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Solicitors Act 1974
1974 CHAPTER 47

PART III

REMUNERATION OF SOLICITORS

Non–contentious business

57 Non–contentious business agreements.

(1) Whether or not any order is in force under section 56, a solicitor and his client may,
before or after or in the course of the transaction of any non–contentious business by
the solicitor, make an agreement as to his remuneration in respect of that business.

(2) The agreement may provide for the remuneration of the solicitor by a gross sum [F1or
by reference to an hourly rate], or by a commission or percentage, or by a salary,
or otherwise, and it may be made on the terms that the amount of the remuneration
stipulated for shall or shall not include all or any disbursements made by the solicitor
in respect of searches, plans, travelling, [F2taxes] , fees or other matters.

(3) The agreement shall be in writing and signed by the person to be bound by it or his
agent in that behalf.

(4) [F3Subject to subsections (5) and (7)], the agreement may be sued and recovered on
or set aside in the like manner and on the like grounds as an agreement not relating
to the remuneration of a solicitor.

(5) If on any [F4assessment] of costs the agreement is relied on by the solicitor and objected
to by the client as unfair or unreasonable, the [F5costs officer] may enquire into the
facts and certify them to the court, and if from that certificate it appears just to the
court that the agreement should be set aside, or the amount payable under it reduced,
the court may so order and may give such consequential directions as it thinks fit.

[F6(6) Subsection (7) applies where the agreement provides for the remuneration of the
solicitor to be by reference to an hourly rate.
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(7) If, on the [F7assessment] of any costs, the agreement is relied on by the solicitor and
the client objects to the amount of the costs (but is not alleging that the agreement is
unfair or unreasonable), the [F8costs officer] may enquire into—

(a) the number of hours worked by the solicitor; and
(b) whether the number of hours worked by him was excessive.]
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