 Words in s. 72(4) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16

para. 67(e)(i) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)
F10 Word in s. 72(4) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 177, 211, Sch. 16 para.

67(e)(ii) (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(f)(ii) (with art. 9)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 72 extended (1.1.1992) by Administration of Justice Act 1985 (c. 61, SIF 34), s. 9, Sch. 2 para.

22(2); S.I. 1991/2683, art. 2
S. 72 extended (22.5.2000) by S.I. 2000/1119, regs. 1, 37(3), Sch. 4 para. 7(2)

C2 Ss. 70-74 applied (with modifications) (23.12.2011) by The Legal Services Act 2007 (Designation as a
Licensing Authority) (No. 2) Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/2866), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 paras. 1, 3, 5
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